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THE  DISCOVERY  AND  CONQUEST  OE  PERU. 




CHAPTER  I. 

INTRODUCTORY — DESCRIPTION  OF  PERU — TRADITIONS 

GOVERNMENT  — RELIGION  — THE  INFLUENCES 

OF  ROMAN  CATHOLICISM  AND  PROTESTANTISM  ON 
CIVILISATION  COMPARED. 

AT  the  period  of  Spanish  discovery,  the  Pe- 
ruvian empire  included  several  provinces, 
united  under  a monarch,  styled  the  inca,  whose 
power  was  nearly  absolute.  As  the  condition  of  the 
people  (any  more  than  the  history  of  their  sub- 
jugation) cannot  be  understood  without  some 
reference  to  the  nature  of  the  regions  in  which 
they  dwelt,  a few  observations  must  be,  in  the 
first  place,  devoted  to  this  subject. 

The  Peruvian  provinces  extended  along  the 
western  coast  of  South  America  from  about  3° 
or  4°  north  to  a little  beyond  30°  south  of  the 
equator.  The  conformation  of  the  country  is 
very  singular.  Along  the  shores  of  the  Pacific 
runs  a narrow  strip  of  land,  seldom  exceeding 
sixty  miles  in  width.  At  this  distance,  and  some- 
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times  irmcli  nearer  the  sea,  begin  to  rise  the 
lofty  ridges  of  the  Andes,  which,  indeed,  con- 
stitute an  unbroken  mountain  chain  from  the 
Straits  of  Magellan,  preserving  the  same  relation 
to  the  coast  in  its  whole  length,  till  they  enter 
the  Isthmus  of  Panama.  Between  15°  and  17° 
south  latitude,  the  hills  of  this  chain  attain  their 
greatest  elevation.  In  those  parts  are  found  the 
lofty  peaks  of  the  Nevado  de  Sorata  and  of  the 
Illimani : the  height  of  the  former  being  25,250 
feet,  and  of  the  latter  24,300.  After  crossing  the 
equator,  the  Andes  gradually  subside  into  hills  of 
comparatively  inconsiderable  magnitude  as  they 
enter  the  isthmus,  through  the  whole  course  of 
which  they  regain  almost  their  former  elevation,  pre- 
serving it  through  Mexico,  and  along  the  western 
shores  of  Horth  America,  where  they  at  length 
become  known  as  the  Bocky  Mountains.  The 
width  of  their  base  varies  from  two  to  three  or 
four  degrees.  Prom  the  eastern  slopes  descend 
those  streams  which  unite  to  form  the  great  river 
systems,  the  Orinoco,  Amazon,  and  De  la  Plata, 
which  traverse  the  broad  plains  of  South  America 
from  west  to  east,  and  become  almost  inland  seas 
before  they  discharge  their  waters  into  the  south- 
ern Atlantic.  Several  volcanoes  are  found  along 
the  course  of  the  Andes.  Chimborazo,  in  south 
latitude  1°,  is  upwards  of  21,000  feet  in  height. 
Cotopaxi,  a little  nearer  to  the  equator  towards 
the  north-east,  is  scarcely  less  lofty. 

To  the  voyager  on  the  ocean,  these  mountains 
appear  but  as  one  continuous  range,  rising  far 
above  the  limits  of  perpetual  snow.  The  actual 
structure  of  the  regions  which  they  form,  however, 
is  very  different.  There  are  frequently  two  and 
even  three  chains,  running  parallel  to  each  other, 
containing  deep  valleys  and  lofty  table -lands, 
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these  last  being  sometimes  more  than  10,000  feet 
above  the  level  of  the  sea.  Ravines,  with  almost 
perpendicular  walls  of  rock,  seem  to  cut  the  moun- 
tains in  every  direction.  Some  of  these  precipices 
are  from  four  to  five  thousand  feet  high.  In  soma 
of  the  valleys  Vesuvius  itself  might  be  placed. 

These  mountains,  especially  in  the  Peruvian 
portion,  abound  in  mineral  riches.  Gold  and 
silver  mines  are  found  in  large  numbers.  Some* 
parts  are  barren,  others  extremely  fertile;  and 
all  varieties  of  vegetable  growth  are  found,  from 
the  productions  of  the  tropics  to  those  of  North- 
ern America  and  Europe.  The  plains  on  the 
coast,  though  not  particularly  fertile  by  nature, 
are  generally  capable  of  being  made  so  by  irriga- 
tion and  culture.  Such  was  the  country  which 
Pizarro  discovered  and  subdued. 

‘ The  face  of  the  country/  Mr.  Prescott  says, 

‘ would  appear  to  be  peculiarly  unfavourable  to 
the  purposes  both  of  agriculture  and  of  internal 
communication.  The  sandy  strip  along  the  coast,, 
where  rain  never  falls,  is  fed  only  by  a few  scanty 
streams,  that  furnish  a remarkable  contrast  to  the 
vast  volumes  of  water  which  roll  down  the  eastern 
side  of  the  Cordilleras  towards  the  Atlantic- 
The  precipitous  steeps  of  the  sierra,  with  its 
splintered  sides  of  porphyry  and  granite,  and  its 
higher  regions  wrapped  in  snows  that  never  melt 
under  the  fierce  sun  of  the  equator,  unless  it  be 
from  the  desolating  action  of  its  own  volcanic  fires, 
might  seem  equally  unpropitious  to  the  labours 
of  the  husbandman.  And  all  communication  be- 
tween the  parts  of  the  long-extended  territory 
might  be  thought  to  be  precluded  by  the  savage 
character  of  the  region,  broken  up  by  precipices, 
furious  torrents,  and  impassable  quebradas, — those 
hideous  rents  in  the  mountain- chain,  whose  depths 
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-the  eye  of  tlie  terrified  traveller,  as  lie  winds  along 
his  aerial  pathway,  vainly  endeavours  to  fathom. 
Yet  the  industry,  we  might  almost  say  the  genius, 
of  the  Indians  was  sufficient  to  overcome  all  these 
impediments  of  nature. 

4 By  a judicious  system  of  canals  and  subter- 
raneous aqueducts,  the  waste  places  on  the  coast 
were  refreshed  by  copious  streams,  that  clothed 
them  in  fertility  and  beauty.  Terraces  were  raised 
on  the  steep  sides  of  the  Cordillera ; and  as  the 
different  elevations  had  the  effect  of  difference  of 
latitude,  they  exhibited,  in  regular  gradation, 
-every  variety  of  vegetable  form,  from  the  stimu- 
lated growth  of  the  tropics  to  the  temperate  pro- 
ducts of  a northern  clime  ; while  flocks  of  llamas 
— the  Peruvian  sheep — wandered  with  their  shep- 
herds over  the  broad,  snow- covered  wastes  on  the 
crests  of  the  sierra , which  rose  beyond  the  limits 
of  cultivation.  An  industrious  population  settled 
along  the  lofty  regions  of  the  plateaux,  and  towns 
and  hamlets,  clustering  amid  orchards  and  wide- 
spreading  gardens,  seemed  suspended  in  the  air, 
far  above  the  ordinary  elevation  of  the  clouds. 
The  plains  of  Quito,  for  instance  (lying  on  the 
equator),  are  at  the  height  of  between  nine  and 
ten  thousand  feet  above  the  sea  ; and  other  valleys 
or  plateaux  above  them,  in  this  vast  group  of 
mountains,  reach  a still  higher  elevation.  Inter- 
course was  maintained  between  these  numerous 
settlements  by  means  of  the  great  roads  which 
traversed  the  mountain  passes,  and  opened  an 
easy  communication  between  the  capital  and  the 
remotest  extremities  of  the  empire.’ 

The  capital  city  of  the  ancient  Peruvian  empire 
was  Cuzco,  south  latitude  13°,  west  longitude 
71°,  in  the  rich  and  beautiful  valley  of  that  name. 
This  might  be  called  the  centre  of  Peruvian  civi- 
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lisation.  Tradition  relates  that  the  time  was  that 
the  people  all  dwelt  in  deplorable  barbarism,  wor- 
shipped almost  every  object  in  nature,  delighted 
in  war,  and  feasted  on  the  bodies  of  their  captives. . 
‘ The  sun,  the  great  luminary  and  parent  of  man 
kind,  taking  compassion  on  their  degraded  con- 
dition, sent  two  of  his  children,  Manco  Capac  and 
Mama  Oello  Huaco,  to  gather  the  natives  into 
communities,  and  teach  them  the  arts  of  civilised 
life.  The  celestial  pair,  brother  and  sister,  hus- 
band and  wife,  advanced  along  the  high  plains 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Lake  Titicaca,*  to  about 
the  sixteenth  degree  south.  They  bore  with  them 
a golden  wedge,  and  were  directed  to  take  up  their 
residence  in  the  spot  where  the  sacred  emblem 
should  without  effort  sink  into  the  ground.’  This 
took  place  in  the  valley  of  Cuzco.  ‘ Here  the 
children  of  the  sun  established  their  residence, 
and  soon  entered  upon  their  beneficent  mission 
among  the  rude  inhabitants  of  the  country  ; Manco 
Capac  teaching  the  men  the  arts  of  agriculture, 
and  Mama  Oello  initiating  her  own  sex  in  the 
mysteries  of  weaving  and  spinning.  The  simple 
people  lent  a willing  ear  to  the  messengers  of 
heaven,  and,  gathering  together  in  considerable 
numbers,  laid  the  foundations  of  the  city  of  Cuzco. 
The  same  wise  and  benevolent  maxims  which 
regulated  the  conduct  of  the  first  incas  descended 
to  their  successors,  and  under  their  mild  sceptre 
a community  gradually  extended  itself  along  the 

* The  surface  of  this  lake  (through  which  the  sixteenth 
degree  of  south  latitude  passes)  extends  over  four  hundred 
and  forty-eight  square  leagues,  and  is  more  than  twenty 
times  as  large  as  the  Lake  of  Geneva.  Though  on  a very 
elevated  table-land,  it  is  enclosed  on  every  side  ; and  as 
there  is  no  outlet,  the  waters  which  flow  down  from  the 
surrounding  mountains  into  the  lake  must  be  carried  off 
solely  by  evaporation  from  its  widely-extended  surface. 
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broad  surface  of  tbe  table-land,  which  asserted  its 
superiority  over  the  surrounding  tribes/  These, 
one  after  the  other,  were,  by  the  armies  of  the 
incas,  brought  into  subjection,  and  the  extensive 
Peruvian  empire  was  thus  formed. 

Such  were  the  fables  believed  at  the  time  of 
the  Spanish  invasion,  and  the  incas  continued  to  be 
regarded  as  of  Divine  descent.  Cuzco  was  a splen- 
did city,  the  residence  of  the  inca  and  of  his  great 
nobility.  It  was  the  ‘holy  city,’  and  contained 
the  great  temple  of  the  sun,  to  which  pilgrims  re- 
sorted from  all  parts,  and  which  was,  perhaps,  the 
most  magnificent  in  the  new  world.  In  the  city 
were  spacious  openings  and  squares,  contributing 
to  its  healthfulness,  and  furnishing  places  in 
which  great  numbers  might  assemble  to  celebrate 
the  high  festivals  of  their  religion.  Many  of  the 
streets,  however,  were  long  and  narrow,  the  houses 
low,  and  those  of  the  poorer  class  built  of  clay 
and  reeds.  In  a large  and  strong  fortress  on  an 
eminence  overlooking  the  city  was  the  sumptuous 
residence  of  the  inca. 

The  government  was  an  absolute  despotism. 
Though  mildly  executed,  it  was  unmitigated. 
The  person  of  the  inca  was  sacred.  There  was  a 
numerous  nobility,  claiming  descent  from  Manco 
Capac;  but  the  highest,  as  was  also  the  case  in 
Mexico,  might  not  come  into  the  presence  of  the 
sovereign  except  with  bare  feet  and  bearing  a 
light  burden  on  his  shoulders  in  token  of  subjec- 
tion. There  were  many  royal  residences,  all  splen- 
didly decorated,  and  glittering  with  gold  and  silver. 
The  country  abounded  with  the  precious  metals, 
as  the  mines  were  extensively  wrought;  no  part 
of  the  product  was  converted  into  coin,  and  very 
little  was  exported.  The  whole,  in  fact,  passed 
into  the  hands  of  the  inca,  to  be  employed  under 


CONQUEST  OF  PERU. 


15 


Ills  direction  for  purposes  of  utility  and  orna- 
ment. When  an  inca  died,  the  body  was  em- 
balmed, and  placed,  attired  in  the  richest  appa- 
rel, in  the  temple  of  the  sun  at  Cuzco.  A large 
number  of  victims,  sometimes  a thousand,  wives 
and  servants,  were  immolated  on  the  occasion. 

The  nobility  filled  all  the  offices  of  state.  The 
great  offices  of  the  priesthood  were  confined  to 
them,  and  only  they  were  entrusted  with  military 
command. 

The  country  was  divided  into  four  great  pro- 
vinces, placed  each  under  a governor  or  viceroy. 
The  nation  at  large  was  distributed  into  small 
bodies  of  ten,  one  man  being  required  to  superin- 
tend the  rest,  and  being  made  so  responsible  for 
the  observance  of  the  laws,  that,  in  case  of  neglect, 
the  punishment  was  inflicted  on  him  which  was 
due  to  the  guilty  person.  Larger  divisions  of  one 
hundred,  five  hundred,  a thousand,  also  existed, 
for  purposes  of  police.  Every  ten  thousand  in- 
habitants had  a governor  over  them  from  among 
the  inca  nobility,  who  presided  over  all  the  inferior 
officers  in  his  district.  There  were  likewise  tri- 
bunals of  justice,  with  magistrates  of  different 
orders,  all  appointed  by  the  crown.  Reports 
were  to  be  made  from  the  inferior  to  the  higher 
courts,  and  from  these  to  the  viceroys,  who  com- 
municated with  the  inca,  the  living  head  of  this 
mesh-work  of  centralisation,  overspreading  the 
whole  country.  The  laws  were  few,  relating 
chiefly  to  criminal  matters  ; for  there  was  neither 
liberty  nor  activity  enough  for  many  of  the  offences 
existing  in  a different  state  of  society.  They  were 
exceedingly  severe,  death  being  the  frequent 
penalty.  Rebellion  was  the  greatest  of  all  crimes. 
A rebellious  city  or  province  was  laid  waste,  and 
its  inhabitants  exterminated. 
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The  fiscal  regulations,  and  the  laws  respecting 
property,  furnish  the  most  remarkable  features  in 
the  old  Peruvian  polity.  The  whole  territory  was 
divided  into  three  parts.  One,  for  the  sun,  that 
is,  his  temples  and  priesthood ; a second,  for  the 
inca ; a third,  for  the  people.  All  the  lands  were 
cultivated  by  the  people  at  large.  Marriage  was 
encouraged,  and  almost  enforced ; and  every  man 
had  land  allotted  to  him  according  to  the  num- 
bers contained  in  his  family.  Trade  was  scarcely 
known.  The  people  lived  chiefly  on  the  produce 
of  the  soil.  There  were  immense  flocks  of  the 
llama  : only  the  males  were  killed ; and  this  was 
chiefly  for  the  inca  and  his  court  and  the  mem- 
bers of  the  priesthood.  They  were  sheared  at  an 
appointed  season,  the  wool  collected  in  public 
magazines,  and  a quantity  distributed  to  each 
household  in  proportion  to  its  numbers.  It  was 
spun  by  the  females,  woven,  and  made  into  gar- 
ments. Officers  were  appointed  to  superintend, 
not  only  the  distribution,  but  the  working  of  the 
wool.  Idleness  was  not  permitted.  In  fact,  all 
were  enjoined  by  law  to  be  fed  and  clothed.  The 
mines  were  wrought  for  the  Inca ; and  there  were 
skilful  workmen  in  the  precious  metals,  as  well  as 
in  some  of  the  decorative  arts,  who  mostly  trans- 
mitted their  knowledge  to  their  descendants.  The 
whole  burden  of  maintaining  all  the  orders  of  the 
state  rested  on  the  body  of  the  people.  Their 
labour  paid  for  all.  All  were  fed  and  clothed; 
but  no  one  could  better  his  condition,  no  one  seems 
to  have  thought  of  doing  so.  The  civilisation  was 
merely  physical  and  mechanical ; it  might  almost  be 
said,  animal . There  was  nothing  like  intellectual 
development.  The  bare  wants  of  the  body  were 
supplied ; but  society  was  stereotyped.  The  people 
lived  all  their  days  in  the  mere  childhood  of  human 


CONQUEST  OE  PERU. 


17 


nature.  Little  of  the  wretchedness  and  crime  of 
a higher  civilisation  existed ; hut  the  greatness  of 
which  man  is  capable  was  utterly  unknown.  That 
they  were  rational  was  acknowledged  by  the  exist- 
ence of  government  and  law ; but  they  were  dealt 
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with  only  as  rational  animals,  the  nobles  and  the 
inca  only  differing  from  the  rest  by  standing 
higher  on  the  scale  and  sharing  a larger  portion 
of  physical  gratification.  It  was  a state  resting 
exclusively  on  the  facts  of  the  corporeal  and  tem- 
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poral  existence  of  man.  His  wants  were  supplied ; 
but  they  were  first  reduced  to  tbe  lowest  scale. 
His  free  agency  existed  not.  He  might  walk  in 
a certain  prescribed  path  with  some  degree  of 
comfort ; but  on  that  path  he  must  walk,  and  out 
of  it  he  was  not  permitted  to  move. 

The  incas  kept  up  a large  military  force,  allow- 
ing no  independence  where  their  arms  could  reach. 
And  as  soon  as  a tribe  was  subdued,  its  territory 
and  people  were  made  in  all  respects  Peruvian. 
Every  inca  was  always  at  war,  gradually  extend- 
ing the  boundaries  of  the  empire,  and  enlarging 
the  Peruvian  family.  Domestic  quiet  was  thus 
co-existent  with  foreign  commotion. 

Whatever  knowledge  the  state  of  the  country 
afforded  was  communicated  to  the  youthful 
members  of  the  royal  family  and  of  the  families 
of  the  nobles ; but  for  the  bulk  of  the  people  there 
was  nothing  like  education.  They  were  trained 
to  do  right,  according  to  the  existing  notions  of 
right,  and  their  temporal  comfort  was  secured  ; 
though  their  intellectual  condition  would  bring 
this  down  to  a very  low  point  on  the  scale.  The 
great  object  of  the  civil  institutions  of  Peru  was 
to  keep  the  people  in  this  state  of  pupilage ; to 
make  them  comfortable,  and  to  give  them  pleasure, 
as  children,  and  nothing  more.  It  was  to  agri- 
culture that  attention  was  chiefly  paid.  Foreign 
commerce  existed  not,  and  the  wants  of  the  people 
only  extended  to  the  necessaries  of  life.  But  in 
connection  with  this  were  found  some  of  their 
most  stupendous  works.  To  supply  the  want  of 
water  in  the  plains  between  the  hills  and  the  coasts, 
enormous  aqueducts  were  constructed,  consisting 
of  large  slabs  of  free-stone,  properly  adjusted.  The 
fortifications,  too,  were  built  in  a similar  manner. 
‘ Many  of  these  stones  were  of  vast  size  ; some  of 
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them  being  full  thirty-eight  feet  long  by  eighteen 
broad,  and  sixfeet  thick.’  Butthis  was  accomplished 
not  through  any  acquaintance  with  the  principles 
of  natural  science.  Mr.  Prescott’s  remarks  are 
seriously  suggestive.  ‘We  are  filled  with  astonish- 
ment when  we  consider  that  these  enormous  masses 
were  hewn  from  their  native  bed,  and  fashioned 
into  shape,  by  a people  ignorant  of  the  use  of 
iron ; that  they  were  brought  from  quarries,  from 
four  to  fifteen  leagues  distant,  without  the  aid  of 
beasts  of  burden ; were  transported  across  rivers 
and  ravines,  raised  to  their  elevated  position  on 
the  sierra , and  finally  adjusted  there  with  the 
nicest  accuracy,  without  the  knowledge  of  tools 
and  machinery  familiar  to  the  European.  Twenty 
thousand  men  are  said  to  have  been  employed  on 
that  great  structure,  the  fortified  palace  on  the 
hill  overlooking  the  city  of  Cuzco.  However  this 
may  be,  we  see  in  it  the  workings  of  a despotism 
which  had  the  lives  and  fortunes  of  its  vassals  at 
its  absolute  disposal,  and  which,  however  mild  in 
its  general  character,  esteemed  these  vassals,  when 
employed  in  its  service,  as  lightly  as  the  brute 
animals  for  which  they  served  as  a substitute.’ 

The  great  question  still  remains.  What  was 
the  religion  of  the  Peruvians,  when  they  first  be- 
came acquainted  with  Europeans,  and  with  that 
form  of  Christianity  which  those  Europeans  placed 
before  them  ? 

It  is  singular  that  among  the  American  tribes 
there  was,  from  a remote  period,  an  acknowledg- 
ment of  a supreme  Being,  as  the  great  Spirit* 
In  Peru,  in  a valley  not  far  from  Lima,  was  an 
ancient  temple,  dedicated  to  Him  under  the  name 
of  Pachacamac,  ‘ He  Who  gives  life  to  the  universe/ 
This  existed  before  the  dynasty  of  the  incas.  But, 
practically,  the  great  Spirit,  as  an  object  of  wor- 
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ship,  was  overlooked.  The  religion  of  Peru  was 
taught  them  by  an  idolatrous  mythology.  This 
recognised  a future  state  for  body  as  well  as  soul. 
Hence  the  custom  of  embalming  the  incas.  The 
occupations  of  the  life  to  come  were  believed  to 
be  similar  to  those  of  the  present ; for  which 
reason,  the  wives  and  favourite  domestics  of  the 
incas  were  slain,  to  accompany  them  into  the 
next  world.  Their  religion  embodied  few  moral 
principles.  The  good,  according  to  their  notions 
of  goodness,  were  rewarded  in  a state  of  luxurious 
ease  and  enjoyment;  the  bad  were  punished  by 
grinding  and  incessant  toil.  Their  traditions  re- 
ferred to  a deluge,  from  the  destruction  of  which 
only  some  persons  escaped.  The  chief  object 
of  their  worship  was  the  sun.  The  moon  was 
honoured  as  his  sister  and  wife : the  stars  were 
her  train  of  attendants.  Yenus,  the  brightest  of 
them,  was  said  to  be  a youth  with  silver  locks, 
the  page  of  the  sun.  His  name  was  Chasca. 
There  were  temples  in  which  the  thunder  and 
lightning  were  worshipped,  as  the  ministers  of 
the  sun’s  power.  The  rainbow  was  a deity  emanat- 
ing from  him.  All  natural  objects  were  said  to 
have  a mother,  a power  from  which  they  origin- 
ated ; and  these  powers  of  nature  entered  into  the 
number  of  their  gods.  The  gods  of  the  conquered 
nations  were  ranked  among  their  own  deities,  and 
their  images  removed  to  Cuzco,  where  their  wor- 
shippers might  come  on  pilgrimage  to  visit  their 
shrines.  Temples  were  very  numerous  ; but  the 
grand  temple  of  the  sun  was  at  Cuzco.  It  was  a 
vast  building,  constructed  of  large  masses  of  stone  ; 
but  its  only  covering  was  a straw  thatch.  The 
interior  was  splendid  beyond  description.  It  was 
like  a mine  of  gold  and  silver : every  utensil  was 
of  gold.  On  the  western  wall  was  an  immense 
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plate  of  gold,  representing  the  sun.  It  was  a 
human  face,  surrounded  with  rajs,  thickl  j powdered 
with  emeralds  and  other  precious  stones.  Arrange- 
ments were  made  for  the  first  rajs  of  the  rising 
sun  to  fall  on  this  image,  which  then  became  for  a 
time  brilliant  and  dazzling.  There  was  a large 
priesthood  in  regular  subordination.  The  high 
priest  was  appointed  bj  the  monarch,  and  was 
generallj  one  of  his  brothers.  Onlj  the  nobles 
could  become  priests.  These  were  the  holj  order 
of  Peru.  Manj  festivals  were  celebrated  through 
the  jear,  and  these  were  scenes  of  gorgeous  splen- 
dour and  ceremonj  and  great  rejoicing.  On  verj 
rare  and  particular  occasions  a human  sacrifice 
was  offered ; but  this  was  alwajs  some  noble  joung 
maiden  or  noble  child.  The  terrible  butcherj  of 
the  Aztecs  was  unknown.  Once  a jear  a great 
festival  was  held  for  kindling  the  holj  fire.  This 
was  done  bj  collecting  the  solar  rajs  in  concave 
mirrors  of  polished  metal,  and  causing  them  to 
fall  on  dried  cotton.  For  the  custodj  of  this,  the 
order  of  Virgins  of  the  Sun,  in  some  respects 
similar  to  that  of  the  Vestal  Virgins  of  ancient 
Rome,  was  instituted. 

The  great  difference  between  the  social  condi- 
tion of  Peru  and  that  of  Mexico  consisted  in  the 
milder  character  of  the  former.  In  manj  respects 
the  j were  similar.  Indeed,  the  differences  maj  be 
accounted  for  bj  the  generallj  adopted  supposi- 
tion, that  at  one  time  the  older  Mexicans  were 
verj  similar  to  the  Peruvians  ; but  that  their  in- 
vasion and  conquest  bj  the  Aztecs  introduced  and 
established  the  bolder,  harsher  mjthologj  of  the 
conquerors,  in  which  the  martial  element  so  fear- 
full  j preponderated.  Prom  this  arose  the  horrible 
butcheries  bj  which  the  religion  of  the  Mexicans 
was  distinguished  when  thej  first  became  known 
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to  Cortes  and  his  .followers.  So  far  as  human 
safety  and  happiness  are  concerned,  the  polytheism 
of  Peru  was  immeasurably  superior  to  that  of 
Mexico,  with  its  dreadful  war-god.  Both,  how- 
ever, left  not  only  the  soul  of  man  uncared  for, 
but  his  mind  untrained,  undeveloped. 

Both  Mexico  and  Peru  were,  therefore,  far 
below  the  invaders,  and  soon  became  victims  to 
the  superior  power  which  was  connected  with 
superior  knowledge.  Still,  though  Christianity 
was  introduced  among  them,  it  was  little  more 
than  Christianity  in  name ; and  the  Christianity 
which  does  not  truly  regenerate  men  will  never 
regenerate  society.  The  Christianity  which  Cortes 
and  Pizarro  introduced  into  the  regions  which  they 
respectively  subdued  was  not  that  which  is  as 
truly  as  it  is  emphatically  described  by  the  apostle 
as  being  ‘ the  power  of  God  unto  salvation.’  The 
great  truths  of  the  Gospel  were  present ; but  their 
proper  position  was  not  given  to  them.  Christ, 
as  the  only  and  almighty  Saviour,  was  not  openly 
preached.  He  was  rather  the  stern  and  terrible 
judge,  to  whom  sinful  mortals  could  only  have 
access  by  a host  of  subordinate  intercessors  ; and 
these  became,  practically,  the  idols  of  a new  poly- 
theism. One  form  of  idolatry  was  exchanged  for 
another.  Instead,  also,  of  that  evangelical  method 
of  salvation  which  calls  into  energetic  exercise  all 
the  mental  faculties  and  feelings  in  ‘ repentance 
toward  God  and  faith  toward  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,’  the  deadening  doctrines  of  a primary 
externalism  were  taught : penance,  priestly  abso- 
lution, and  sacramental  salvation,  were  the  dis- 
tinguishing tenets  of  the  Christianity  of  the 
Spaniards.  Nor  were  the  fetters  broken.  The 
slaves  of  the  incas  became  the  vassals  of  Borne. 
Mental  liberty  was  denied  them  ; and  a system  of 
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political  absolutism,  whose  oppressions  were  often 
grinding,  took  the  place  of  the  not  less  absolute, 
but  yet  milder,  despotism  of  the  incas.  The 
experiment,  therefore,  has  failed.  After  three 
centuries,  the  more  active  and  educated  became 
the  disciples  of  V oltaire ; while  the  bulk  of  the 
people,  untaught  and  impassioned,  were  prepared 
to  follow  any  leader  who  appealed  to  their  pas- 
sions, and  presumed  on  their  ignorance.  A cen- 
tury ago,  the  Protestant  Anglo-Saxon  race  of 
North  America  won  by  war  their  independence 
from  the  mother- country,  and  established  the  Re- 
public of  the  United  States.  They  were,  pre- 
viously, enlightened  and  active  freemen,  pervaded 
by  that  love  of  order  and  that  respect  for  law  which 
Christianity  always  inspires.  The  consequence  was, 
that  no  sooner  was  peace  established,  than  they 
stood  forth  an  orderly  and  industrious  people ; 
and  though,  as  we  think,  their  institutions  are  in 
some  respects  defective,  the  influence  of  the  defects 
has  been  counteracted  by  their  personal  character. 
Widely  different  is  the  republicanism  of  the  United 
States  from  the  republicanism  of  the  infidel  theo- 
rists of  France.  The  citizens  of  the  United  States 
enjoy  a prosperity  before  unexampled  in  the  his- 
tory of  mankind. 

In  South  America  these  elements  were  not 
present.  Instead  of  Christianity  there  was  Popery. 
Freedom  from  European  dominion  was  demanded 
and  obtained  equally  by  Anglo-Saxon  and  by 
Spanish  America.  The  social  condition  of  the 
parties  respectively, — the  order  and  prosperity  of 
the  one,  the  chaotic  confusion  and  distress  of  the 
other, — must  be  felt  by  the  thoughtful  observer 
to  supply  a perfect  demonstration,  that  political 
freedom  coming  alone  will  not  cast  society  into 
the  form  necessary  for  the  well-being  of  its  mem- 
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bers.  The  case,  considered  in  its  history  and  in 
its  philosophy,  unanswerably  establishes  the  fact, 
that  not  to  difference  of  race,  but  to  difference  of 
religion,  is  the  difference  in  social  condition  to 
be  ascribed.  Pure,  vital  Christianity,  the  Chris- 
tianity, not  of  Pome,  but  of  the  Bible,  is  the 
efficient,  the  certain,  the  exclusive  civiliser  of 
mankind. 


CHAPTER  II. 


BIETH  AND  FAEENTAGE — EMBAEKS  FOE  THE  WEST — 
EXPEDITIONS  TO  DAEIEN — DISCOYEEY  OF  THE 
PACIFIC  OCEAN — PANAMA — EUMOUES  OF  GOLD 
REGIONS — PIZAERO  SAILS  SOUTHWARDS. 

FRANCISCO  PIZARRO  was  born,  probably 
about  1471,  at  Truxillo,  a city  of  Estrema- 
dura,  in  Spain.  He  was  tbe  illegitimate  son  of 
Erancisca  Gonzales,  a female  of  humble  condition. 
His  father,  Gonzalo  Pizarro,  was  a colonel  of  in- 
fantry, and  had  served  with  some  distinction 
under  Gonsalvo  de  Cordova,  in  the  Italian  and 
Navarrese  wars.  Young  Francisco  received  little 
attention  from  either  of  his  parents ; no  education 
was  given  him,  and  his  character  was  developed 
and  formed,  without  direction  or  care,  under  the 
influence  of  the  circumstances  in  which  he  spent 
his  youth  operating  on  a naturally  bold  and  reck- 
less disposition.  For  some  time  his  occupation 
was  that  of  a swineherd,  but  this  did  not  suit  his 
daring  and  energetic  temper ; and  when  he  arrived  at 
manhood,  his  dissatisfaction  was  increased  by  the 
wonderful  tales  concerning  the  New  World,  then 
recently  discovered  by  Columbus,  which  were  be- 
coming common  all  over  Spain.  He  first  became 
a soldier,  and  is  believed  to  have  spent  some  time 
in  Italy,  where  he  acquired  a reputation  for  a 
courage  which  no  dangers  could  alarm,  and  an 
obstinate  perseverance  which  no  difficulties  could 
tire.  His  dissatisfaction,  however,  still  continued ; 
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and,  with  many  others  like  himself,  he  began  to 
look  towards  the  regions  of  the  far  west. 

If  persons  of  high  degree,  who  had,  neverthe- 
less, to  experience  the  inconveniences  of  poverty, 
embarked  in  some  of  those  expeditions  to  which 
Cohimbns  had  opened  the  way,  hoping  to  find  the 
wealth  which  their  native  land  afforded  them  no 
means  of  procuring,  there  were  likewise  persons 
of  low  origin  and  violent  passions,  needy  adven- 
turers, who  had  nothing  to  lose,  and  who  anticipated 
great  gain,  when  removed  beyond  the  constant 
observation  and  control  of  steady  government  and 
strict  law,  and  who  were,  therefore,  ever  ready  to 
swell  the  number  of  the  followers  of  their  superiors 
in  rank.  One  of  these  followers  Pizarro  resolved 
to  become ; he  therefore  made  the  best  of  his  way 
to  Seville,  which  was  then  the  most  frequent  port 
of  embarkation  for  the  newly-discovered  lands. 
No  record,  however,  remains  of  the  first  move- 
ments, whose  issues  were  so  eventful  to  Peru.  The 
vessel  in  which  he  embarked,  the  commander  with 
whom  he  sailed,  the  time  when  he  commenced  his 
voyage  towards  the  regions  in  which  he  was  sub- 
sequently to  win  for  himself  so  proud  a name,  are 
all  unknown. 

He  would  offer  his  services,  no  doubt,  to  some 
speculating  captain  or  trader,  not  knowing  what 
was  to  befall  him;  but  resolved  to  make  use  of 
every  occurrence  which  appeared  to  promise  ad. 
vantages  to  himself.  The  first  time  that  he  ap- 
pears on  the  stage  of  history  is  towards  the  end 
of  1509,  when  we  find  him  at  Hispaniola,  joining 
Hon  Alonzo  de  Ojeda  in  his  expedition  to  the 
southern  shores  of  the  Caribbean  Sea,  westward  of 
the  Gulf  of  V enezuela.  The  first  fortunes  of  the 
•colony  which  it  was  the  object  of  the  romantic 
leader  to  establish  were  very  disastrous ; but  the 
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♦conduct  of  Pizarro  so  far  secured  Ms  confidence, 
tliat  lie  left  him  in  charge  of  the  settlements, 
while  he  himself  returned  to  Hispaniola  for  sup- 
plies. On  this  occasion  he  gave  earnest  of  his 
future  relentless  proceedings.  Provisions  were  so 
scarce  that  the  settlers  were  in  danger  of  perish- 
ing by  hunger : they  were,  notwithstanding,  too 
numerous  to  be  all  carried  away  by  the  small 
vessel  which  Ojeda  had  left  them,  and  by  which 
they  were  to  secure  their  own  safety,  if  he  did 
not  come  to  their  relief  within  a limited  time. 
Pizarro  actually  waited,  beholding  the  ravages  of 
death  among  his  followers,  till  their  numbers 
were  so  reduced  that  the  only  vessel  in  their  har- 
bour was  no  longer  too  small  to  contain  the  miser- 
able remnant.  His  character  was  evidently  formed. 
Bold  and  decided,  yet  cautious  and  persevering, 
strongly  moved  by  what  he  believed  to  be  religion, 
but  unchecked  by  any  principles  of  moral  equity, 
he  not  only  ascertained  what  blow  was  to  be  struck, 
but  what  was  the  proper  time  for  striking  it. 
Till  that  time  arrived,  all  ardour  appeared  to  be 
repressed  ; and  he  was  as  patient  in  the  endurance 
of  inactivity  as  he  was  in  sustaining  hardship  and 
toil ; but  when  the  anticipated  period  came,  there 
was  no  longer  even  the  appearance  of  hesitancy. 
What  he  thought  necessary  to  be  done,  whatever 
its  character  might  be,  that  he  did  without  shrink- 
ing. and  he  did  it  completely. 

As  he  had  no  other  object  in  view  than  his 
own  advancement,  he  fixed  on  no  particular  spot 
as  the  sphere  of  his  labours,  but  was  willing  to  go 
wherever,  and  with  whomsoever,  he  might  think 
his  purposes  were  most  likely  to  be  accomplished. 
Circumstances  which  are  not  known,  and  wMch, 
in  all  probability,  would  appear  exceedingly  trivial 
if  they  were  known,  fixed  him  chiefly  among  the 
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settlements  on  tlie  Isthmus  of  Darien.  He  was 
one  of  the  party  by  which  Balboa  was  accom- 
panied when  he  set  out  to  discover  that  great 
ocean  to  the  south,  of  which  he  had  heard  so 
much ; and  thus,  among  the  Europeans  who  first 
beheld  the  waters  of  the  Pacific,  was  the  man  who, 
in  the  course  of  a few  years,  totally  subverted  the 
most  powerful  and  wealthy  empire  on  its  eastern 
coasts.  Pizarro  was  one  of  the  ‘ soldiers  of  fortune r 
of  the  day ; and  when  Pedrarias  had  succeeded  in 
wresting  from  Balboa  not  only  his  command,  but 
his  life,  he  found  no  difficulty  in  securing  the 
services  of  the  future  conqueror  of  Peru.  He 
employed  him  in  various  military  expeditions 
against  the  Indians  of  the  neighbourhood ; and  in 
1515  he  selected  him  to  accompany  other  cavaliers 
on  a journey  to  the  coasts  of  the  Pacific,  to  trade 
with  the  natives  there.  Before  long  the  seat  of 
government  was  removed  from  the  northern  or, 
as  it  might  almost  be  termed,  the  European  side 
of  the  isthmus  to  the  southern,  where  it  was 
fixed  at  Panama ; and  as  the  courage  and  hardi- 
hood of  Pizarro  were  unquestionable,  his  name 
soon  became  conspicuous  among  those  who  ex- 
tended the  conquests  of  Spain  to  the  west  and 
north,  till  they  began  to  approach  the  confines  of 
the  empire  of  Montezuma. 

In  these  expeditions  he  acquired  great  fame  as. 
a military  leader;  but  he  had  found  little  to  gratify 
that  which  was  the  master  passion  of  these  Chris- 
tian discoverers  and  invaders  of  the  Hew  World. 
One  and  all  were  influenced  by  an  insatiable  thirst 
for  gold;  and  among  the  more  active  of  them, 
such  as  was  Pizarro,  the  independence  naturally 
generated  by  distance  from  that  supreme  authority 
to  which  they  owed  and  professed  allegiance 
issued  in  a desire  of  power  and  rule  to  which,  in 
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connection  with,  their  resolution  to  amass  wealth, 
they  literally  abandoned  themselves.  And  this, 
strange  as  it  may  appear,  was  mightily  strength- 
ened by  religion,  as  religion  was  understood  by 
them.  Of  the  Christianity  of  the  New  Testament 
they  were  as  ignorant  as  the  generality  of  their 
countrymen.  Of  its  true  spirit  they  knew  nothing. 
Its  doctrines  they  understood  not  as  flowing  from 
their  real  source ; they  received  them  as  put  forth 
in  the  prevailing  creeds  of  the  day,  the  additions 
of  Popery  along  with  the  great  facts  of  the  Gospel, 
and  occupying  the  higher  place.  The  proximate 
objects  of  worship  were  the  virgin  and  the  inter- 
ceding saints ; and  as  the  homage  they  themselves 
rendered  was  little  more  than  a verbal  profession 
of  belief,  they  were  satisfied  if  they  procured  as 
much  from  others. 

Papists  have  often  reproached  Protestants  for 
the  fanaticism  which  has  occasionally  appeared 
among  them ; but  the  wildest  antinomian  fanatics 
who  ever  taught  that  £ dominion  was  founded  in 
grace  ’ were  immeasurably  exceeded  by  those  who 
considered  themselves  as  the  orthodox  representa- 
tives of  the  so-called  ‘ Catholic  Church  ’ and  her 
representatives  and  missionaries  to  the  heathens 
of  America.  They  were  the  Christian  subjects  of 
a Christian  sovereign,  to  whom,  in  the  undisputed 
fulness  of  his  authority,  the  living  head  of  their 
religion,  claiming  to  be — we  write  it  with  sadness 
— the  vicar  of  Christ  on  earth , and  allowing  himself 
to  be  addressed,  ‘ Vice  Deo/  had  granted  the  right 
of  possessing  all  the  lands  they  might  discover,  and 
of  ruling  over — that  is,  enslaving — their  heathen 
inhabitants.  They,  therefore,  who  at  home,  how- 
ever aspiring  their  temper,  could  never  have  looked 
above  the  station  in  which  they  had  been  born, 
when  they  stood  in  these  newly- discovered  regions, 
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felt  that  these  limitations  existed  no  longer ; and. 
that,  as  all  that  ambition  might  desire  was  attain- 
able in  theory,  so  it  might  be,  if  sought  in  a spirit 
of  resolute  and  daring  enterprise,  not  less  attain- 
able in  fact. 

But  when  Pizarro  had  completed  his  fiftieth 
year,  whatever  hopes  he  might  have  previously 
cherished  appeared  likely  to  fade  away  in  disap- 
pointment. A very  little  way  to  the  south  of 
Panama  the  vessels  of  the  Spaniards  had  sailed 
but  discovery  as  yet  had  accomplished  nothing. 
Pizarro  had  an  unhealthy  spot  of  land  allotted  to 
him,  and,  according  to  the  custom  of  the~time,  so 
destructive  to  the  native  races,  along  with  this  a 
number  of  Indians  were  put  under  his  control — 
made,  in  reality,  his  slaves , in  order  to  its  cultiva- 
tion. The  Spaniards  were  gentlemen,  soldiers, 
Christians ! Too  proud  and  too  indolent  to  work, 
the  subjugated  races  were  compelled  to  the 
drudgery  of  toiling  for  the  stranger ; and,  in  many 
instances,  melted  away  under  the  hopeless  tyranny 
to  which  they  were  made  subject. 

For  some  time  there  had  been  floating  rumours 
of  regions  to  the  south,  where  the  precious  metals 
which  the  Spaniards  so  eagerly  coveted  were  to 
be  found  in  abundance.  Gradually  these  rumours 
thickened,  and  became  at  length  sufficiently  sub- 
stantial to  stimulate  to  more  active  enterprise 
those  to  whom  gold  was,  practically,  the  very  deity 
of  their  worship  and  service.  Don  Pedro  Arias 
de  Avila,  commonly  called  Pedrarias,  had  obtained 
an  American  government  by  court  favour.  He 
was  at  Darien  when  Balboa  discovered  the  Pacific 
Ocean;  and  the  baseness  and  malignity  of  the 
temper  of  Pedrarias  were  shown  in  the  treatment 
which  Balboa  received  at  his  hands.  But  though, 
under  form  of  law,  he  murdered  the  discoverer, 
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lie  saw  the  value  of  the  discovery,  and  transferred 
the  seat  of  his  government  to  Panama,  on  the 
south  side  of  the  isthmus.  Yarious  expeditions 
of  discovery  were  sent  out ; those  that  were  mari- 
time to  the  westward  and  northward,  those  that 
were  prosecuted  by  land  to  eastward  and  north- 
ward ; and  ultimately  the  cavaliers  from  Panama 
met  at  Honduras  with  some  of  the  companions  of 
Cortes,  who  had  descended  there,  southward  and 
eastward,  from  the  great  table-land  of  Mexico. 

In  1522  an  expedition  sailed  from  Panama 
towards  the  south,  under  Pascual  de  Andagoya. 
When  he  had  reached  Puerto  de  Pinas,  at  the 
extremity  of  the  isthmus,  about  *7\°  north  lati- 
tude, want  of  health  compelled  him  to  return. 
The  reports  of  a wealthy  country  to  the  south 
were  confirmed  by  him;  but  he  likewise  estab- 
lished the  fact,  that  the  regions  lying  between 
presented  great  and  discouraging  difficulties,  not 
the  least  among  them  being  the  bold  and  warlike 
character  of  their  inhabitants.  About  the  time 
of  his  return,  however,  rumours  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  Cortes  in  the  north  had  become  current ; 
and  the  spirit  of  adventure,  in  which  avarice 
and  ambition  so  largely  mingled,  received  a new 
impulse.  By  three  persons  it  was  especially  felt. 
One  of  them  was  Diego  de  Almagro,  a gallant 
soldier  of  fortune,  frank  and  liberal  in  his  dis- 
position, hasty  and  violent  in  his  passions,  but 
after  the  first  outbreak  not  difficult  to  be  appeased. 
The  second  was  Fernando  de  Luque,  a Spanish 
ecclesiastic,  Vicar  of  Panama,  a prudent  man,  well 
acquainted  with  the  world,  and  possessing  great 
influence  in  the  community  by  the  respectability 
of  his  character.  The  third  was  Francisco  Pizarro. 
Frequent  conversation  led  the  three  to  enter  into 
a confederacy  for  the  prosecution  of  discovery  to 
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the  south.  Pizarro  was  to  command,  and  the 
business  of  equipping  the  vessels  was  undertaken 
by  Almagro.  Both  of  them  agreed  to  contribute 
their  little  stock  towards  the  expenses  of  the 
expedition;  but  the  greater  part  was  furnished 
by  Luque. 

Pedrarias  gave  his  consent,  but  stipulated  for 
a large  share  of  the  anticipated  profits.  Two 
small  vessels  were  purchased  ; one  of  which  had 
actually  been  prepared  by  poor  Balboa  himself  for 
a similar  enterprise,  and  since  his  death  had  lain 
dismantled  in  the  harbour.  Almagro  lost  no  time- 
in  putting  on  board  the  requisite  stores ; indeed, 
it  appeared  ultimately  that  his  haste  had  been  so 
great  as  to  be  prejudicial  to  the  success  of  the 
voyage.  Some  difficulty  was  found  in  procuring 
a sufficient  number  of  men.  Many  were  intimi- 
dated by  the  uncertainties  which  seemed  to  rest 
on  the  final  object;  while  the  hardships  to  be 
endured,  and  the  dangers  to  be  met  and  overcome, 
appeared  certain.  They  succeeded,  at  length,  in 
persuading  about  a hundred  men  to  join  them,, 
though  many  of  them  were  of  very  doubtful  cha- 
racter. It  was  agreed  that  Pizarro  should  sail  at 
once,  that  Almagro  should  follow  as  soon  as  the' 
second  vessel  should  be  ready  for  sea,  and  that 
Luque  should  remain  at  Panama  watching  over 
the  interests  of  the  confederates  there,  as  might 
from  time  to  time  be  necessary.  Everything  being 
ready  by  the  middle  of  November,  1524,  Pizarra 
went  on  board,  assumed  the  command,  and  sailed 
out  of  the  harbour. 

This  was  the  beginning  of  the  work,  the  com- 
pletion of  which  was  the  subversion  of  the  empire 
of  the  incas,  the  establishment  of  Spanish  ruffi 
along  the  western  shores  of  the  southern  continent,, 
so  far  as  they  are  comfortably  habitable  by  man3l 
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and  tlie  opening  of  tiie  most  abundant  sources  of 
metallic  wealth  for  Europe.  The  gold  and  ^silver, 
which  in  Peru  were  little  more  than  ornamental, 
were  to  be  poured  so  profusely  into  Europe  as  to 
give  a new  character  to  its  commercial  proceedings, 
and  to  assist  in  giving  a higher  character  to  its 
civilisation. 


c 2 


CHAPTER  III. 


STORMS  AND  FAMINE — ATTACKED  BY  THE  INDIANS — 
RETURN  TO  PANAMA — EXPEDITION  UNDER  ALMAGRO 
— AGREEMENT  FOR  FURTHER  DISCOYERY. 

THE  Bay  of  Panama  is  a deep  inlet,  formed  by 
a long  projection  to  the  south  from  the 
country  west  of  the  city.  The  Puerto  de  Pinas, 
on  the  opposite  coast,  less  than  a degree  beyond 
the  entrance  of  the  bay,  had  been  the  limit  of  the 
voyage  of  Andagoya.  Doubling  this  point,  Pizarro 
sailed  into  the  small  river  of  Biru,  which  has  been 
supposed  by  some  to  have  led  the  Spaniards  to 
apply  the  term  Peru  to  the  empire  of  the  incas. 
The  country  here  he  found  to  be  swampy  and 
woody,  with  no  traces  of  inhabitants,  and  afford- 
ing no  means  of  subsistence.  Attempting  to  sail 
farther,  the  weather  became  very  stormy,  and  the 
provisions  on  board  began  to  fail.  The  men  were 
reduced  to  an  allowance  of  two  ears  of  Indian  corn 
daily ; and,  after  struggling  with  storms,  and  being 
in  danger  of  foundering,  they  returned  to  the  har- 
bour from  which  they  had  sailed  some  days  before. 
Even  here  they  were  in  scarcely  less  wretched  cir- 
cumstances than  when  at  sea,  and  the  men  de- 
manded to  be  taken  back  to  Panama.  It  required 
all  the  talent  of  the  leader,  who  felt  that  return 
would  be  ruin,  to  persuade  them  to  remain  ; and 
he  only  succeeded  by  despatching  the  vessel,  and 
half  the  crew,  under  the  orders  of  Montenegro, 
one  of  his  officers,  to  the  Isle  of  Pearls,  a few 
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leagues  south  of  Panama,  for  a fresh  stock  of 
provisions. 

For  several  weeks  the  sufferings  of  those  who 
were  left  were  extreme.  Several  died  of  starva- 
tion. Their  only  food  consisted  of  unwholesome 
berries  which  they  gathered  in  the  woods,  and  a 
few  shell-fish  picked  up  on  the  shore.  They  had 
not  strength  to  explore  the  country,  and  the  men 
were  only  kept  in  any  degree  of  order  by  seeing 
that  their  commander  shared  in  all  their  privations. 
More  than  twenty  had  died,  and  the  remainder 
were  unable  to  make  any  exertion,  when,  one  even- 
ing, a light  was  seen  at  a distance.  With  difficulty 
forcing  their  way  through  the  wood,  a small  Indian 
village  was  found,  the  inhabitants  of  which  fled 
from  their  huts  in  terror,  and  the  famished  Spa- 
niards eagerly  seized  on  the  few  provisions,  chiefly 
cocoa-nuts  and  maize,  which  they  contained.  As 
no  violence  was  threatened  to  the  villagers,  they 
soon  returned ; and,  in  the  course  of  such  conver- 
sation as  could  be  held,  the  Spaniards  were  told  of 
a much  larger  country  a long  way  off  towards  the 
south.  But  the  darling  object  of  the  white  man’s 
craving  was  present.  The  Indians  wore  ornaments 
of  gold,  some  of  them  of  considerable  size ; and 
when  it  was  said  that  these  came  from  the  country 
to  the  south,  the  hopes  of  avarice  were  again 
revived. 

The  villagers  said  that  there  was  a great  king 
who  lived  across  the  mountains,  at  the  distance  of 
about  ten  days’  journey,  and  that  his  dominions 
had  been  invaded  by  another,  also  from  the  south, 
called  the  Child  of  the  Sun.  The  reference  was 
probably  to  Quito,  which  had  been  invaded  some 
years  before  the  expedition  of  Pizarro  by  the 
Peruvian  inca,  Huayna  Capac,  one  of  the  most 
warlike  of  the  Peruvian  monarchs.  The  Spaniards 
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returned  to  the  coast  with  their  hunger  satisfied, 
and  their  desires  for  gold  stimulated.  And  very 
soon  after  Montenegro,  who  had  been  absent  six 
weeks,  returned;  and  in  the  abundance  afforded 
by  the  supplies  which  he  brought,  past  distresses 
were  forgotten,  and  the  men  were  as  eager  to  pro- 
secute their  voyage  as  they  had  before  been  to 
return  home.  Pizarro  named  the  spot  where  they 
had  remained  so  long  and  suffered  so  much  Puerto 
de  la  Harnbre,  the  4 Port  of  Famine,’  and  once 
more  gave  his  sails  to  the  wind. 

The  vessel  proceeded  southward,  keeping  close 
in  with  the  shore.  Perceiving  a place  somewhat 
more  free  from  wood,  Pizarro  landed  with  a small 
body  of  men,  and  soon  came  to  a village,  from 
which,  however,  the  natives  had  fled.  In  the 
houses  was  obtained  a good  store  of  maize,  and 
the  sight  of  ornaments  of  gold  again  excited 
Spanish  avidity.  But  there  was  one  awful  spec- 
tacle. Before  a fire  a piece  of  human  flesh  was 
roasting.  It  was  the  first  time  they  had  found  any 
trace  of  cannibalism,  and  they  left  the  place  with 
horror.  At  sea  a tropical  storm  came  down  on 
them  with  all  its  fury;  but  they  held  on  their 
course  ; and  when  it  had  subsided,  the  appearance 
of  the  interior  induced  them  to  land,  as  Pizarro 
believed  he  should  meet  with  inhabitants.  About 
a league  from  the  shore  they  came  to  a town  of 
considerable  size,  well  defended  by  palisades, 
though  the  inhabitants  had  fled.  The  crew  took 
what  provisions  and  gold  were  in  the  houses,  and 
returned  to  the  coast. 

The  late  storms  had  so  strained  their  bark,  that 
Pizarro  resolved  to  send  her  back  for  repairs,  be- 
lieving that  the  place  where  they  had  landed  was 
favourable  for  defence,  should  they  be  attacked. 
He  first,  however,  sent  a party  under  Montene  gro 
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to  explore  the  country.  The  Indians,  meanwhile, 
had  been  watching  all  their  movements ; and  when 
the  detachment  was  sufficiently  separated  from  the 
main  body,  they  fell  on  it,  and  were  with  great 
difficulty  repulsed.  Three  Spaniards  were  killed. 
Montenegro  hastened  back ; but  the  Indians  took 
a nearer  path,  and  attacked  Pizarro.  He  was  too 
much  on  his  guard,  however,  to  be  surprised ; and 
seeing  their  approach,  he  sallied  out  to  meet  them. 
They  soon  perceived  who  was  the  leader,  and 
directed  all  their  force  against  him.  Once  he  was 
thrown  down.  With  a shout  of  triumph  some  of 
them  sprang  forward  to  drag  him  away ; but  his 
activity  and  boldness  saved  him.  Springing  on 
his  feet,  he  struck  down  his  foremost  assailants  ; 
and  while  he  and  his  men  were  thus  fighting  for 
their  lives,  Montenegro  arrived,  fell  on  their  rear, 
and  they  were  driven  away  in  confusion.  Two 
more  Spaniards  were  killed,  and  many  wounded. 

Pizarro  now  saw  that  he  could  remain  here  no 
longer ; and  as  the  vessel  absolutely  needed  repairs, 
and  the  wounded  attention  and  quiet,  he  came  to 
the  resolution  of  returning,  reporting  their  pro- 
ceedings to  the  governor,  and  obtaining  help  for 
the  more  efficient  prosecution  of  their  voyage. 
Sailing  into  the  Bay  of  Panama,  he  landed  at 
Chicama,  a place  a short  distance  to  the  west  of 
the  city,  and  sent  his  treasurer  with  the  vessel, 
and  the  gold  they  had  collected,  to  the  governor. 

In  the  meantime  Almagro  had  not  been  idle, 
though  it  was  long  before  he  was  ready  to  follow 
Pizarro ; but  having  equipped  a small  caravel,  and 
engaged  sixty  or  seventy  men,  chiefly  of  the  lowest 
order  of  the  colonists,  he  set  sail.  Marks  had 
been  agreed  upon  by  which  he  might  know  where 
his  friends  had  been,  and  he  traced  them  till  he 
arrived  at  the  scene  of  the  last  sanguinary  con- 


40 


PIZARRO. 


test.  The  Indians  evinced  the  same  hostility,  and 
Almagro  attached  them  with  such  fury,  that  they 
were  driven  into  the  forests  in  the  rear,  and  their 
habitations  destroyed.  He  proceeded  farther  south, 
touching  at  several  places,  finding  evidences  of  a 
greater  population,  and  collecting  considerable 
quantities  of  gold ; but  reaching  the  fourth  degree 
of  south  latitude,  and  no  longer  perceiving  any 
traces  of  his  companions,  he,  also,  resolved  to  return, 
and  found  Pizarro  at  Chicama.  The  expedition 
had  not  been  altogether  unsuccessful.  Much  gold 
had  been  collected ; and  the  confederates  were  fully 
convinced  that  farther  to  the  south  would  be  found 
the  regions  of  inexhaustible  wealth. 

It  required  all  the  influence  of  Father  Luque 
to  win  a reluctant  consent  from  Pedrarias.  He 
would  not  contribute  anything  to  the  enterprise 
and,  instead  of  stipulating  for  a share  in  the  con- 
tingent profits,  he  insisted  on  the  absolute  payment 
of  a sum  equivalent  to  a few  thousand  pounds,  and 
for  this  he  relinquished  his  share  of  the  treasure 
of  the  incas.  Malignity  defeated  avarice.  He  had 
put  Balboa  to  death  when  projecting  the  discovery 
of  Peru,  and  now  did  all  that  he  could  to  hinder 
the  movements  of  Pizarro.  He  insisted  on  naming 
Almagro  as  equal  in  authority  to  his  senior  com- 
panion, and  thus  planted  in  the  mind  of  the  latter 
the  seeds  of  distrust,  which  bore  eventually  the 
fruits  of  bitter  evil. 

Hitherto  all  had  been  no  more  than  preparatory 
experiment.  After  much  consultation  the  three 
confederates  entered  into  a solemn  compact,  in 
writing,  by  which,  as  Father  Luque  contributed 
by  far  the  greatest  portion  of  the  necessary  ex- 
penses, it  was  agreed  that  his  share  of  the  profits 
was  to  equal  that  of  each  of  the  others.  They,  on 
their  part,  devoted  themselves  to  the  grand  under- 
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taking.  This  instrument  was  dated  March  10th, 
1526.  The  signatures  of  Pizarro  and  Almagro 
were  affixed,  by  their  command,  by  two  respectable 
citizens  of  Panama,  as  neither  the  one  nor  the 
other  was  able  to  write  his  own  name. 

The  language  of  the  document  was  strikingly 
religious,  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  the  sincerity 
of  the  parties ; but  when  their  after-conduct  is 
remembered,  and  the  relentless  butcheries  of  which 
they  were  the  authors  are  considered,  it  will  be 
evident  that  the  language  of  religion,  even  when 
sincerely  used,  furnishes  no  proof  of  the  moral 
enlightenment  of  those  by  whom  it  is  employed. 
They  may  say  that  they  intend  to  advance  the 
glory  of  God  and  the  kingdom  of  the  Redeemer, 
and  what  they  say  they  may  mean;  but  their 
meaning  is  to  be  connected  with  the  opinions  on  the 
subject  which  they  held.  Thus  explained,  their 
proceedings  become  consistent  with  their  profes- 
sions, although  the  former  be  not  less  opposed  to 
the  true  spirit  of  the  Gospel  than  the  latter  seem 
to  be  in  agreement  with  it.  The  bulls  of  the  popes, 
the  bulls  of  a Borgia,  are  always  pious  in  expression; 
but  he  who  should  argue  from  the  piety  of  the 
writing  to  the  piety  of  the  writers  would  be  un- 
answerably confuted  by  a reference,  in  the  first 
place,  to  the  instrument  of  confederation  between 
Father  Luque,  Pizarro,  and  Almagro,  for  the  dis- 
covery and  conquest  of  Peru ; and,  in  the  next, 
to  the  actual  proceedings  of  the  commanders  of 
the  expedition.  Hor  is  the  instrument  itself  in- 
significant, even  in  its  bearings  on  this  question. 
Provisions  are  carefully  inserted  for  the  right  dis- 
tribution of  the  treasures  which  were  expected  to 
be  amassed.  How  were  these  to  be  obtained  ? The 
Pervuians  were  heathens  ; and  therefore  they  were 
to  be  made  Christians  by  compulsion,  and  their 
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■wealth  was  to  become  the  property  of  the  men  who 
invaded  their  country  only  because  it  was  reported 
to  be  wealthy  ! In  the  daylight  of  truth,  the  just 
value  of  such  language  may  be  estimated  with  no 
.great  difficulty. 


CHAPTER  IV. 


PIZARR0  AND  ALMAGRO  AGAIN  SAIL  SOUTHWARDS — 
ARRIVAL  AT  SAN  JUAN — RUIZ  CROSSES  THE  EQUA- 
TOR— DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  COUNTRY — ALMAGRO 

RETURNS — PRIVATIONS  AND  DISAFFECTION THE 

EXPEDITION  RECRUITED — FURTHER  RESEARCHES — 
RETURN  TO  PANAMA — PIZARRO’S  MISSION  TO  THE 
COURT  OF  SPAIN. 

HAYIR Gr  procured  two  vessels,  and  equipped 
them  as  dear-bought  experience  had  shown 
to  be  necessary,  the  two  captains  prepared  to  em- 
bark. They  had  obtained  a few  horses,  and  this 
time  they  took  a small  supply  of  fire-arms  and 
ammunition,  A hundred  and  sixty  men  had  also 
been  persuaded  to  accompany  them ; and  this  was 
the  armament  designed  for  the  invasion  and  con- 
quest— let  not  the  word  spoliation  be  forgotten — 
of  an  empire  which  all  reports  agreed  in  represent- 
ing as  civilised  and  mighty. 

Sailing  in  the  summer  season,  their  safety  was 
not  endangered  by  storms,  as  in  the  former  voyage. 
They  directed  their  course  at  once  to  the  river  De 
San  Juan,  the  point  beyond  which  Almagro  had 
not  thought  it  prudent  to  proceed.  They  here 
found  such  a booty  of  gold,  that  on  consultation 
they  resolved  on  a change  of  proceeding.  They 
felt  that  their  strength  was  too  insufficient  to  justify 
hopes  of  success ; and  believed  that  the  sight  of 
the  gold  they  had  obtained  already,  though  they 
had  scarcely  reached  the  extreme  borders  where 
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tlie  anticipated  conquest  was  to  begin,  would  stimu- 
late others  to  join  them.  Almagro,  therefore,  was 
to  return  to  Panama,  Pizarro  to  remain  where  he 
was,  and  the  pilot,  Ruiz,  a sagacious  and  resolute 
navigator  from  the  port  out  of  which  Columbus 
had  sailed,  was  to  reconnoitre  the  country  towards 
the  south. 

Puiz  ran  along  the  coast  till  he  had  nearly 
reached  the  equator.  He  was  one  day  struck  with 
astonishment  at  seeing  a sail,  as  he  knew  there 
were  no  European  vessels  in  those  seas.  He  found 
it  to  be  a rudely- constructed  bark,  or  rather  raft, 
with  a square  sail  of  cotton,  which  slowly  impelled 
the  heavy  fabric.  This  kind  of  vessel,  called  by 
the  natives  a balsa , is  still  in  use.  There  were 
several  Indians,  men  and  women,  on  board,  having 
on  their  persons  gold  and  silver  ornaments  of  more 
ski]ful  fabrication  than  the  Spaniards  had  yet  seen, 
besides  a considerable  quantity  which  they  were 
carrying  along  the  coast  for  traffic.  Their  woollen 
dresses  also  attracted  his  attention.  The  cloth  was 
of  a fine  texture,  delicately  embroidered  with  figures 
of  birds  and  flowers,  and  dyed  in  brilliant  colours. 
Two  of  them  had  come  from  a port  called  Tumbez, 
some  distance  to  the  south ; and  they  gave  him  to 
understand  that  there  the  fields  were  covered  with 
the  animals  from  whose  wool  the  garments  were 
made,  and  that  in  the  palace  of  their  king  gold  and 
silver  were  as  plentiful  as  wood.  Ruiz  detained 
two  or  three,  among  them  the  Tumbeze,  that  they 
might  repeat  the  exciting  tale  to  his  comrades, 
and  allowed  the  balsa  to  pursue  its  course.  He 
sailed  only  a little  farther,  reaching  the  Punta  de 
Pasado,  about  half  a degree  to  the  south,  being 
thus  the  first  European  who  crossed  the  equator  in 
the  Pacific,  and  then  returned  to  Rio  de  San  Juan, 
after  an  absence  of  several  weeks. 
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In  the  meanwhile,  Pizarro  had  once  more  been 
passing  through  circumstances  the  most  disheart- 
ening. He  had  endeavoured  to  explore  the  country ; 
but  the  hills  upon  hills  of  the  Andes,  which  there 
nearly  approached  the  coast,  with  their  steep 
ascents,  fearful  precipices,  and  deep  ravines,  and 
especially  the  almost  impervious  tropical  forests, 
baffled  all  his  attempts.  The  natives  were  hostile 
and  watchful,  and  cut  off  every  straggler.  A canoe 
had  been  constructed  to  ascend  one  of  the  streams ; 
and,  running  aground,  its  crew  of  fourteen  men 
were  carried  off.  Fragrant  and  richly-tinted 
flowers  they  saw,  and  crowds  of  monkeys,  and 
flocks  of  birds,  especially  parrots,  whose  plumage 
was  as  beautiful  and  variegated  as  the  flowers  on 
the  ground.  But  there  were  also  hideous  reptiles 
in  the  dark  and  slimy  pools.  The  gigantic  boa 
coiled  around  the  trees,  so  as  scarcely  to  be  dis- 
tinguished from  their  trunks,  ready  to  seize  and 
crush  his  prey.  In  the  waters  was  the  alligator 
concealed  till  his  incautious  victim  came  within  his 
reach.  Several  Spaniards  perished  thus  miserably. 
Food  also  was  scarce.  The  wild  potato,  and  uncul- 
tivated cocoa-nut,  afforded  little  help  ; and  clouds 
of  mosquitoes  stung  them  almost  to  madness. 

Pizarro,  and  a few  like  himself,  retained  their 
courage.  They  had  chosen  their  path,  and  were 
resolved  to  persevere  in  it,  sustaining  every  hard- 
ship in  prospect  of  ultimate  recompense ; but  the 
rest  only  thought  of  returning.  It  was  at  this 
period  that  ftuiz  rejoined  them;  and  soon  after, 
Almagro  entered  the  river  with  a fresh  supply  of 
stores,  and  an  addition  to  their  strength  of  more 
than  eighty  men,  most  of  whom  were  military 
adventurers  newly  arrived  from  Spain,  to  whom 
the  expedition  of  Almagro  afforded  the  prospect  of 
realising  the  expectations  which  had  induced  them 
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to  quit  their  homes.  Despondency  now  gave  place 
to  elation,  and  all  demanded  to  be  carried  onwards. 
The  voyage  was  renewed ; and,  though  the  wind 
and  weather  had  become  far  less  favourable,  in  a 
short  time  they  anchored  off  the  port  of  Tacamez, 
near  the  equator.  All  along  the  coast  the  aspect 
of  the  country  had  been  for  some  distance  beautiful 
and  inviting,  with  increasing  evidences  of  higher 
civilisation.  At  Tacamez  they  saw  a town  with 
more  than  two  thousand  houses,  laid  out  in  regular 
streets,  with  a numerous  population,  displaying 
many  ornaments  of  gold  and  precious  stones. 

Here  seemed  to  be  the  opening  to  all  they 
desired.  But  disappointment  again  met  them. 
The  natives  were  not  only  bold  and  hostile,  but 
trained  to  act  in  concert,  and  with  military  skill. 
On  the  shore  was  an  army  of  more  than  ten  thou- 
sand warriors,  defying  the  Spaniards,  and  eager 
to  come  to  battle.  Even  if  their  better  discipline 
and  weapons  would  have  secured  the  victory,  they 
had  only  come  to  the  verge  of  the  country.  Every 
league  they  sailed  disclosed  a greater  population. 
What  was  to  be  done  ? Almagro  proposed  that 
he  should  return  for  help,  while  Pizarro  should 
take  up  a strong  position,  and  await  his  return. 
The  recollection  of  bitter  sufferings  caused  Pizarro 
to  reject  the  proposal  when  first  made ; and  the 
disagreement  was  so  strong,  that  they  were  only 
prevented  from  engaging  in  a murderous  sword 
conflict  by  their  friends,  who  represented  the  ruin 
to  the  whole  cause  which  must  ensue.  Eventually, 
judgment  resumed  its  sway,  and  Pizarro  yielded. 
He  was  learning  to  conquer  all  opposition  to  his 
progress,  even  though  it  should  arise  from  his  own 
feelings.  To  prevent  any  complaints  from  the  dis- 
affected, all  letters  were  seized  ; but  a few  wrote 
to  the  governor,  condemning  the  whole  project, 
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and  begging  that  a vessel  might  be  sent  to  take 
such  of  them  away  as  might  be  alive  at  its  arrival. 
This  was  concealed  in  a ball  of  cotton,  which  they 
sent,  as  a specimen  of  the  productions  of  the 
country,  to  the  governor’s  lady.  The  island  of 
Gallo,  not  far  from  the  shore,  about  two  degrees 
north  of  the  equator,  was  chosen  as  the  safest 
residence  of  the  remaining  party. 

On  the  arrival  of  Almagro  at  Panama,  scarcely 
had  he  begun  his  solicitations  for  help,  when  the 
effects  of  the  letter  of  complaint  were  felt.  Those 
few  complainers  had  nearly  rendered  the  whole 
project  abortive.  The  crew  of  Almagro  certainly 
did  not  look  like  men  whose  latter  labours  had 
been  prosperous;  and  soon  after  his  departure 
from  the  south,  Pizarro  actually  sent  back  the 
remaining  vessel,  feeling  himself  stronger  with  the 
few  than  with  the  many . And  the  meagre  appear- 
ance of  the  whole  so  strengthened  the  representa- 
tions of  the  letter  received  by  the  governor,  that  he 
rejected  the  petitions  of  Almagro,  and  despatched 
two  vessels  to  the  isle  of  Gallo,  under  the  command 
of  a cavalier  named  Tafur,  with  orders  to  bring 
back  every  Spaniard  whom  he  might  find  alive  at 
the  time  of  his  arrival  there. 

Pizarro  and  his  companions  were  again  pass- 
ing through  distresses  like  those  which  they  had 
experienced  on  former  occasions.  It  was  the  rainy 
season ; food  was  scanty  and  unwholesome,  and  their 
means  of  shelter  of  the  poorest  description.  When, 
therefore,  the  vessels  sent  by  the  governor  arrived, 
the  spirit  of  enterprise  was  finally  quenched  in 
nearly  the  whole  number.  But  Pizarro  was  un- 
changed. He  felt  that  the  crisis  of  his  life  was 
come.  Luque  and  Almagro  had  written  to  him, 
beseeching  him  to  persevere,  and  faithfully  pro- 
mised that  in  a short  time  he  should  receive 
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assistance.  For  Ms  undaunted  spirit,  this  was 
enough.  When  the  whole  company  were  standing 
on  the  shore,  he  briefly  but  firmly  told  them  his 
purpose. 

We  thus  come  to  another  scene  in  the  course 
of  American  discovery  worthy  the  pencil  of  the 
artist.  A number  of  men  are  standing  by  the 
sea-side,  two  vessels  being  moored  at  a small  dis- 
tance. Some  of  them  look  contented  and  healthy. 
These  are  Tafur,  and  such  of  his  men  as  were 
then  on  shore.  Bub  the  rest  are  wan  and  gaunt, 
hardship  and  famine  having  been  at  work  on  them  ; 
and  they  look  to  the  ships  for  removal  and  safety. 
One  is  among  them  of  lofty  bearing,  tall  and  thin ; 
his  countenance  shows  as  much  of  suffering  as 
that  of  any  other ; but  thought  and  care  sit  on 
his  brow.  He  has  drawn  his  sword,  and  traced, 
on  the  sand,  a line  from  east  to  west,  and  is  now 
addressing  the  company.  This  is  Francisco 
Pizarro,  the  conqueror  of  the  incas,  and  the  first 
European  governor  of  their  vast  and  wealthy  em- 
pire. These  are  his  words  : 6 Friends  and  com- 
rades, on  that  side  are  hunger,  toil,  nakedness, 
the  drenching  storm,  desertion,  and  death ; on  this 
side  ease  and  pleasure.  There  lies  Peru  with  its 
riches ; here,  Panama  and  poverty.  Choose  each 
man  what  best  becomes  a brave  Castilian.  For 
my  part,  I GO  to  the  south  V So  saying,  he 
stepped  across  the  line.  And  that  movement 
settled  the  conquest  of  Peru.  The  question  was 
decided  by  the  undaunted,  unshrinking  purpose  of 
one  man.  Buiz,  the  brave  pilot,  followed  him, 
and  next  Pedro  de  Candia,  a cavalier  born  in  the 
Grecian  island  from  which  he  took  his  name. 
By  eleven  others  the  example  was  followed ; and 
there,  south  of  the  line,  stand  the  fourteen  men 
constituting  the  staff  of  the  army  by  which  the 
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"battle  was  to  be  fongbt  and  tbe  victory  won 
wbicb  sbonld  decide  the  fate  of  a great  empire. 

Tafur  understood  not  the  men.  To  him  their 
conduct  only  appeared  as  madness  and  disobe- 
dience. He  refused  to  leave  them  a vessel,  and 
was  only  persuaded  with  great  difficulty  to  supply 
them  with  a few  stores.  He  soon  after  departed. 
Ruiz  accompanied  him  to  co-operate  with  Luque 
;and  Almagro. 

About  twenty-five  leagues  to  the  north  of  their 
present  residence  lay  the  small  island  of  Grorgona, 
about  five  leagues  from  the  continent.  It  was  un- 
inhabited, and  contained  springs  of  good  water, 
and  a species  of  pheasant,  with  the  hare  or  rabbit 
of  the  country.  To  this  Pizarro  resolved  to  re- 
move, for  which  purpose  a rude  raft  was  con- 
structed. In  this  place  they  spent  several  tedious 
months.  The  sincerity  of  Pizarro  in  his  religion, 
so  far  as  he  understood  it,  was  impressively  mani- 
fested. Morning  prayers  were  said  regularly,  the 
evening  hymn  to  the  Virgin  as  regularly  sung, 
and  the  festivals  of  the  Church  were  duly  observed. 
Imperfect  and  even  erring  as  were  their  religious 
opinions,  it  was  their  religious  trust  that  sustained 
them.  Too  surrounded  by  error  to  allow  a true 
moral  influence,  yet,  without  its  power,  it  may  be 
doubted  whether  their  resolution  could  have  been 
upheld,  and  their  perseverance  secured. 

Luque  and  Almagro,  on  the  arrival  of  Ruiz, 
ugain  applied  to  Rios,  the  governor;  and,  by 
representing  to  him  the  fact  that  their  comrade 
was  serving  the  crown,  extorted  a reluctant  con- 
sent to  a very  limited  supply.  A small  vessel 
with  provisions  and  arms  and  ammunition  was 
at  length  despatched,  and  reached  the  island  of 
Gorgona  when  it  had  been  tenanted  by  the 
Spaniards  seven  months. 
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Pizarro  was  fully  aware  that  his  power  was 
utterly  inadequate  to  the  work  of  conquest,  espe- 
cially as  the  vessel  was  to  return  to  Panama  as 
soon  after  the  expiration  of  six  months  as  should 
be  possible.  He  resolved,  therefore,  that  his 
voyage  should  be  one  of  observation.  To  the 
natives,  only  the  bright  side  of  European  charac- 
ter was  to  be  shown ; and,  though  opportunities 
of  collecting  gold  quietly  were  not  to  be  neglected, 
no  violence  was  to  be  used.  The  plan  being  laid 
down,  the  voyage  was  commenced.  The  vessel 
steered  along  the  coast;  and  Pizarro  observed 
that  the  vast  mountain  chain  continued  without 
interruption.  As  they  proceeded  they  saw  that 
the  country  became  more  fertile  and  populous. 
Everywhere  evidences  appeared  of  a high  exter- 
nal civilisation,  and  of  a government  regular  and 
strong.  They  soon  arrived  at  Point  Pasado,  the 
limit  of  the  discoveries  of  Ruiz,  and  coasted  on- 
wards, struck  with  admiration  at  all  they  witnessed 
on  the  shore,  till,  in  twenty  days,  they  reached 
the  Gulf  Guayaquil,  latitude  3°  south.  They 
were  now  abreast  of  some  of  the  most  stupendous 
heights  of  the  magnificent  Andes.  Chimborazo 
and  the  dazzling  cone  of  Cotopaxi  were  both  in 
view  far  away  to  the  north-east.  The  plain  at  the 
foot  of  the  hills  was  narrow,  but  intersected  by 
rivulets,  and  covered  by  villages  and  fruitful  fields. 
All  betokened  industry,  quiet  enjoyment,  and 
what  the  lovers  of  gold  considered  as  wealth. 
Many  balsas  were  seen. 

At  Tumbez,  a little  distance  to  the  south  of 
the  gulf,  they  landed.  Here  Pizarro  first  saw  the 
llama, — the  1 little  camel/  as  the  Spaniards  called 
it.  They  found  here  an  inca  noble,  and  managed 
to  have  some  imperfect  conversation  with  him. 
He  wished  to  know  whence  the  strangers  came, 


CONQUEST  OP  PERU* 


53 


and  for  what  purpose.  Pizarro  told  him  he  was 
the  vassal  of  the  greatest  prince  in  the  world,  and 
had  come  to  assert  his  master's  lawful  supremacy 
over  the  country,  and  also  to  teach  them  the 
knowledge  of  the  true  God,  and  to  rescue  them 
from  the  dominion  of  idolatry  and  evil  spirits. 
Pedro  de  Candia  went  on  shore  in  complete  ar- 
mour, with  his  musket  on  his  shoulder.  The 
Indians  were  as  much  astonished  by  the  glittering 
steel  in  which  he  was  cased  as  he  was  at  the  vast 
profusion  of  gold  and  silver  with  which  the  tem- 
ple of  the  sun  in  the  place  was,  as  he  expressed 
it,  ‘ tapestried.’  Their  astonishment  knew  no 
bounds  when  he  fired  his  piece,  and  shattered  the 
mark  which  he  had  set  up  at  a distance. 

Pizarro  was  now  convinced  that  he  had  found 
the  country  of  which  so  many  lofty  but  obscure 
reports  had  been  heard  at  Panama.  However,  he 
continued  his  coasting  voyage,  though  sometimes 
the  weather  was  awfully  tempestuous ; but  all  that 
he  saw  confirmed  his  impressions  as  to  the  charac- 
ter of  the  country.  He  passed  Cape  Blanco,  about 
4°  south  latitude ; and,  after  sailing  a degree  or 
two  nearly  due  south,  he  found  that  he  had  passed 
the  most  westerly  point  of  the  continent,  and  that 
the  direction  of  the  coast-line  was  considerably  to 
the  east  of  south.  He  reached  before  long  the 
ninth  parallel  of  south  latitude,  near  the  spot  on 
the  coast  on  which  Truxillo  was  subsequently 
erected ; and  here  his  onward  voyage  closed.  He 
felt  that  the  grand  discovery  had  now  been  madev 
and  that  he  was  prepared  to  return  and  report 
on  it  with  confidence,  as  well  as  to  secure  the 
means  of  reaping  from  it  the  anticipated  advan- 
tages. He  therefore  turned  his  prow  once  more 
northward,  touched  at  several  places  on  the  coast 
to  confirm  his  opinions  or  increase  his  informa- 
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tion.  At  Tumbez,  several  of  his  followers  wished 
to  regain  ; among  them,  an  active  cavalier,  Alonzo* 
de  Molina.  Pizarro,  believing  that  his  future^ 
plans  would  be  aided  by  the  knowledge  of  the 
people  and  of  their  language  which  they  might 
acquire,  agreed  to  their  request;  and  at  length, 
after  an  absence  of  eighteen  months,  he  again 
anchored  at  Panama. 

For  himself  and  his  two  associates,  his  return 
was  an  occasion  of  complete  triumph  ; but  from 
the  governor  they  could  obtain  no  encouragement. 
Either  indolently  satisfied  with  the  proceedings  in 
the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  the  colony,  or 
appalled  by  the  magnitude  of  the  plans  proposed 
by  the  confederates,  he  refused  all  assistance ; and 
again  did  the  question  arise : 6 Shall  we  still  pro- 
ceed ; or,  having  our  object  at  length  clearly  de- 
fined, cease  from  attempting  to  secure  it  P ’ The 
result  of  their  consultations  was  a resolution  to 
apply  to  the  crown.  But  who  was  to  be  the- 
applicant  ? Professional  duties  confined  Luque  to* 
his  post ; Almagro  acknowledged  himself  that  he 
was  not  the  proper  person.  Pizarro  preferred  en- 
gaging at  once  in  the  enterprise,  and  Luque 
evidently  feared  that  he  would  be  too  much  dis- 
posed to  seek  superior  advantages  for  himself. 
But  Almagro,  though  blunt  and  fiery,  was  too 
generous  for  suspicion.  He  knew  the  real  powers 
of  his  companion;  and  was  willing  to  trust  him. 
Hone,  he  said,  could  represent  the  case  so  well  as 
the  man  who  had  been  the  chief  agent  in  the  dis- 
covery, and  was  not  only  acquainted  with  its  value, 
but  deeply  interested  in  seizing  the  prize  which, 
with  sufficient  power,  was  already  within  their 
grasp. 

It  was  finally  decided  that  Pizarro  should  re- 
turn to  Spain;  and,  though  not  without  great 
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difficulty,  so  low  Lad  their  credit  fallen,  fifteen 
hundred  ducats  were  raised  to  defray  his  expenses, 
and  enable  him  to  make  a proper  appearance  at 
the  proud  court  of  Spain.  His  preparations  being 
completed,  in  the  spring  of  1528  he  left  Panama 
for  Europe,  accompamedT  By  Pedro  “de^Gandia. 
He  was  careful  to  carry  with  him  a quantity  of 
gold  and  silver,  and  specimens  of  the  productions 
of  the  country.  He  was  now  fifty-seven  years 
old.  If  the  ardour  of  youth  existed  no  longer,  the 
iron  will  was  unweakened.  Years  of  observant 
activity  had  taught  him  to  plan  with  far-seeing 
rapidity,  and,  having  arrived  at  his  conclusions, 
and  formed  his  purposes,  to  execute  them  fully, 
without  flinching  or  delay.  His  was  one  of  those 
master  minds  which  think  coolly  before  they 
resolve;  but  which,  having  resolved,  proceed  at 
once  to  act.  Hever  swayed  by  passion  or  caprice, 
he  was  never  deterred  by  pity  or  fear.  With  him 
there  was  but  one  question : What  was  necessary 
to  be  done  ? When  he  saw  this,  he  did  it.  Where 
the  mind  is  enlightened,  the  motive  pure,  the 
object  right,  this  is  the  secret  of  true  greatness. 
Where  the  contrary  conditions  exist,  greatness 
may  still  result ; but  it  will  be  the  greatness  of 
crime  and  guilt. 


CHAPTER  V. 


SPAIN  AND  WESTERN  DISCOVERY — PIZARRO’S  RECEP- 
TION BY  CHARLES  V. — ROYAL  ASSENT  TO  THE  CON- 
QUEST OF  PERU — PIZARRO  RETURNS  TO  AMERICA — • 
AMBITION — FALSE  AND  REAL  CHRISTIANITY. 

NEVER  had  monarchs,  in  so  short  a time, 
such  applications  made  to  them  as  those 
of  Spain  at  the  periods  to  which  we  are  now  re- 
ferring. Scarcely  had  they  made  their  country 
one , by  the  union  of  the  crowns  of  Arragon  and 
Castile,  and  by  the  expulsion  of  the  Moors,  and 
the  consequent  reduction  of  Granada,  when  Colum- 
bus sought  to  be  enabled  to  search  out  the  lands 
beyond  the  mighty  Atlantic.  His  application  was 
successful ; and  the  first  European  banner  that 
waved  in  the  New  World  was  the  banner  of  Spain. 
A few  years  rolled  away,  and  Cortes  was  allowed 
to  make  the  empire  of  Montezuma  a vice-royalty 
of  Spain.  The  youthful  and  ambitious  descend- 
ant of  Ferdinand  and  Isabella,  in  1519,  became 
Emperor  of  Germany,  Charles  V.  In  1526,  by 
the  defeat  of  his  rival,  Francis  I.,  King  of  France, 
at  the  battle  of  Pavia,  and  in  1527,  by  the  con- 
quest of  Rome  by  his  army,  the  topmost  pinnacle 
of  his  greatness  seemed  to  be  reached.  A prize 
was  yet  to  be  won,  though  he  knew  it  not,  in  point 
of  wealth  the  richest  of  all ; but  this  was  placed 
in  full  view  before  him  in  1528.  Early  in  the 
summer  of  that  year,  Pizarro  landed  at  Seville, 
whence  he  had  sailed  twenty  years  before  a home- 
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less  wanderer,  an  obscure  adventurer.  His  earliest 
reception  there  was  most  singular.  His  first  lodg- 
ing was  a prison.  A man  of  the  name  of  Enciso 
had  contributed  on  speculation  towards  colonisa- 
tion on  the  mainland  of  the  newly- discovered 
regions,  and  had  claims  on  the  first  settlers  of 
Darien.  Pizarro  was  one  of  these ; and  Enciso, 
hearing  of  his  arrival,  had  the  officers  of  justice 
in  readiness,  and  as  soon  as  he  landed  he  was 
arrested  for  the  debt.  He  sent  word  to  the  court, 
however,  of  his  errand  and  condition,  and  his 
liberation  was  immediately  ordered. 

Charles  was  now  at  Toledo,  preparing  to  em- 
bark for  Italy.  He  was  aware  that  the  Hew 
World,  by  the  wide  openings  it  furnished  for  com- 
merce, would  eventually  add  to  the  strength  of 
his  empire ; but  his  ambitious  projects  required  a 
present  supply  of  wealth,  and  the  returns  of  trade, 
however  sure,  were  only  gradual.  The  conquest 
of  Mexico  brightened  his  prospects,  and  won  from 
him  an  attention  which  the  slower  performances 
of  his  new  colonies  had  failed  to  obtain.  But  the 
narrative  of  Pizarro,  supported  as  it  was  by  the 
specimens  he  had  taken  care  to  be  able  to  display, 
set  before  the  emperor  views  of  splendour  which, 
brilliant  as  they  were,  were  more  attractive  be- 
cause more  suited  to  his  actual  circumstances. 
The  gold  and  silver  so  eagerly  sought  by  the 
colonists  for  the  sake  of  their  avarice  were  by  him 
desired  as  the  means  of  gratifying  his  ambition ; 
and  if  the  relations  of  the  discoverer  were  true, — 
which  there  was  no  reason  to  doubt, — even  Mexico 
must  yield  to  Peru.  Pizarro  told  his  own  tale. 
His  hardships  and  sufferings  were  feelingly  de- 
picted ; but  he  had  borne  all,  he  said,  and  when 
difficulties  most  increased,  pressed  through  all,  to 
extend  the  empire  and  advance  the  greatness  of 
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liis  sovereign.  His  audience  were  moved  even  to 
tears ; for  he  spoke  of  dangers  which  himself  had 
braved,  perils  from  which  himself  had  escaped, 
achievements  which  himself  had  won.  And  here 
were  the  proofs.  The  llama  excited  general  atten- 
tion. The  wondrous  modern  revival  of  trade  had 
already  commenced ; and  the  far-seeing  monarch 
acknowledged  the  value  of  this  new  kind  of  wool 
in  its  relation  to  manufactures.  He  saw  not  that 
the  Protestantism  he  was  seeking  to  crush  would 
raise  to  commercial  greatness  a people  of  whom 
he  thought  little ; and  that  the  spiritual  domina- 
tion, in  the  gorgeous  ceremonials  of  which  he  was 
leading  his  people  in  splendid  but  humiliating 
vassalage,  would  subdue  their  energies,  relax 
every  fibre  of  their  spirits,  and  reduce  them  to 
that  debasement,  that  they  would  be  able  only  to 
tear  down  a corrupt  despotism  in  the  wild  fury  of 
revolutionary  passion ; while — both  in  their  own 
country  and  in  their  colonies — to  supply  its  place 
by  a happier  reconstruction  of  the  edifice,  years  of 
civil  distraction  would  prove  them  to  be  utterly 
powerless,  even  there  where  the  very  earth  would 
yield  to  them  exhaustless  supplies  of  wealth.  In 
return  for  her  silver  and  gold,  Charles  gave  to 
Peru  the  pride  and  despotism  of  Spain,  and  the 
superstition  and  tyranny  of  Pome ; but, — so,  a cen- 
tury ago,  wrote  the  bard  of  indignant 4 Charity  ’ — 

* How  dark  the  veil  that  intercepts  the  blaze 
Of  Heaven’s  mysterious  purposes  and  ways  ! 

God  stood  not,  though  He  seemed  to  stand,  aloof , 
And  at  this  hour  the  conqueror  feels  the  proof  ; 

The  wealth  he  won  drew  down  an  instant  curse. 
The  fretting  plague  is  in  the  public  purse, 

The  cankered  spoil  corrodes  the  pining  state, 
Starved  by  that  indolence  their  mines  create.’ 

Cortes  was  likewise  at  the  Spanish  court.  He 
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had  come  home  the  conqueror  of  Mexico,  to  seek 
that  his  wrongs  might  he  redressed  and  his  ser- 
vices rewarded.  Did  it  never  occur  to  Pizarro 
that  when  he  had  won  the  prize,  a jealous  and  un- 
grateful master  might  give  to  another  the  honours 
and  the  rewards  merited  by  his  own  labours,  and 
that  years  of  toil  might  be  closed  by  a frowning 
neglect  like  that  which  Columbus  and  Cortes  had 
experienced  ? Little  could  he  anticipate  the  still 
more  melancholy  fate  that  awaited  him. 

On  the  26th  of  July,  1529,  the  capitulation 
was  executed  which  defined  the  powers  and  privi- 
leges. The  right  of  discovery  and  conquest  in 
Peru  was  secured  to  him.  Nearly  all  the  prero- 
gatives of  viceroy  were  to  be  exercised  by  him, 
with  the  title  and  rank  of  governor  and  captain- 
general.  Almagro  was  appointed  commander  of 
the  fortress  of  Tumbez,  with  the  rank  and  privi- 
leges of  an  hidalgo.  Father  Luque  was  to  be 
Bishop  of  Tumbez  and  Protector  of  the  Indians  of 
Peru.  Ruiz  was  made  Grand  Pilot  of  the  Southern 
Ocean,  Candia  -was  to  command  the  artillery,  and 
the  eleven  who  on  the  desolate  island  resolved  to 
remain  with  Pizarro  were  created  hidalgos  and 
cavalieros,  and  raised  to  certain  municipal  dig- 
nities which  were  to  exist  when  the  work  of  con- 
quest was  achieved,  and  the  civil  regulations  of 
the  country,  as  a dependency  of  Spain,  finally 
arranged.  Liberal  salaries  were  likewise  granted 
by  the  crown  to  all  the  parties  concerned,  in  pro- 
portion to  their  rank.  The  crown  could  afford  to 
be  liberal.  These  salaries  were  not  to  be  paid  out 
of  the  royal  treasury,  but  from  the  revenues  of 
the  conquered  country.  Encouragement  was  also 
given  to  emigration ; only  lawyers  and  attorneys 
were  prohibited  strictly,  lest  harmony  should  be 
disturbed  by  litigation.  Pizarro,  on  his  part,  was 
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bound,  in  six  months  from  the  date  of  the  instru- 
ment, to  raise  a well  equipped  force  of  two  hundred 
and  fifty  men ! one  hundred  of  whom  might  be 
taken  from  the  colonies.  The  government  engaged 
to  render  a trifling  assistance  in  the  purchase  of 
artillery  and  military  stores.  At  this  small  ex- 
pense did  Spain  seek  to  obtain  the  dominion  of 
Peru,  and  to  secure  its  affluence.  The  real  charge 
was  to  be  borne  by  the  undertakers,  and  the  very 
recompense  they  were  to  receive  after  all  their 
perils  and  toils  was  to  be  derived  from  their  own 
success.  High-sounding  titles  were  given,  and 
permission  to  engage  in  labours  and  hardships. 
The  crown  allowed  the  reapers  to  enter  the  field 
:at  their  own  cost,  and  stipulated  carefully  for  the 
fruits. 

But  if  the  government  was  providently  selfish, 
Pizarro  himself  was  not  less  so.  His  conduct  justi- 
fied the  suspicions  of  Father  Luque,  who  feared 
that  he  would,  when  on  the  spot,  secure  all  the 
highest  posts  for  himself,  and  therefore  wished 
some  third  person  to  be  sent,  who  should  be  equally 
concerned  for  all.  ‘ God  grant,  my  children/  said 
the  keen-sighted  man,  ‘ that  one  of  you  may  not  rob 
the  other  of  his  blessing/  Almagro  had,  though 
in  a different  manner,  yet  equally,  contributed  to 
the  successful  issue  of  the  plans,  as  well  as  to 
their  first  formation.  It  is  true  he  was  not  neg- 
lected, but  his  post  was  subordinate.  To  Father 
Luque  alone  was  Pizarro  faithful,  for  the  soldier 
could  not  be  a bishop ; but  in  every  other  respect 
his  first  care  was  for  himself.  The  bitter  fruits 
of  his  selfishness  he  ultimately  reaped.  Sis  sin 
found  him  out. 

He  now  proceeded  to  Truxillo,  his  birthplace, 
hoping  to  be  able  to  engage  adventurers.  He 
found  four  brothers  there,  three  of  them  illegiti- 
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mate.  One  was  related  to  him  by  bis  mother’s 
side,  Francisco  Martin  de  Alcantara ; the  other 
two  were  his  paternal  brothers,  Gonzalo  and  Juan 
Pizarro.  They  were  all  full  of  the  haughtiness  of 
the  Spaniard,  exceedingly  poor,  and  eager  for 
wealth.  The  fourth  brother,  Hernando  Pizarro, 
was  a legitimate  son.  He  possessed  a singular 
capacity  for  business,  and  ultimately  acquired 
great  influence  with  Francisco  ; but  his  talents 
were  more  than  compensated  by  the  evils  of  his 
disposition.  He  was  insufferably  proud,  exasper- 
ated by  the  least  slight,  and  implacable  in  resent- 
ment. And  he  was  as  pitiless  as  he  was  resentful. 
Though  jealously  demanding  every  attention  he 
chose  to  consider  as  his  right,  his  arrogance  was 
continually  wounding  the  self-love  of  others. 
Francisco  always  sought,  at  least  by  a plausible 
exterior,  to  conciliate  others,  and  as  far  as  possible 
to  prevent  the  existence  of  obstacles  by  which  his 
progress  might  be  impeded ; but  of  this  Hernando 
was  regardless,  and  multiplied  the  difficulties  in 
his  way  by  his  offensive  conduct.  In  the  sequel* 
the  mischief  thus  occasioned  will  be  seen. 

Pizarro  found  great  difficulty  both  in  raising 
funds  and  in  collecting  men.  When  the  six  months 
had  elapsed,  the  requisite  number  had  not  joined 
him,  and  he  was  at  length  obliged  to  sail  some- 
what clandestinely,  lest  the  Council  of  the  Indies, 
on  discovering  the  deficiency,  should  prohibit  his 
departure.  He  left  Spain  in  January,  1530,  and, 
after  a prosperous  voyage,  anchored  on  the  north- 
ern side  of  the  isthmus.  Luque  and  Almagro  soon 
joined  him.  The  latter  complained  that  his  trusted 
companion  had  betrayed  him;  but  Pizarro  had 
his  excuse  ready.  He  said  that  the  government 
would  not  confer  equal  powers  on  two  persons  lest 
jealousies  should  arise,  and  thus  the  object  of  the 
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enterprise  Tbe  exposed  to  defeat;  that  lie  had  no 
alternative  between  accepting  all  and  declining 
all;  and  that  the  country  was  large  enough  to 
satisfy  the  ambition  of  them  both.  But  Almagro 
was  not  satisfied,  and  it  was  evident  that  estrange- 
ment had  taken  the  place  of  confidence.  Almagro 
appears  to  have  regarded  the  presence  of  the 
brothers  of  Pizarro,  not  unnaturally,  with  distrust ; 
and  the  final  terms  of  reconciliation  not  only  strictly 
confirmed  the  original  agreement  of  the  equal 
division  of  the  spoil,  but  included  the  engagement 
that  no  office  was  to  be  sought  by  Pizarro,  even 
for  his  brothers,  till  full  provision  had  been  made 
for  Almagro. 

It  is  only  fair  to  observe  that  Father  Luque 
complained  of  the  ingratitude  of  both  his  com- 
panions. When  the  motives  were  so  selfish  and 
the  objects  so  earthly,  what  else  could  be  expected  ? 
Is  it  possible  to  regard  the  whole  transaction  with- 
out the  most  painful  feelings  of  its  entire  in- 
justice ? Luque  was  by  profession  a Christian 
minister,  anticipating,  as  his  reward,  the  honours 
and  wealth  of  a new  bishopric.  And  what  did 
the  confederacy  propose,  to  which  the  chief  means 
of  action  were  contributed  by  himself?  The 
Spaniards  had  no  more  right  to  their  country 
than  the  Peruvians  to  theirs.  The  monarchs  of 
Spain  had  no  stronger  claims  to  their  throne  than 
could  be  set  forth  on  behalf  of  their  own  by  the 
incas  of  Peru.  But  the  Peruvians,  incas  and  sub- 
jects, were  heathens.  What  then  ? It  was  the  j 
duty  of  the  Spaniards  to  preach  to  them  the  true 
God ; but  the  design  of  the  confederates — for  which  j 
they  had  received  the  official  sanction  of  the  ! 
crown — was  to  conquer  the  country,  seize  on  its 
wealth  for  division,  and  dethrone  its  monarchs,  ■ 
that  they  might  themselves  rise  to  power.  And 


CONQUEST  OF  PEEU. 


63 


the  original  foundation  of  this  vast  superstructure 
of  crime  was  the  formal  gift  of  a man  whom  they 
acknowledged  as  the  vicar  of  God  on  earth,  to 
whom  his  followers,  in  dedicating  their  hooks, 
say,  putting  the  phrase  in  the  forefront  of  their 
work,  Vice  Deo,  and  who,  holding  the  vice-royalty 
of  heaven,  may  distribute  the  territories  and 
dignities  of  the  world  according  to  his  will ! The 
opposition  of  Charles  to  the  pope,  his  very  battling 
against  him  when  his  political  purposes  required, 
speaks  volumes  as  to  the  true  character  of  the 
faith  of  these  ‘most  Catholic’  sovereigns.  Did 
any  of  their  subjects  dare  to  think  for  themselves  P 
auto  da  fes , stakes,  f aggots,  and  flames,  established 
the  supremacy  of  the  pope ! Did  they  desire  to 
subjugate  an,  as  to  them,  unoffending  nation,  and 
to  turn  all  their  channels  of  wealth,  from  their 
very  source,  into  their  own  treasury  ? their  justi- 
fication was  the  supremacy  of  the  pope ! Did  the 
pope,  as  an  independent  sovereign,  thwart  their 
purposes  and  oppose  their  will  ? their  armies  over- 
ran his  territories,  sacked  his  metropolis,  and  held 
him  imprisoned  in  his  own  castle  ! Beyond  this, 
was  it  possible  for  hypocrisy  to  go  ? 

How  different  the  conduct  of  the  modern  mis- 
sionaries of  Protestant  churches  ! They  go  forth 
‘ for  His  name’s  sake  ’ Whom  they  serve,  £ taking 
nothing  of  the  Gentiles.’  As  with  their  lives  in 
their  hands,  the  love  of  Christ  in  their  hearts,  the 
truth  of  Christ  on  their  lips,  they  go  among 
savages  and  cannibals,  Hottentots  and  Kafirs, 
Hew  Zealanders,  Fijians,  and  Tonguese,  alone, 
i save  that  God  is  with  them;  unprotected,  save 
that  God  is  their  shield;  attract  their  audience 
by  no  gorgeous  ceremonial,  but,  appealing  to  the 
common  reason  of  man,  they  declare  the  truth  in 
its  pure  simplicity,  imploring  and  obtaining  the 


04 


PIZAEEO. 


promised  presence  and  aid  of  God  the  Spirit  to 
render  their  declarations  effectual.  That  they  thus 
go,  is  good ; hut  ‘ the  best  of  all  is,  that  God  is 
with  them/  The  wilderness  blossoms  as  the  rose, 
and  the  desert  places  rejoice.  The  seeds  of  a true 
civilisation  are  broadcast  over  the  land ; the 
savage  enters  with  delight  into  the  blessedness  of 
social  life ; a spring  breaks  out  in  the  dry  and 
thirsty  land,  from  which  streams  forth  one  of  those 
increasingly  numerous  rivulets  which,  widening 
and  deepening  as  they  go,  shall  at  length  unite  in 
one ; and  as  the  ocean  fills  its  capacious  basin,  so 
shall  ‘ the  knowledge  of  the  Lord  fill  the  earth/ 
The  rhetoric  of  truth  says,  that  when  the 
missionary  enters  the  land  of  the  heathen  savage, 
he  unfurls  the  banner  of  the  Cross,  and  proclaims 
the  rights  of  that  ‘other  King,  one  Jesus/  Whom 
Paul  preached.  The  melancholy  narrations  of  in- 
dignant history  tell  us  that  in  Mexico  and  Peru 
the  Spaniards  literally  unfurled  and  set  up  the 
banners  of  Castile,  and  proclaimed  that  the  mon- 
arch of  a European  state  was  the  lord  and  master 
of  regions  in  a country  whose  very  existence  had 
but  just  become  known  to  the  eastern  hemisphere, 
that  their  sovereigns  were  his  vassals,  their  people 
his  subjects.  Where  are  ‘ the  marks  of  the  true 
Church  of  Christ  ’ found  ? 


CHAPTER  V I. 


I'lZAEEO’S  THIED  EXPEDITION  FEOM  PANAMA — LANDS 
AT  ST.  MAETIN — ADYENTUEES  ON  THE  COAST — THE 
PEEUYIAN  MONAECHY — SAN  MIGUEL  FOUNDED  AND 
GAEEISONED — MAECH  INTO  THE  INTEEIOE — ENTEES 
CAXAMAECA — AEMED  DEPUTATION  TO  THE  INCA. 

EARLY  in  January,  1531,  Pizarro  sailed  from 
Panama  on  Ms  tMrd  and  last  expedition 
for  the  conquest  of  Peru.  In  completing  his  pre- 
parations for  his  departure,  he  had  experienced 
great  difficulty,  and  his  final  equipment  was  much 
below  his  engagements  with  the  crown.  Tales  of 
the  hardships  of  the  past  had  been  repeated  so 
often  by  those  who  had  passed  through  them,  that 
even  the  magnificent  promises  he  now  was  able  to 
make  failed  of  their  effect.  A few  were  found 
who  were  now  willing  to  see  the  close  of  the 
undertaking  which  they  had  formerly  deserted, 
and  some  stragglers  from  the  neighbouring  settle- 
ments were  added.  The  force  brought  over  from 
Spain  was  better  equipped,  especially  in  arms  and 
ammunition,  than  any  by  which  he  had  been  ac- 
companied before,  and  he  had  twenty-seven  horses 
to  form  a troop  of  cavalry.  But  the  whole  only 
amounted  to  a hundred  and  eighty  men.  These 
were  embarked  in  three  vessels,  which  he  had  to 
provide  at  Panama;  the  two  in  which  his  com- 
pany had  sailed  from  Spain  being  left  on  the 
other  side  of  the  isthmus.  Almagro  had  again  to 
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remain  behind  fr  r a time,  to  provide  supplies  and 
reinforcements . 

In  thirteen  days  he  anchored  in  the  Bay  of  St. 
Martin,  a degree  north  of  the  equator.  He  hero 
disembarked  his  forces  to  advance  along  the  coast, 
while  the  vessels  continued  their  course  within  a 
convenient  distance.  The  march  was  extremely 
difficult.  At  length  they  came  to  a town,  which 
they  suddenly  attacked.  The  Indians  fled.  In 
their  deserted  dwellings  plenty  of  food  was  found ; 
and,  besides  woollen  manufactures,  stores  of  gold 
and  silver  ornaments,  clumsily  executed,  but  still 
gold  and  silver.  They  also  collected  a quantity 
of  precious  stones,  particularly  emeralds.  All  was 
then  thrown  into  a common  heap.  A fifth  was 
next  deducted  as  the  share  of  the  crown,  and  the 
remainder  distributed,  in  due  proportions,  among 
the  officers  and  privates.  This  was  the  usage  in- 
variably observed  on  like  occasions  throughout  the 
period  of  the  conquest.  A large  quantity  of  gold 
was  likewise  sent  to  Panama.  Pizarro  rightly 
argued  that  the  sight  of  so  much  booty,  so  early 
obtained,  would  induce  those  who  had  wavered  to 
join  his  standard. 

Continuing  his  march  along  the  coast,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  toils  and  hardships  of  travel,  he 
had  to  encounter  the  hostility  of  the  Indians. 
The  invasion  had  begun.  Hone  joined  him.  Hone 
brought  him  supplies.  He  was  often  waylaid 
and  harassed,  so  that  his  soldiers  became  ex- 
ceedingly discontented.  He  was  directing  his 
course  towards  Tumbez,  intending  to  occupy  the 
island  of  Puna  (3°  south  latitude),  where  he  could 
encamp  till  prepared  to  attack  the  city.  Before 
he  arrived  there  a vessel  brought  him  supplies 
from  Panama,  with  the  high  officers  appointed 
by  the  crown  to  attend  the  expedition.  Another 
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brought  him  a reinforcement  of  thirty  men,  under 
Benalcazar,  an  officer  who  afterwards  rose  to  high 
distinction.  Soon  after  he  had  established  his 
quarters  at  Puna  a conspiracy  of  certain  chiefs 
against  him  was  reported.  They  were  instantly 
seized  and  slain.  On  this  the  enraged  inhabitants 
flew  to  arms.  Their  numbers  were  great ; but 
availed  little  against  the  discipline  of  the  well- 
armed  Spaniards,  assisted,  too,  both  by  their  fire- 
arms and  cavalry.  Though  defeated,  their  enmity 
continued,  and  Pizarro  welcomed  the  arrival  of 
a hundred  volunteers  from  Panama  with  more 
horses.  Thus  strengthened,  he  began  to  prepare 
for  his  ulterior  measures. 

The  state  of  the  Peruvian  monarchy  was  most 
favourable  to  his  undertaking.  Towards  the  close 
of  the  fifteenth  century,  the  inca,  Huayna  Capac, 
had  conquered  the  northern  kingdom  of  Quito, 
and  added  it  to  his  own  dominions.  As  able  to 
govern  in  peace  as  he  was  brave  to  command  in 
war,  he  so  ruled  over  his  consolidated  empire  as 
greatly  to  promote  its  prosperity.  He  died  in 
1525.  In  his  last  moments  he  departed  from  his 
usual  wisdom.  His  favourite  child,  the  youngest, 
was  Atahnallpa,  his  son  by  the  daughter  of  the 
monarch  of  Quito.  Por  the  first  time  the  empire 
was  directed  to  be  divided.  Huascar,  the  son  of 
his  wife  and  sister , was  the  heir  to  the  crown. 
Peru  proper  was  assigned  to  him,  while  Atahnallpa 
was  to  possess  the  kingdom  of  his  grandfather. 
P or  five  years  the  arrangement  continued.  Huas- 
car, four  or  five  and  thirty  years  old,  was  of  a 
gentle  temper.  Atahnallpa,  about  thirty,  was  war- 
like and  ambitious,  daring  and  crafty.  Dissen- 
sions at  length  arose,  followed  by  hostilities.  After 
a succession  of  battles,  in  which  the  troops  of 
Atahnallpa  were  generally  successful,  and  which 
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were  followed  by  ruthless  slaughters,  even  of  the 
unoffending  inhabitants,  evincing  the  fierce  and 
implacable  resentment  of  their  royal  commander, 
in  the  spring  of  1532,  only  a few  months  before 
the  arrival  of  the  Spaniards,  the  decisive  conflict 


HUASCAR. 


took  place.  Huascar  was  totally  defeated,  and 
taken  prisoner.  He  was  placed  in  strict  confine- 
ment, but  ordered  to  be  treated  suitably  to  his 
rank.  All  his  wives  and  children,  all,  in  fact, 
whom  the  conqueror  could  find  with  inca  blood 
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in  their  veins,  were  collected  and  slain  in  the  most 
savage  manner.  By  a wide-extended  carnage  he 
sought  to  exterminate  all  who  might  be  likely 
to  claim  the  throne.  He  now  re-nnited  the  pro- 
vinces, and  wore  the  undisputed  crown  of  the 
incas  of  Peru. 

Pizarro  passed  over  from  Puna  to  Tumbez. 
He  inquired  after  the  two  cavaliers  he  had  left 


INCA  EMPRESS. 


there.  Both  had  perished.  How,  he  could  not 
ascertain.  At  first  he  found  the  city  deserted. 
He  now  saw  the  necessity  of  conciliating  the  favour 
of  the  people,  and  gave  strict  orders  to  his  troops 
always  to  treat  them  kindly.  Early  in  May,  1532, 
he  commenced  his  march,  seeking  a favourable 
site  for  a settlement  whence  he  might  communi- 
cate with  the  colonies,  and  on  which  he  might  fall 
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back  in  case  of  disaster.  He  fixed  on  a rick  valley 
opening  on  the  coast,  about  thirty  leagues  south 
of  Tumbez  ; and  here,  by  the  constant  labours  of 
all,  the  first  Spanish  town  on  the  coast  was  erected, 
and  called  San  Miguel.  A regular  municipal  cor- 
poration was  established ; and  as  it  was  said  that 
the  colonists  could  not  support  themselves  with- 
out the  services  of  the  Indians,  nor  the  Indians  be 
made  Christians,  according  to  the  commandment 
of  the  crown,  unless  they  dwelt  with  the  Spaniards, 
allotments  of  the  doomed  race  were  made  to  the 
colonists  ; that  is,  the  slavery  which  was  wasting 
away  the  aborigines  of  the  West  Indies,  was  in- 
troduced into  Peru.  He  remained  here,  superin- 
tending proceedings,  collecting  information,  and 
forming  his  plans  for  the  future,  till  September. 
Before  leaving  San  Miguel  on  the  march  which 
was  to  decide  the  fate  of  Peru,  he  enjoined  the 
colonists  to  observe  good  order,  and  to  treat  the 
Indians  well.  Their  very  existence  depended  on 
the  preservation  of  the  colony  in  peace  and  strength. 
The  officers  of  the  crown  were  to  remain  here ; and 
the  command  of  the  garrison,  amounting  to  fifty 
soldiers,  was  entrusted  to  Antonio  Navarro. 

On  the  24th  of  September,  1532,  five  months 
after  landing  at  Tumbez,  Pizarro,  at  the  head  of 
somewhat  fewer  than  two  hundred  men,  marched 
forth  from  San  Miguel  for  the  death  struggle 
with  the  triumphant  Atahuallpa,  who  was,  with 
his  victorious  army,  encamped  at  the  distance  of 
a journey  of  ten  or  twelve  days  from  the  new 
settlement.  The  thoughtful  commander  had  col- 
lected much  information  respecting  the  divisions 
between  the  members  of  the  royal  family,  and  had 
decided  on  his  plan  of  operations.  By  waiting  for 
reinforcements  his  soldiers  would  be  left  in  inac- 
tion, and  leisure  be  afforded  for  discontents  to 
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•arise.  He  had  heard  of  the  opulence  and  splen- 
dour of  the  great  southern  capital ; hut,  were  he 
to  march  on  it,  the  difficulties  in  his  way  would 
he  scarcely  less  formidable  than  those  to  he  over- 
come hy  proceeding  at  once  to  the  royal  army ; 
and  everywhere  he  might  expect  to  he  met  with 
decided  opposition. 

The  grand  secret  of  his  success  hitherto  con- 
sisted in  the  impression  of  his  invincible  prowess, 
which  had  fastened  already  on  the  minds  of  the 
natives.  They  were  clad  in  cotton,  and  their 
weapons  were,  for  the  most  part,  copper ; and, 
however  efficient  these  might  he  in  contests  with 
those  wTho  were  armed  in  like  manner,  the  dispro- 
portion was  immense  between  themselves  and  the 
Spaniards,  who  were  clad  in  polished  steel,  and 
whose  trenchant  weapons  of  the  same  material, 
employed  hy  those  who  were  well  trained  to  their 
use,  at  once  cut  through  the  defences  of  the  Peru- 
vian combatants.  Besides,  there  were  the  terrible 
fire-arms,  and  scarcely  less  terrible  horses.  hTor 
did  Pizarro  overlook  the  effects  of  military  disci- 
pline, giving  such  large  increase  of  power  even 
to  his  handful  of  men,  in  their  conflict  with  the 
undisciplined  multitudes  of  his  barbarian  foe.  He 
resolved,  therefore,  by  attacking  the  inca  without 
delay,  to  strike  a blow  which,  if  it  did  not  abso- 
lutely decide  the  fate  of  Peru  at  once,  should 
yet  render  his  ultimate  success  certain.  The  re- 
solution was  a bold  one.  The  whole  forces  of  the 
empire  would  be  arrayed  against  him,  and  he  was 
not  supported,  like  Cortes,  by  any  Tlascalan  allies, 
who  might  in  some  degree  compensate  for  the  vast 
inferiority  of  numbers.  For  some  days  his  march 
lay  chiefly  across  the  rich  plains  near  the  coast, 
among  well-cultivated  fields  and  gardens,  whose 
flowers  filled  the  air  with  delightful  perfume. 
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He  was  also  received  kindly  by  the  inhabitants. 
He  saw  with  satisfaction  that  the  people  groaned 
under  the  oppressions  occasioned  by  the  recent 
wars.  Some  of  the  valleys  had  been  almost  de- 
populated to  procure  supplies  of  men  for  the  army. 
But  he  saw,  too, — nothing  seems  to  have  been  hidden 
from  his  ever- watchful  eye, — that  some  of  his  own 
men  evinced  signs  of  discontent.  Should  this  be- 
come at  all  general,  he  knew  that  the  whole  enter- 
prise would  be  ruined.  With  his  usual  decision, 
he  resolved  on  its  extirpation.  He  had  halted,  on 
the  fifth  day,  in  a delicious  valley,  to  afford  time 
for  repose  before  they  entered  the  more  difficult 
mountain  roads.  Calling  his  men  together,  he 
told  them  that  San  Miguel  was  but  poorly  gar- 
risoned, and  that  he  should  be  glad  to  know  that 
it  was  in  greater  strength.  He  said  that  if  any 
should  prefer  returning  there  they  might  do  so. 
They  should  have  the  same  proportion  of  lands 
and  Indian  vassals  as  the  present  residents.  He 
wished  to  be  accompanied  only  by  those  who  felt 
confident  of  success,  and  were  willing  to  undergo 
the  hardships  and  brave  the  dangers  by  which  it 
would  have  to  be  secured.  They  were  to  decide 
now.  After  this  there  was  to  be  no  looking  back. 
Nine  availed  themselves  of  the  offer  : all  the  rest, 
loudly  declared  their  resolution  to  go  forwards. 
Cortes  had  once  seen  discontent,  before  he  began 
to  ascend  the  mountains  leading  to  the  city  of 
Montezuma.  He  disposed  of  it  by  burning  his 
vessels,  and  rendering  advance  necessary  to  safety. 
Pizarro,  too,  witnessed  it ; but  he  freed  himself 
from  it  by  artfully  proposing  the  return  to  San 
Miguel  to  all  who  might  hereafter  have  been 
dangerously  influenced  by  it.  Had  his  moral  prin- 
ciples been  as  pure  and  lofty  as  were  his  mental 
qualifications  for  the  post  of  leader  and  conqueror* 
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he  would  have  been  one  of  the  greatest  men  on 
record. 

He  now  pursued  bis  march ; and  on  the  second 
day,  hearing  that  there  was  a Peruvian  garrison 
at  Caxas,  a short  distance  from  his  present  quarters* 
he  despatched  a small  party  under  Hernando  de 
Soto  to  procure  intelligence.  A week  elapsed,  and 
Pizarro  began  to  feel  alarm ; when,  on  the  eighth 
morning,  Soto  returned,  with  a Peruvian  noble* 
(and  several  others  of  inferior  condition),  as  an 
envoy  from  the  inca.  He  brought  several  valuable 
presents,  and  an  invitation  to  visit  Atahuallpa  in 
his  camp.  Pizarro  well  understood  the  real  pur- 
pose of  this  visit,  but  dissembled  his  knowledge, 
and  treated  the  ambassador  in  the  best  manner  he 
was  able.  He  was  enabled  to  hold  such  intercourse 
by  means  of  two  Peruvian  youths  whom  he  had 
taken  to  Spain,  and  who  proved  to  be  valuable 
interpreters.  He  Soto  had  collected  important  in- 
formation respecting  both  the  wealth  and  power  of 
the  country,  and  of  the  great  order  of  its  domestic 
policy.  Everything  that  Pizarro  heard  convinced 
him  of  the  magnitude  of  the  task  before  him ; but, , 
as  it  likewise  convinced  him  of  the  value  of  the 
anticipated  prize,  it  strengthened  his  resolution  to 
win  it.  He  waited  about  four  days,  still  hoping- 
that  re-inforcements  from  Panama  might  arrive 
but  at  length  he  moved  onwards.  Atahuallpa  was 
reported  to  be  at  Caxamarca  (latitude  7°  south), 
a place  still  celebrated  for  its  natural  warm 
baths,  in  the  valley  across  the  western  range  of  the1 
Cordillera. 

Pursuing  his  march,  he  at  length  arrived  at 
the  foot  of  the  lofty  mountain  rampart  which  he 
had  to  pass.  He  despatched  one  of  his  two  trusty 
Indians  with  a message  to  the  inca,  with  orders  to 
observe  the  roads,  and  see  whether  the  difficult 
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places  were  guarded.  He  was  accompanied  by- 
several  swift-footed  natives,  who  were  to  be  sent 
back  at  intervals  with  the  information  they  had 
obtained.  Soon  after  their  departure,  he  addressed 
his  men  in  his  own  style  of  eloquence,  rough,  but 
manly  and  frank ; and,  as  they  eagerly  demanded 
to  be  led  forwards,  he  commenced  his  march  over 
the  sierra.  The  ascent  was  steep,  the  paths  wind- 
ing, and,  at  many  points,  a few  determined  men 
might  have  effectually  hindered  the  advance  of  a 
host.  But  all  were  unguarded ; and  Pizarro,  who 
had  divided  his  forces  into  two  or  three  companies, 
at  length  collected  them  on  the  crest  of  the  range. 
Another  envoy  from  the  inca  here  met  him,  with 
greetings  and  presents.  The  descent  was  difficult, 
and  their  progress  slow.  After  two  days’  march, 
the  noble  who  had  visited  them  before  arrived  at 
the  camp,  and  was  hospitably  received.  While  the 
Spaniards  were  resting,  their  own  Indian  returned, 
bringing  very  different  news.  He  had  been,  he 
said,  treated  with  marked  coldness,  and  his  life  had 
been  in  danger.  The  noble  attempted  to  explain 
away  all  this,  and  Pizarro  appeared  to  believe  him ; 
but  nothing  could  throw  him  off  his  guard.  At 
length,  on  the  seventh  day,  they  reached  a point 
in  their  toilsome  descent  from  which  they  had  a 
full  view  of  the  valley  and  town  of  Caxamarca,  and 
of  the  lofty  hills  of  the  Cordillera  beyond,  the  foot 
of  which  was  but  a few  leagues  distant.  The  valley 
was  well  cultivated,  and  luxuriant  in  its  fertility. 
The  city  itself,  he  was  told,  had  been  left  by  its 
inhabitants  that  it  might  be  occupied  by  the 
Spaniards.  About  a league  beyond  it,  however, 
they  saw  the  camp  of  the  inca.  The  white  pavilions 
covered  a space  several  miles  in  extent,  and  seemed 
to  lie  on  the  ground  (as  some  who  beheld  it  from 
the  eminence  whence  it  was  first  seen  afterwards 
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•said)  * as  thick  as  snow-flakes.’  The  view  was  a 
threatening  one ; but  the  bold  invaders  felt  that 
they  had  gone  too  far  to  recede.  They  must 
advance  and  conquer ; or  they  must  not  only  lose 
all  their  labour,  but  perish.  Banishing  all  fear, 
therefore,  they  proceeded,  and,  late  in  the  after- 
noon of  November  15th,  1532,  entered  Caxamarca. 

The  city  was cap aBTe  ~of~“^ontaining  about  ten 

thousand  inhabitants.  The  dwellings  of  the 
more  wealthy  were  built  of  hewn  stone ; but  for 
the  most  part  they  were  constructed  with  clay, 
and  thatched  with  straw.  On  the  quarter  towards 
the  Indian  camp  was  a large  open  space,  sur- 
rounded by  low  buildings,  communicating  with 
the  square  by  wide  doors.  They  were,  probably, 
the  barracks  of  the  place.  On  the  country  side 
was  a fortress  of  stone.  On  the  rising  ground 
commanding  the  city  there  was  also  another  stone 
fortress  of  great  strength,  surrounded  by  a triple 
wall. 

The  men  were  all  fatigued,  and  the  weather 
cold  and  stormy,  when  Pizarro  entered  the  city ; 
but  he  was  too  anxious  to  ascertain  the  feelings  of 
the  inca  to  allolwuf  delay.  He  therefore  sent  a 
detachmenFof  men  on  horseback,  under  Hernando 
de  Soto,  to  visit  him  in  his  quarters.  Atahuallpa 
so  commanded  his  feelings  as  to  testify  no  surprise 
at  the  strange  appearance  of  his  visitors.  He 
received'  them  with  calm  dignity,  mingled  with 
coolness,  only  replying  to  the  address  of  De  Soto 
through  one  of  his  nobles,  who  said,  4 It  is  well.’ 
De  Soto  requested  him  to  speak  himself,  and 
inform  them  of  his  pleasure.  With  a faint  smile, 
he  told  them  that  he  was  keeping  a fast  which 
would  end  in  the  morning;  that  then  he  would 
visit  his  guests,  who  were  in  the  meantime  to 
occupy  the  public  buildings  in  the  square.  De 
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Soto  was  mounted  on  a noble  war-horse ; and, 
observing  that  the  inca  looked  on  it  with  an 
interest  he  could  not  entirely  conceal,  the  politic 
Spaniard  gave  his  steed  the  rein,  galloped  about 
the  plain,  exhibiting  its  different  movements,  and 
so  suddenly  checked  it  while  at  full  speed,  as  to 
bring  it  almost  on  its  haunches  close  by  the 
monarch’s  person.  He,  however,  retained  his 
marble  composure,  though  some  of  the  soldiers 
in  timidity  drew  back.  It  was  afterwards  said 
that  they  were  that  night  put  to  death  for  betray- 
ing such  signs  of  fear  in  the  presence  of  the 
foreigners.  Refreshments  were  offered  them ; but 
they  refused  to  dismount,  and  only  drank  some 
liquids  presented  them  in  large  golden  vases  by 
some  of  the  inca’s  women. 

De  Soto  returned  to  the  city,  and  related  what 
he  had  seen  to  his  commander.  So  did  his  men 
to  their  comrades.  They  had  been  so  deeply 
impressed  by  the  display  of  Peruvian  power, 
that  they  looked  on  themselves  as  lost  men,  and 
soon  communicated  the  infection  to  the  rest. 
And  their  fears  were  strengthened  when  it  be- 
came night,  and  they  saw  the  lights  of  the 
camp,  and  the  watch-fires  on  the  mountain  sides, 
, glittering,’  said  one  who  saw  them,  ‘as  thick 
as  the  stars  of  heaven.’  But  Pizarro  secretly 
rejoiced  that  at  length  he  had  brought  matters  to 
the  point  which  he  desired.  He  was  now  where 
the  blow  might  be  struck  which  should  win  or 
lose  all.  Only,  he  felt  that  his  followers  must 
be  like-minded  with  himself.  He  therefore  went 
round  amongst  them,  seeking  to  animate  their 
minds.  He  appealed  to  their  courage  and  to 
their  religious  zeal.  Providence,  he  said,  was 
with  them,  if  numbers  were  with  the  others. 
They  were  engaged  in  a holy  crusade,  and 


CONQUEST  OP  PEEU.  77 

Heaven  would  aid  them  if  they  were  only 
faithful. 

Having  rekindled  their  enthusiasm  and  their 
courage,  he  summoned  a council  of  his  followers, 
and  disclosed  his  plan.  To  flee  was  too  late.  The 
first  step  backward  would  bring  on  them  the  whole 
army.  Or,  if  they  were  allowed  to  enter  the  moun- 
tain passes,  the  natives  knew  the  places  where 
they  might  be  attacked  with  the  greatest  advan- 
tage, as  well  as  the  shortest  paths  to  them ; and 
to  remain  inactive  was  but  to  postpone  the  moment 
of  destruction.  The  impression  of  novelty  would 
soon  pass  away.  Their  diminutive  force  would 
be  clearly  apparent.  Their  horses,  armour,  and 
weapons  would  be  viewed  as  a desirable  prize. 
There  was  but  one  step  to  insure  their  safety,  and 
that  would  likewise  insure  their  entire  triumph. 
They  must  at  once  devise  some  plan  for  seizing 
the  person  of  the  inca.  Atahuallpa  in  their  power, 
they  might  dictate  laws  to  the  whole  empire.  He 
evidently  thought  of  Cortes  and  Montezuma,  trust- 
ing in  his  own  discretion  to  avoid  those  false  move- 
ments which  had  prevented  the  seizure  of  the 
Mexican  chief  from  being  so  successful  as  was  an- 
ticipated. The  age  of  knight-errantry  was  scarcely 
over  with  the  Spaniards.  Chivalrous  adventure, 
however  full  of  dangers,  was  full  of  charms  for 
them.  There  was  far  more  of  individual  self-con- 
fidence than  can  exist  in  modern  warfare,  conducted 
as  it  is  by  large  armies,  and  depending  for  success 
as  it  does  on  the  discipline  which  gives  the  strength 
of  union  to  masses.  In  Pizarro’s  army,  each  man 
was  a sort  of  host  in  himself ; and  the  successful 
result  of  any  undertaking  was  caused  by  the  multi- 
plication of  individual  effort.  Unless  this  be  re- 
membered, it  will  be  impossible  to  understand 
the  dauntless  resolution  which  put  them  on  enter- 
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prises  of  -winch  a modern  would  not  even  think. 
But  for  this,  their  daring  would  only  have  been 
the  madness  of  one  of  the  heroes  of  their  own 
country’s  literature,  and  Pizarro,  the  Don  Quixote 
of  real  life. 


CHAPTER  VII. 


ATAHUALLPA  VISITS  THE  SPANIARDS  — TREACHEROUS 
RECEPTION  — SLAUGHTER  OF  THE  PERUVIANS  — 
ATAHUALLPA’s  RANSOM,  MOCK  TRIAL,  AND  STRAN- 
GULATION. 

THE  threatening  storms  of  the  preceding  day 
had.  passed  away,  and  the  snn  rose  brightly 
on  the  morning  of  the  16th  of  November,  1532, 
the  most  memorable  day  in  the  annals  of  Peru, — 
that  in  which  the  sceptre  was  rudely  but  irrecover- 
ably snatched  away  from  the  hands  of  her  ancient 
incas,  and  transferred  to  a handful  of  bold  stran- 
gers, by  whom  it  was  to  be  swayed  in  professed 
submission  to  far  distant  monarchs,  who  were  only 
to  be  known  by  name  to  their  new  subjects.  Pizarro 
during  the  night  had  matured  the  plans  by  which 
he  hoped  to  be  able  to  accomplish  his  object.  As 
soon  as  day  dawned,  the  shrill  notes  of  the  trumpet 
called  the  Spaniards  to  arms,  and  to  assemble  at 
the  station  where  they  were  to  be  informed  of  the 
scheme  on  which  their  leader  had  decided,  and 
receive  their  instructions  for  its  execution.  The 
cavalry  were  marshalled  in  two  divisions,  one  under 
De  Soto,  the  other  under  Hernando  Pizarro.  These 
occupied  the  buildings  on  one  side  of  the  open 
space  included  in  their  quarters.  The  infantry 
were  in  those  on  a second  side.  Twenty  picked 
men  were  under  his  own  immediate  orders.  He 
placed  a few  soldiers,  under  Pedro  de  Candia,  in 
the  fortress,  with  his  artillery,  consisting  of  two 
small  guns.  Directions  were  given  for  all  to  re- 


80 


PIZAEEO. 


main  concealed  and  quiet  till  the  signal  for  action, 
which  was  to  be  the  firing  of  a gun,  should  be 
given.  They  were  then  all  at  once  to  rush  forth, 
raise  their  war-cry,  put  the  Peruvians  to  the  sword, 
and  secure  the  person  of  the  inca  uninjured. 

These  commands  having  been  issued,  a solemn 
mass  was  ‘ said  or  sung/  and  the  ecclesiastics  who 
were  present  sought  thus  to  sanctify  a deed  of 
treachery  and  blood  by  the  services  of  a religion 
of  truth  and  mercy.  ‘ One  might  have  supposed 
them  a company  of  martyrs,  about  to  lay  down 
their  lives  in  defence  of  their  faith,  instead  of  a 
licentious  band  of  adventurers,  meditating  one  of 
the  most  atrocious  acts  of  perfidy  on  the  record  of 
history/  Yet  neither  Pizarro  nor  his  men  were 
hypocrites,  in  the  ordinary  sense  of  the  term.  They 
believed  they  were  battling  for  the  Cross.  Their 
religious  enthusiasm  was  as  sincere  as  it  was  strong. 
They  were  persuaded  that  they  had  the  full  right 
thus  to  promote  the  kingdom  of  the  world’s  Re- 
deemer. Well  is  it  said  that  ‘the  corruption  of 
the  best  things  is  the  worst  of  all/  It  was  to 
their  corrupt  religion  that  their  faithlessness  and 
cruelty  were  owing.  That  baser  motives  were 
present,  arose  from  their  corrupt  nature.  That 
they  were  blind  to  them,  proceeded  from  that 
deceitfulness  of  sin  which  hides  from  view  its  own 
true  character,  and  not  unfrequently  assumes  the 
features  of  virtue.  From  the  mass  the  men  were 
dismissed  to  their  coverts,  with  provisions  in 
plenty,  that  they  might  bo  in  good  condition  for 
acti'ig  when  called  to  act. 

The  snare  was  now  set.  Nothing  was  want- 
ing but  the  arrival  of  the  unhappy  victims.  For 
this  Pizarro  long  and  anxiously  waited.  His  eye 
was  seldom  removed  from  the  Peruvian  camp. 
The  sun  had  reached  the  meridian  before  any 
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intelligence  was  received.  At  length,  a message 
from  Atahuallpa  announced  that  he  should  come 
with  his  warriors  fully  armed,  in  the  same  manner 
that  the  Spaniards  had  been  who  visited  his  camp. 
Pizarro  displayed  no  distrust,  but  only  said  that, 
however  the  inca  came,  he  should  be  received 
as  a friend  and  brother.  The  Indian  procession 
was  soon  seen  advancing,  in  full  national  pomp, 
along  the  causeway  leading  from  the  camp  to  the 
city.  The  inca  was  borne  on  a litter  by  his  prin- 
cipal nobles,  and  all  his  retinue  were  resplendent 
with  their  ornaments  of  gold  and  silver.  The 
main  body  of  the  forces  followed,  spreading  on 
each  side  of  the  road  as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach. 
The  lowest  computation  makes  the  number  thirty 
thousand.  All  was  now  breathless  anxiety.  What 
was  Pizarro’s  surprise  when  he  saw  the  procession 
halt  at  the  distance  of  half  a mile,  and  preparations 
made  for  pitching  the  royal  tent ! A messenger 
soon  arrived,  saying  that  the  inca  would  remain 
where  he  was  for  the  night,  and  enter  the  city 
in  the  morning.  Pizarro  knew  the  evils  of  sus- 
pense ; and  fearing  that  the  ardour  of  his  soldiers 
would  evaporate,  earnestly  requested  that  the 
inca  would  return  to  his  original  purpose,  and 
come  to  partake  of  the  entertainment  he  had  pre- 
pared for  him.  Atahuallpa  consented ; and  said, 
moreover,  that  he  should  come  unarmed,  and  with 
fewer  attendants.  His  visit  was  evidently  one  of 
good  faith.  Whatever  he  might  imagine  for  the 
future,  no  present  hostility  was  designed.  Hor 
does  any  seem  to  have  been  apprehended.  His  own 
power  blinded  him  to  the  daring  of  foes  of  whose 
character  he  was  utterly  ignorant.  He  looked  on 
his  own  thousands.  He  knew  the  number  of  the 
Spaniards  accurately.  If  he  thought  of  their  power 
at  all,  it  would  be  to  despise  it. 
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It  was  almost  sunset  wlien  tne  van  of  the  pro- 
cession  entered  the  city.  Songs  of  triumph  were 
sung  before  the  royal  litter.  Though  the  num- 
bers were  diminished,  the  spectacle  was  most  bril- 
liant ; and  the  profusion  of  gold  and  silver  told 
the  Spaniards  the  value  of  the  prize  almost  within 
their  reach,  and  redoubled  their  courage,  by  sharp- 
ening the  appetite  of  their  avarice.  The  proces- 
sion drew  nigh.  The  gates  of  the  spacious  square 
were  thrown  open.  It  was  soon  filled  with  several 
thousand  Indians.  A wide  opening  was  left  in 
the  midst,  up  which  Atahuallpa  was  borne.  Not 
a Spaniard  was  to  be  seen.  At  length  the  monarch 
stopped,  and  said,  ‘Where  are  the  strangers  ? ’ At 
this  moment  Vicente  de  Valverde,  a Dominican 
friar,  Pizarro’s  chaplain  (afterwards  Bishop  of 
Cuzco),  came  forward  in  full  canonicals,  in  one 
hand  a Bible,  in  the  other  a crucifix,  and  ad- 
dressed the  monarch  of  the  land  in  an  oration, 
which  was  interpreted  by  one  of  the  Indians 
already  mentioned.  He  declared  to  him  the  doc- 
trines of  creation  and  redemption.  The  Redeemer 
had  left  His  Apostle  Peter  His  vicegerent  on  earth, 
whose  power  had  been  transmitted  by  lawful  suc- 
cession to>  the  popes,  and  these  held  authority  over 
all  the  potentates  of  the  earth.  The  then  reign- 
ing pope  had  commissioned  the  Spanish  emperor 
to  conquer  and  convert  the  natives  in  the  western 
part  of  the  world ; and  his  general,  Francisco 
Pizarro,  had  come  to  execute  this  mission.  He 
concluded  by  beseeching  the  inca  to  abjure  the 
errors  of  his  creed,  and  embrace  the  Christian 
faith,  and  to  own  himself  a tributary  to  Charles 
the  Fifth,  who  would  then  protect  him  as  his 
loyal  vassal. 

How  far  the  religious  part  of  the  discourse 
was  understood  by  him  to  whom  it  was  addressed 
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may  be  doubted.  But  be  understood  tbe  claim  of 
sovereignty,  and  at  once  rejected  it  with  proud 
indignation.  He  was  as  great  as  any  monarch  on 
earth.  He  was  willing  to  acknowledge  the  Spanish 
sovereign  as  his  brother,  but  that  was  all.  Their 
own  Grod  had  been,  they  said,  put  to  death  by  His 
own  creatures.  ‘ But  mine/  he  said,  pointing  to 
the  sun,  then  about  to  sink  below  the  horizon, 
£ still  lives,  and  looks  down  on  his  children.’  He 
demanded  of  Yalverde  his  authority  for  stating 
such  things,  and  the  friar  presented  him  with  the 
Bible.  Atahuallpa  turned  over  its  leaves,  and 
then  dashed  it  on  the  ground,  vehemently  ex- 
claiming : ‘ Tell  your  comrades  they  shall  give  me 
an  account  of  their  doings  in  my  land.  I will  not 
go  from  hence  till  they  have  made  me  full  satis- 
faction for  the  wrongs  they  have  committed.’  The 
unhappy  monarch  thought  of  his  power  too  late. 
He  had  probably  imagined  that  so  small  a body 
could  be  easily  crushed  whenever  he  gave  the 
command,  and  had  resolved  first  to  gratify  his 
curiosity  by  seeing  them. 

Yalverde  drew  back  to  Pizarro,  and  said : 
‘ While  we  are  talking  with  this  dog,  full  of  pride 
as  he  is,  the  fields  are  filling  with  Indians.  Set 
on  at  once  : I absolve  you.’  Pizarro  waved  a 
white  scarf  in  the  air.  The  fortress  gun  fired. 
Springing  into  the  square,  he  shouted  the  old 
war-cry,  ‘ St.  Iago,  and  at  them  ! ’ His  followers 
repeated  the  cry.  The  Spaniards,  full  armed,  and 
ready  for  battle,  rushed  out.  The  horrible  slaughter 
began.  The  cavalry  charged,  trampling  down  the 
surprised  multitudes,  and  all  dealt  their  deadly 
blows  without  sparing.  The  cannons  and  muskets 
poured  forth  their  shots,  while  their  discharges 
reverberated  like  thunder.  Panic-struck,  the  In- 
dians knew  not  how  to  resist ; and  their  convulsive 
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struggles,  aided  by  their  weight,  after  a time 
broke  down  a hundred  paces  of  the  clay  walls 
that  surrounded  the  place,  and  multitudes  sought 
safety  in  flight,  pursued  by  the  cavaliers,  who 
struck  them  down  in  all  directions. 

The  fight  was  hottest  around  the  inca.  The 
litter  swayed  to  and  fro  like  a boat  on.  the  restless 
waves.  The  Indians  who  surrounded  him  seemed 
to  hold  their  lives  cheap,  if  the  sacrifice  could  pre- 
serve their  master.  The  grand  attempt  was  now 
made  to  secure  him.  The  mingled  resistance  and 
attack  so  heaved  the  litter  backwards  and  forwards, 
that  it  was  at  length  overturned,  and  the  monarch 
would  have  fallen  with  violence  to  the  earth,  but 
that  he  was  caught  by  Pizarro  and  his  cavaliers. 
The  imperial  circle  of  scarlet  cloth  was  snatched 
from  his  brow,  and  he  was  immediately  removed 
into  one  of  the  buildings,  bound,  and  carefully 
guarded.  With  the  fall  of  the  litter,  and  the  dis- 
appearance of  the  inca,  all  resistance  ceased.  All 
who  could  flee  fled.  The  very  soldiery  on  the 
neighbouring  hills  then  sought  for  safety.  The 
darkness  of  night  came,  and  the  dreadful  carnage 
ended.  The  rallying  trumpet  sounded,  and  the 
soldiers  of  Pizarro  soon  stood  collected  in  the 
bloody  square,  their  triumph  testified  by  the  heaps 
of  dead  around  them.  In  that  short  time,  not 
quite  an  hour,  scarcely  fewer  than  ten  thousand 
had  been  remorselessly  butchered. 

It  may  serve  to  show  the  temperament  of  the 
men,  and  how  little  they  thought  of  human  life, 
to  add,  that  Pizarro  kept  his  engagement  with  the 
inca.  A banquet  was  provided  in  one  of  the  halls 
facing  the  great  square,  and  there,  seated  next  to 
his  conqueror,  Atahuallpa  supped  with  Pizarro. 
He  did  not  yet  comprehend  the  extent  of  the 
calamity  by  which  he  had  been  overtaken.  His  own 
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life  was  safe ; and  that  of  his  subjects,  the  conqueror 
of  his  brother,  the  murderer  of  all  his  brother’s 
family  and  relations,  cared  little  about.  He  said  that 
it  was  the  fortune  of  war,  and  acknowled^Mrthat 
he  had  been  accurately  informed  of  the  movements 
of  the  Spaniards  from  the  beginning ; that  from 
their  numbers  he  thought  they  might  be  subdued 
at  any  time,  and  had  therefore  allowed  them  to 
arrive  safely  at  Caxamarca ; and  that  his  ultimate 
intention  had  been  to  select  such  as  he  chose  for 
his  own  service,  obtain  possession  of  their  wonder- 
ful arms  and  horses,  and  put  the  rest  to  death. 
Flushed  with  victory,  and  only  valuing  the  lives 
of  others  as  they  might  be  useful  to  himself,  in 
the  blindness  of  his  pride  he  conceived  that  there 
was  no  power  equal  to  his  own. 

Ho  one  can  dream  of  even  extenuating  the  con- 
duct of  Pizarro.  He  might  conjecture  the  designs 
of  the  inca,  but  he  knew  them  not.  The  plans 
which  he  deliberately  formed,  and  executed  with- 
out pity,  were  dictated  by  avarice  and  ambition, 
strengthened  by  an  ignorant  and  fiery  zeal,  like 
that  which  had  suggested  the  slaughter  of  the 
Albigenses.  But  even-handed  justice  forbids  the 
representation  of  either  Mexicans  or  Peruvians  as 
innocent  and  peaceful  children  of  nature.  In  his 
own  craftiness  and  cruelty  was  Atahuallpa  taken. 
The  superior  guilt  of  the  Spaniards  arose,  not  from 
the  greater  wickedness  of  their  actions,  formally 
considered,  but  from  their  superior  light.  If  the 
idolatry  of  the  incas  contradicted  the  compara- 
tively imperfect  teaching  of  the  book  of  nature, 
the  religion  of  the  Spaniards  contradicted  the 
clearly-taught  lessons  of  the  Book  of  Revelation. 
Atahuallpa  indignantly  cast  down  a volume  whose 
true  character  he  knew  not,  but  which  was  em- 
ployed to  justify  a proposal  fraught  with  inso- 
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lence.  Father  Val  verde  degraded  the  same  book 
from  its  professedly  acknowledged  position  of 
supremacy  in  religion  and  morals  oyer  faith  and 
practice.  Atahuallpa  threw  it  down  with  his 
hands  : Valverde  cast  it  down  with  his  mind. 
Where  Atahuallpa  literally  threw  it, — on  the 
ground, — there,  in  the  most  important  sense,  Val- 
verde, though  afterwards  dignified  with  the  title 
of  Bishop,  practically  left  it.  The  Bible,  dashed 
to  the  earth  by  the  idolatrous  inca,  was  left 
there  by  the  Christian  ecclesiastic,  unenlightened 
only  because  he  closed  his  eyes  to  the  light. 
With  what  effect,  let  the  state  of  Peru  after 
three  hundred  years  of  union  with  professing 
Christendom  declare. 

The  booty  found  in  the  inca’s  residence,  as  well  as 
in  Caxamarca,  was  immense.  By  the  capture  of  the 
inca  the  brief  war  was  brought  to  an  end.  Pizarro 
allowed  his  men  to  retain  as  many  Indians  as  they 
thought  necessary  for  personal  attendance : the 
rest  were  dismissed  to  their  homes.  The  con- 
queror at  first  thought  of  marching  on  Cuzco; 
but  judging  his  forces  inadequate,  he  resolved  to 
wait  till  additional  numbers  should  arrive  from 
the  coast.  He  hacl  Atahuallpa  in  his  power,  as 
Cortes  had  inTlIis  - the  Mexican  emperor.  But 
Pizarro  was  not  Cortes.  Prompt  and  dauntless 
for  present  enterprise,  clear-sighted  as  to  the 
means  to  be  adopted  in  present  exigencies,  like 
other  men  of  strong  and  even  ferocious  passions, 
there  was  none  of  that  cool  and  persevering  judg- 
ment necessary  for  the  control  and  combination  of 
the  events  that  might  arise,  and  the  direction  of 
present  results  in  progressive  development  towards 
higher  and  more  lasting  objects.  An  able  military 
commander,  he  was  a most  defective  civil  ruler. 

The  passion  of  him  and  his  men  for  gold  was 
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soon  evident  to  the  observant  inca,  and  he  sought 
to  employ  it  as  the  means  of  his  liberation.  The 
room  in  which  he  was  confined  was  twenty-two 
feet  long  and  seventeen  feet  broad.  He  offered, 
as  his  ransom,  to  fill  it  with  gold  as  high  as  he 
could  reach  standing  on  tip-toe.  A line  was  actu- 
ally drawn  on  the  four  walls,  nine  feet  from  the 
floor.  The  offer  of  the  gold  Pizarro  accepted. 
What  he  should  do  when  it  was  in  his  own  power 
he  kept  to  himself.  The  poor  inca  believed  that 
he  had  thus  discovered  the  means  of  his  own  de- 
liverance and  restoration.  His  orders,  therefore, 
were  sent,  by  numerous  messengers,  to  all  parts  of 
the  country.  In  the  meantime  he  had  as  much 
personal  freedom  as  was  consistent  with  his  safe 
custody : his  servants  waited  upon  him  :;  his  nobles 
paid  him  their  respects  as  if  he  had  been  in  his 
own  palace,  and  obeyed  all  his  commands  as  though 
he  had  still  possessed  the  full  royal  power. 

An  instance  of  this,  of  great  importance,  soon 
occurred.  Small  bodies  of  the  Spaniards  were 
permitted  to  visit  different  parts  of  the  country  : 
some  of  them  had  the  opportunity  of  seeing  the 
deposed  inca,  Huascar,  in  his  confinement.  He 
attempted  to  convey  a message  to  Pizarro  to  this 
effect : that  he  knew  better  than  Atahuallpa  the 
state  of  the  royal  treasures  at  Cuzco,  and  that  he 
would  give  a far  larger  amount  to  be  restored  to 
liberty  and  empire.  Pizarro  saw  the  advantage 
he  might  gain  from  constituting  himself  umpire, 
and  said  that  Huascar  should  be  brought  to  Cax- 
amarca,  where  he  would  hear  both,  and  decide 
between  them.  Atahuallpa  thought  as  little  of 
blood- shedding  as  his  Christian  conqueror.  Ho 
sooner  did  Huascar,  though  conquered  and  im- 
prisoned, appear  likely  to  be  a dangerous  rival, 
than  his  successful  competitor  resolved  on  his 


88 


PIZARRO. 


removal.  The  royal  order  was  despatched,  and 
Huascar  ceased  to  live. 

Gradually  the  promised  gold  kept  flowing  in 
but  the  appetite  of  the  Spaniards  was  stimulated 
rather  than  satisfied  by  the  sight  of  wealth  thus 
continually  increasing.  They  complained  of  the 
slowness  of  the  proceeding,  forgetting  that  there 
were  no  carriages  to  convey  the  precious  but 
weighty  treasures,  and  that  men  were  the  only 
beasts  of  burden . But  while  thus  they  were 

eagerly  waiting,  to  the  joy  of  Pizarro,  who  saw 
his  strength  increased  when  most  he  needed  it, 
and  to  the  disappointment  of  his  men,  who  could 
not  bear  the  thought  of  any  additional  sharers 
with  them  of  the  wonderful  prize,  towards  the 
close  of  December,  1532,  Almagro,  after  many 
difficulties  at  Panama,  and  some  perils  and  hard- 
ships at  sea,  arrived  at  San  Miguel  with  a rein- 
forcement of  two  hundred  men,  of  whom  fifty 
were  cavalry,  well  provided  with  the  requisite 
munitions  of  war.  Although  he  expected  much,, 
and  hoped  for  more,  the  tidings  of  the  success  of 
Pizarro  amazed  him.  The  possession  of  the  per- 
son of  Atahuallpa  would  be  seen  to  be  important, 
but  there  was  its  counterpart  in  the  seizure  of 
Montezuma.  But  Mexico  had  never  poured  forth 
such  wealth  as  was  now  coming  into  the  hands  of 
the  conquerors  of  Caxamarca. 

The  spoil  of  the  camp  and  of  the  city  far 
exceeded  expectation.  But  what  was  all  this  to 
the  heap  that  was  growing  before  their  eyes  ? 
Pizarro  and  his  men  had  not  the  feelings  of  those 
who  live  in  times  when,  in  consequence  of  the  im- 
petus given  to  commercial  and  pecuniary  transac- 
tions, wealth  has  ceased  to  be,  as  it  were,  corpo- 
really visible,  and  has  become  a sort  of  calculable 
abstraction , so  that  the  contents  even  of  Peruvian 
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mines  may  receive  numerical  expression.  The 
ideas  of  these  first  explorers  of  Peru  were  still 
limited  to  the  material,  the  sensible.  Figures 
upon  a slate,  expressing  hundreds  of  millions, 
would  have  been  regarded  only  with  a vacant 
stare.  But  here  is  a room,  eight  yards  long , six 
yards  broad ; and  this  is  to  have  solid  masses  of 
gold  piled  up  in  it  beyond  the  common  reach  of 
jnan.  This  was  the  very  incarnation  of  wealth. 
And  this  was  the  astounding  intelligence  that 
met  Almagro  when  he  landed  at  San  Miguel. 
His  comrade  had  reached  the  very  summit  of 
success.  Will  he  admit  his  legal  partner  to  stand, 
by  him,  on  the  same  level,  according  to  agreement  P 
The  secretary  of  Almagro  sought  to  create  dissen- 
sion by  sending  word  to  Pizarro  that  his  master 
had  come  to  supersede  him  in  the  government. 
Pizarro,  however,  either  disbelieving  this,  or  per- 
suaded that  the  richness  of  the  prize  he  had  won 
would  be  sufficient  to  satisfy  him,  disregarded  the 
suggestion,  and  sent  him  a friendly  message,  in- 
viting him  at  once  to  Caxamarca.  Almagro, 
before  he  left  San  Miguel,  heard  of  the  conduct  of 
his  secretary,  and  furnished  a public  example  of 
the  prompt  and  severe  manner  in  which  justice 
was  administered  by  hanging  him  on  the  spot. 
He  arrived  at  Caxamarca  in  February,  1533. 

The  offered  quantity  of  treasure  was  at  length 
deposited  in  the  chamber,  and  the  troops  became 
so  clamorous  for  a division,  that  Pizarro  was 
obliged  to  consent.  It  was  necessary  that  the 
gold  should  be  first  reduced  to  ingots  of  equal 
weight ; but  some  of  the  ornaments  were  so  beau- 
tiful, that  it  was  resolved  to  preserve  them  in  their 
present  form.  At  the  same  time  Pizarro  felt  that 
new  powers  were  necessary  from  the  home  govern- 
ment. Hernando  Pizarro,  too,  whose  haughty 
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character  lias  been  before  described,  was  as  bitterly 
opposed  to  Almagro,  wishing  to  reserve  all  honours 
and  riches  to  himself  and  brothers.  Pizarro, 
dreading  the  issue  of  a quarrel,  made  Hernando 
his  envoy  to  Spain.  The  value  of  the  articles 
that  were  sent  home  with  him  amounted  to  not 
less  than  £50,000  ; a much  greater  sum  then  than 
it  would  be  considered  now.  For  weeks  the 
Indian  goldsmiths  continued  at  their  work ; and 
then,  piled  up  before  them,  all  in  solid  gold,  the 
Spaniards  saw  a quantity  the  value  of  which  was 
not  less  than  £3,500,000.  There  was  a much  less 
amount  of  silver,  but  even  this  has  been  valued 
at  nearly  £40,000.  Dissensions  soon  arose  about 
the  division.  Pizarro’s  soldiers  claimed  the  whole ; 
those  of  Almagro  demanded  to  share  with  them 
equally.  The  matter  was  at  length  compromised, 
but  with  great  difficulty.  The  royal  fifth  was 
deducted.  The  leaders  received  their  share  in 
proportion  to  their  situation.  Hernando,  who  was 
going  to  Spain,  received  about  £80,000,  a much 
larger  sum  than  was  due  to  him ; but  it  is  said 
~that  Pizarro  consented  to  this,  hoping  that  he 
would  not  return,  as  he  apprehended  great  evils 
from  his  violent  and  revengeful  temper  and  fac- 
tious, overbearing  spirit.  The  cavalry  received 
more  than  the  foot-soldiers ; perhaps  none  had 
less  than  £10,000,  while  some  had  twice  as  much. 
And  this  was  received  by  needy  adventurers, 
almost  all  of  them  in  a state  of  destitution  when 
they  left  their  native  land.  When  the  relative 
value  of  money  is  taken  into  the  account,  the 
immensity  of  the  prize  will  be  obvious. 

The  stipulated  ransom  had  now  been  paid ; 
not,  indeed,  fully,  for  at  many  of  the  temples  their 
guardians  seemed  anxious  to  secrete  as  much  of 
their  treasure  as  possible,  and  thus  to  lessen  the 
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amount  of  what  they  considered  as  a sacrilegious 
spoliation.  But  so  much  had  been  received,  that 
division  had  been  demanded  by  the  Spaniards, 
many  of  whom  were  now  anxious  to  return  home 
to  display  and  enjoy  their  wealth.  But  was 
Atahuallpa  set  at  liberty  ? This  had  never  been 
contemplated  by  his  conqueror.  The  price  of  free- 
dom had  been  paid  by  the  captive  monarch,  and 
accepted  by  his  masters ; and  he  now  loudly  de- 
manded it.  But  rumours  were  said  to  exist  of 
threatened  Indian  insurrections.  Pizarro  affected 
to  believe  them  ; and  it  is  hoped  that  he  did  not 
know  them  to  be,  as  they  subsequently  appeared, 
destitute  of  all  foundation.  Pizarro  taxed  his 
prisoner  with  seeking  to  instigate  his  subjects  to 
revolt.  He  strenuously  protested  his  innocence. 
But  he  was  in  the  hands  of  men  as  merciless  as 
himself.  Apprehending  danger  from  Huascar,  his 
own  father’s  son,  to  whom  the  Peruvian  diadem 
belonged,  he  had  promptly  commanded  his  murder 
And  now  the  Spaniards  apprehended  danger  from 
Atahuallpa. 

Pizarro  knew  not  what  to  do  with  him.  The 
policy  of  Cortes  was  beyond  his  mental  reach.  His 
soldiers  called  for  his  removal.  The  new  comers, 
especially  the  royal  officers  among  them,  anxious 
to  obtain  the  whole  country  as  their  prey,  demanded 
his  life  as  necessary  for  the  safety  of  the  army,  or, 
in  other  words,  for  the  attainment  of  their  selfish 
objects.  Such  were  the  crimes  in  connection  with 
which  it  was  mysteriously  permitted  that  Chris- 
tianity should  be  enthroned  on  the  gold  mountains 
of  the  west.  Can  the  unprosperous  state  of  the 
Spanish  colonies  surprise  any  one  who  believes  in 
the  government  of  a Providence,  the  seat  of  which, 
though  it  may  be  surrounded  by  clouds  and  dark- 
less, is  upheld  by  justice  and  judgment. 
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The  clamours  of  the  soldiers  prevailed.  A 
court  was  constituted  for  the  trial  of  the  unhappy 
inca.  Pizarro  and  Almagro  were  the  judges.  An 
attorney- general  prosecuted  for  the  crown.  Ata- 
huallpa  was  charged  with  usurping  the  throne, 
murdering  his  brother,  squandering  his  treasures 
since  the  arrival  of  the  Spaniards ; they  even 
brought  forward  his  idolatry  and  plurality  of 
wives.  The  only  appearance  of  wrong,  so  far  as 
they  were  concerned,  was  in  the  allegation  that  he 
had  attempted  to  excite  an  insurrection.  Of  course 
the  issue  was  fore-appointed.  He  was  found  guilty ; 
and  the  only  discussion  among  his  judges  was 
whether  his  life  or  death  would  be  most  useful  to 
them.  Father  Yalverde  fully  agreed  in  the  decision 
that  he  must  die.  A very  few  protested.  They 
asserted  the  inca’s  innocence,  and  denied  the  right 
of  his  judges  to  put  him  to  death,  even  if  he  were 
guilty.  But  their  protest  was  unheeded.  He  was 
ordered  to  be  burned  alive  that  very  night.  He 
implored  compassion;  but  his  judges  knew  not 
what  it  meant.  He  promised  them  twice  as  much 
as  he  had  already  given ; but  they  had  resolved 
themselves  to  seize  the  whole. 

Yalverde  besought  him  to  save  his  soul  by  em- 
bracing the  religion  of  the  Cross  : it  was  no  more 
than  this  in  its  most  literal  sense.  At  last  he  was 
told  that  the  most  terrible  part  of  the  doom  would 
thus  be  averted,  and  strangulation  substituted  for- 
burning.  He  was  then  bound  to  the  stake  : the 
f aggots  were  piled  around  him,  and  the  torch  was 
there  to  kindle  them.  Yalverde  repeated  the 
promise,  holding  out  to  him  the  crucifix.  In  that 
terrible  moment  he  gave  a verbal  consent.  He 
kissed  the  crucifix,  said  that  he  believed ; he  was 
baptized,  and  instantly  strangled  ! The  horrible 
murder  committed  by  Pizarro  was  thus  preceded 
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by  the  not  less  horrible  sacrilege  committed  by  Val- 
verde.  ISTo  wonder  that  such  was  the  soldier,  when 
such  was  the  priest.  But  if,  where  all  were  guilty, 
one  was  more  guilty  than  the  rest,  that  one  was 
Val verde,  the  teacher  of  the  people,  the  professed 
minister  of  Christ,  possessing,  what  his  associates 
did  not,  education  and  some  acquaintance  at  least 
with  theological  writings.  The  whole  proceeding 
declared  the  profound  wisdom  of  the  indignant 
saying  of  Incarnate  Verity, £ If  the  blind  lead  the 
blind,  both  shall  fall  into  the  ditch/ 


CHAPTER  VIII. 


PIZAEEO  MAECHES  ON  CUZCO  — AN  INDIAN  AEMY 

DEFEATED CUZCO  ENTEEED  AND  PEEMANENTLY 

OCCUPIED  — ALYAEADO  ADVANCES  ON  QUITO  — 
AEEAN GEMENT  WITH  PIZAEEO — LIMA  FOUNDED — 
EETUEN  OF  HEENANDO  PIZAEEO — ALMAGEO  STAETS 
FOE  CHILI. 


HE  despotism  of  tlie  incas  of  Peru  was  so 


peculiar  and  complete,  that  the  death  of 
Atahuallpa  was  the  removal  of  the  bond  which 
held  society  in  union.  General  confusion  resulted 
from  it.  The  value  attached  to  gold  and  silver  by 
the  strangers  was  so  evident,  that  the  Indians 
endeavoured  to  hide  their  treasures  wherever  it  was 
possible.  Tumults  arose  in  different  places,  the 
remoter  provinces  shook  off  their  allegiance,  and 
Pizarro  began  to  fear  that  he  had  been  criminal  in 
vain.  He  endeavoured  to  fill  the  vacant  throne ; 
and  Toparca,  a brother  of  the  deceased  monarch, 
was  inaugurated.  It  was  also  resolved  to  march 
on  Cuzco,  where  great  wealth  was  yet  expected  to 
be  found.  The  journey  was  commenced  early  in 
September.  There  were  about  five  hundred  men ; 
a third,  perhaps,  being  cavalry.  Pizarro  took  with 
him  the  young  inca  and  the  old  general,  Challcu- 
chima,  whom  he  had  previously  seized,  and  held 
in  confinement.  For  some  time  the  way  led  them 
through  a country  more  beautiful  than  they  had 
before  beheld ; but  after  some  days’  travelling,  they 
had  to  ascend  the  western  Cordillera,  in  the  valley 
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behind  which  stood  Cuzco.  Rumours  soon  reached 
them  that  an  army  of  Indians  was  waiting  to 
dispute  their  passage. 

Pizarro  knew  the  character  of  the  hills  and 
defiles  too  well  to  allow  himself  to  be  surprised. 
He  therefore  despatched  De  Soto,  with  sixty  horse, 
to  reconnoitre  the  country,  restore  the  bridges 
where  they  had  been  demolished,  nnd  clear  the  way 
for  the  main  body.  As  he  proceeded  he  was 
several  times  attacked  ; and  the  Spaniards  found 
that  at  length  the  country  had  become  hostile. 
Three  of  the  soldiers  were  killed.  They  were  still 
entangled  among  the  rocky  passes  of  the  descent, 
though  only  a few  leagues  from  the  plain  of  Cuzco, 
when  they  were  suddenly  assailed  by  a large  body 
of  Indians.  They  were  only  saved  by  the  strength 
and  swiftness  of  their  horses.  Even  this  was  not 
accomplished  without  great  difficulty.  The  Indians 
clung  to  the  legs  of  the  horses,  and  wielded  their 
rude  weapons  with  tremendous  power.  One 
Spaniard  was  cleft  through  helmet  and  skull  to  the 
nape  of  his  neck.  De  Soto  gained  the  level  ground 
about  nightfall,  and  anxiously  waited  for  the  morn- 
ing, when  he  expected  the  conflict  would  be  re- 
newed. But  Pizarro  had  felt  that  any  defeat 
would  be  ruinous,  and  had  sent  forward  Almagro 
with  all  the  remaining  horse.  By  pushing  forward 
with  all  possible  speed,  he  reached  the  place  where 
his  comrades  were  reposing  during  the  night 
following  the  battle.  The  Indians  had  not  antici- 
pated the  arrival  of  succours,  and  had  omitted  to 
guard  the  passes. 

In  the  morning,  when  they  saw  the  increased 
force  of  their  foes,  they  were  struck  with  terror, 
and  fled  in  haste.  Opposition  was  at  an  end. 
Pizarro  advanced,  and  effected  a junction  with  his 
vanguard  about  five  leagues  from  Cuzco.  The 
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spot  was  so  delightful  that  he  resolved  to  wait 
here  for  some  days  to  recruit  the  strength  of  his 
troops.  This  place  was  beautiful  and  healthy,  and 
supplies  of  provision  were  abundant.  During  the 
march  Toparca  had  died.  The  Spaniards  chose  to 
impute  this,  and  also  the  insurrectionary  movements 
of  the  natives,  to  Challcuchima.  While  they  were 
reposing  before  entering  Cuzco,  the  old  chief  was 
brought  to  trial,  and  condemned  to  be  burned  alive. 
He  protested  his  innocence ; but  the  horrid  sentence 
was  carried  into  effect.  Soon  after  a young  noble 
came  to  them  in  great  state.  It  was  Manco, 
Huascar’s  brother,  and  the  rightful  heir  to  the 
throne.  He  claimed  the  protection  of  the  strangers, 
and  restoration  to  his  inheritance.  He  was  received 
with  great  cordiality  by  Pizarro,  who  saw  at  once 
the  advantages  that  might  be  derived  from  his 
presence. 

On  the  15th  of  November,  1533,  the  Spaniards, 
in  all  the  pomp  of  martial  array,  entered  Cuzco, 
and  took  possession  of  the  ancient  metropolis  of 
the  empire  of  the  iucas.  Countless  multitudes  of 
the  natives  were  assembled  to  behold  these  mighty 
strangers,  gazing  with  astonishment  on  their  com- 
plexion, their  armour,  and  their  weapons,  and 
especially  on  their  horses.  The  shrill  notes  of  the 
trumpets  seemed  to  inspire  them  with  dread.  All 
was  peaceful.  What  they  had  heard  and  what 
they  saw  filled  them  with  wonder  and  fear,  and 
declared  resistance  to  be  useless. 

The  Spaniards  in  their  turn  were  astonished, 
though  astonishment  was  associated  with  very 
different  feelings.  The  city  was  much  larger  than 
Caxamarca,  but  presented  a very  similar  appear- 
ance. The  grand  Temple  of  the  Sun  was  the 
principal  object  of  admiration.  They  found  great 
wealth,  but  less  than  they  expected.  Yery  much 
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had  been  removed  for  the  inca’s  ransom,  and  time 
had  been  given  for  concealment.  On  their  march, 
however,  they  had  collected  a large  store.  In  one 
place  they  found  ten  planks  of  solid  silver,  each 
twenty  feet  long,  one  foot  broad,  and  two  or  three 
inches  thick.  A division  was  again  made,  with 
the  nsnal  discrimination  of  ranks.  Even  according 
to  the  lower  calculations,  each  horseman  received 
about  £12,000.  The  infantry  had  half  as  much. 
One-fifth  of  the  whole  was  previously  set  apart  for 
the  crown.  Was  ever  robbery  committed  on  a more 
magnificent  scale  ? Avarice  was  for  the  present 
glutted,  and  gave  way  to  an  inordinate  passion  for 
gaming.  Often,  in  a few  hours,  all  that  had  been 
gained  was  lost.  A few  only  had  the  wisdom  to 
seek  permission  to  return  home  with  their  wealth. 
Prices,  likewise,  rose  in  every  article  that  had  to 
be  purchased.  Provisions,  indeed,  were  obtained 
from  the  large  public  stores ; but  all  else  became 
as  dear  as  gold  and  silver  were  cheap.  A pair  of 
shoes  cost  seventy  or  eighty  pounds;  a quire  of 
paper,  twenty-five ; a good  horse,  five  thousand. 

The  booty  being  thus  divided,  the  first  care  of 
Pizarro  was  to  fix  the  young  inca — Manco— on  the 
Peruvian  throne.  All  the  usual  ceremonies  of  the 
coronation  were  carefully  observed,  except  that 
instead  of  the  rites  of  the  sun,  performed  by  the 
high  priest,  mass  was  celebrated  by  Father  Yah 
verde.  High  were  the  festivities  of  the  occasion  ; 
and  the  unsuspecting  natives  rejoiced  as  though 
some  great  boon  had  been  conferred  upon  them. 
A municipal  government,  after  the  model  of  the 
cities  of  Spain,  was  likewise  organised  for  Cuzco  ; 
and  the  oaths  of  office  were  solemnly  administered 
on  the  24th  of  March,  1534.  Gonzalo  and  Juan 
Pizarro  were  among  the  leading  functionaries. 
Spaniards  were  invited  to  settle  in  the  city  and 
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neighbourhood,  and  encouraged  to  do  so  by  muni- 
ficent offers  of  houses  and  lands.  The  eccleciastics, 
also,  engaged  in  the  work  of  promoting  conversion, 
according  to  their  views  of  it.  Yalverde  became 
Bishop  of  Cuzco,  and  a noble  cathedral  was  soon 
in  course  of  erection.  Subsequently,  a spacious 
monastery  rose  on  the  ruins  of  the  gorgeous  Temple 
of  the  Sun,  and  the  altar  was  raised  on  the  spot 
where  the  brilliant  image  of  the  Peruvian  deity 
had  shone.  Before  long,  a nunnery  replaced  the 
house  of  the  Virgins  of  the  Sun.  Every  vessel 
brought  a supply  of  ecclesiastics,  who  dispersed 
themselves  through  the  country ; and  among  them 
were  some  of  temper  very  different  from  the  im- 
passioned Yalverde.  Christianity,  as  they  under- 
stood it,  they  endeavoured  to  teach ; and  not  un- 
frequently  did  they  interpose  the  shield  of  that 
spiritual  power  before  which  even  the  haughty 
conquerors  trembled  on  behalf  of  the  feeble  and 
oppressed  natives.  May  we  not  hope  that,  amidst 
much  chaff,  some  grains  of  wheat  were  to  be  found  P 
What  appeared  to  be  the  last  source  of  apprehen- 
sion to  the  vice-regal  governor  was  before  long  cut 
off.  One  of  the  great  officers  of  Atahuallpa  still 
remained,  and  had  collected  a considerable  force. 
Almagro,  with  a small  body  of  horse,  and  a large 
Indian  army  under  the  inca,  marched  in  search  of 
him.  After  several  sanguinary  engagements,  in 
all  which  the  Spaniards  were,  as  usual,  victorious, 
the  officers  of  the  Peruvian  general,  wearied  with 
these  long  hostilities,  conspired  against  him,  and 
put  him  to  death : Pizarro  ruled  in  the  land  with- 
out a native  rival. 

But  he  was  now  threatened  by  another  and  a 
far  more  formidable  danger.  Pedro  de  Alvarado, 
who  had  served  under  Cortes  with  great  renown, 
and  acquired  great  wealth,  had  contracted  a high 
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alliance  in  Spain,  and  been  appointed  governor  of 
tbe  new  province  of  Guatemala,  south  of  Mexico, 
and  to  the  west  of  Honduras,  before  tbe  land  be- 
comes tbe  narrow  Isthmus  of  Panama.  Returning 
to  bis  province,  bis  avarice  was  excited  by  tbe 
magnificent  reports  be  beard  of  tbe  successful 
expeditions  of  Pizarro.  Professing  to  believe  that 
tbe  conquests  of  tbe  latter  bad  been  confined  to 
Peru  proper,  and  bearing  tales  of  tbe  immense 
wealth  of  Quito,  be  resolved  to  consider  it  as  a 
part  of  bis  own  government,  and  to  fit  out  an 
armament  for  its  subjugation.  In  March,  1534, 
be  landed  to  tbe  north  of  Quito,  with  five  hundred 
men,  half  being  mounted,  and  all  well  armed.  He 
marched  at  once  towards  Quito  ; but,  although 
approaching  tbe  equator,  tbe  elevated  regions 
through  which  be  bad  to  pass  bad  almost  an 
arctic  climate.  His  men  bad  to  labour  through 
fearful  mountain  passes  covered  with  snow.  Tbe 
Indians  with  him  perished  by  hundreds,  and  bis 
hardy  soldiers  sank  under  their  toils.  To  add  to 
their  difficulties  and  terrors,  tbe  very  elements 
seemed  to  be  at  war  with  them.  As  they  came 
nearer  to  Quito,  tbe  air  was  for  several  days  filled 
with  clouds  of  ashes,  rendering  respiration  diffi- 
cult. Tbe  sublime  cone  of  Cotopaxi,  to  tbe  south- 
east, was  in  full  volcanic  operation.  This  moun- 
tain, little  inferior  to  tbe  loftiest  peaks  of  the 
Himalaya  range,  in  its  eruptions  sometimes  sends 
up  sheets  of  flame  to  tbe  height  of  half  a mile, 
scattering  its  cinders  through  a circle  of  immense 
extent,  spouting  forth  overwhelming  cataracts  of 
burning  lava,  and  shaking  tbe  earth  with  sub- 
terraneous thunders,  that  sound,  at  more  than  the 
distance  of  a hundred  leagues,  like  the  loud  re- 
ports of  artillery.  After  immense  hardships,  and 
frequently  losing  their  way,  they  came  out  on  the 
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high  table-land  near  Riobamba,  nearly  a degree 
to  the  south  of  Cotopaxi,  nine  thousand  feet  above 
the  level  of  the  ocean.  Two  thousand  of  his 
Indians,  and  a fourth  of  his  men,  besides  a num- 
ber of  his  horses,  had  perished ; and  Alvarado 
found  his  whole  armament  fearfully  enfeebled. 
About  the  same  time,  Sebastian  Benalcazar,  hear- 
ing exaggerated  reports  of  the  wealth  of  Quito, 
had  marched  from  San  Miguel  to  conquer  it. 
Proceeding  by  an  easier  route,  he  reached  the  city, 
planted  the  standard  of  Spain  on  its  walls,  and 
then  found  that,  so  far  as  gold  was  concerned,  his 
labour  had  been  all  in  vain.  While  reposing  his 
troops,  he  heard  of  the  approach  of  his  superior 
officer,  Almagro,  who  had  been  despatched  by 
Pizarro  in  search  of  Alvarado.  The  united  forces 
awaited,  on  the  plains  of  Riobamba,  the  coming  of 
their  rival.  The  two  Spanish  armies  at  length 
met.  But  Alvarado  had  reflected  on  the  unautho- 
rised and  at  the  same  time  unsuccessful  character 
of  his  expedition,  and  was  willing  to  agree  to  a 
compromise.  His  men,  too,  were  willing  to  join 
their  comrades  in  seeking  wealth  to  the  south. 
On  condition  of  receiving  gold  to  the  amount  of 
about  £250,000,  he  agreed  to  relinquish  ships, 
men,  ammunition,  and  stores.  He  only  stipulated 
for  a friendly  interview  with  Pizarro  before  he 
left  the  country.  They  met  at  the  ancient  Peru- 
vian city  of  Pachacamac,  a few  leagues  to  the 
southward  of  the  modern  city  of  Lima,  not  far 
from  the  coast.  The  interview,  and  the  revels 
connected  with  it,  being  concluded,  Alvarado 
sailed  from  one  of  the  harbours  on  the  proximate 
coast,  and  Pizarro  was  once  more  left  to  proceed 
with  his  work. 

Before  he  removed,  he  resolved  to  erect  a city 
in  the  neighbourhood  in  which  he  then  was,  which 


CONQUEST  OF  PEEU. 


103 


should  be  the  capital  of  the  entire  colony.  To 
this  resolution  Lima  owes  its  origin.  Its  geo- 
graphical situation  is  12°  south  latitude,  and  77° 
4'  west  longitude.  The  foundation  was  laid  about 
the  middle  of  January,  1535 ; and  the  work  of 
erection,  in  which  thousands  were  engaged,  went 
on  rapidly. 

In  the  meantime,  Hernando  Pizarro  had  ar^ 
rived  in  Spain.  The  immense  quantity  of  gold 
that  he  presented  insured  him  a favourable  recep- 
tion at  court ; and  as  the  prospect  of  wealth 
seemed  no  longer  visionary  or  distant,  numerous 
adventurers  were  willing  to  accompany  him  on 
his  return.  The  former  grants  to  Pizarro  were 
confirmed,  and  Almagro  was  empowered  to  dis- 
cover and  occupy  the  country  for  two  hundred 
leagues  from  the  southern  limits  of  the  territory 
granted  to  Pizarro.  He  thus  became  an  indepen- 
dent commander.  But  that  which  gratified  his 
ambition  eventually  imperilled  his  life.  Hernando 
Pizarro  left  Spain  with  a large  armament,  and 
arrived  on  the  east  side  of  the  isthmus.  At 
Panama,  however,  no  preparations  had  been  made 
for  the  transportation  of  the  new  comers ; they 
and  their  leader  had,  therefore,  to  remain  there 
for  some  time.  But  his  despatches  were  forwarded, 
and  Almagro  learned  the  new  powers  that  had 
been  bestowed  on  him.  Affecting  to  believe  that 
Cuzco  was  in  his  territory,  he  assumed  the  supreme 
command  there.  The  brothers  of  Pizarro  opposed 
him,  and  the  feud  threatened  fatal  consequences. 
Pizarro  hastened  there,  and  once  more  a tempo- 
rary reconciliation  ensued.  A new  compact  was 
entered  into  with  all  the  ceremonies  of  religion, 
and  the  wrath  of  Heaven  was  invoked  on  him  who 
should  first  violate  its  terms.  Almagro  then 
mustered  his  forces,  and  with  large  numbers  of 
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adventurers  marched  southward  for  the  conquest 
and  settlement  of  Chili. 

. The  threatening  danger  of  rivalry  being  averted, 
Pizarro  had  an  interval  of  leisure  to  attend  to 
the  concerns  of  his  government.  Besides  the  in- 
tended  capital,  other  cities  on  the  coast  were 
founded ; one  of  them,  named  Truxillo,  in  honour 
of  his  birth-place,  about  8°  south  latitude.  Nu- 
merous distributions  of  lands  and  Indians  were 
likewise  made.  But  to  Lima  his  chief  attention 
was  given  ; and  with  the  number  of  labourers  at 
his  command  it  speedily  advanced  towards  com- 
pletion, one  of  the  noblest  cities  in  the  world. 
Probably  this  was  the  happiest  period  of  his  life. 


CHAPTER  IX. 


HERNANDO  MADE  GOVERNOR  AT  CUZCO  — RISING  OF 
THE  INDIANS  — ALMAGRO  RETURNS  FROM  CHILI 
AND  SEIZES  CUZCO— MARCHES  ON  LIMA ARRANGE- 

MENT WITH  PIZARRO  — SUBSEQUENT  DEFEAT  AND 
EXECUTION  AT  CUZCO. 

SEVERER  trials,  however,  awaited  Pizarro. 

Too  many  elements  of  disturbance  existed 
to  allow  of  long  repose.  The  first  storm  arose 
from  an  unexpected  and  undreaded  quarter.  He 
bad  regarded  the  spirit  of  the  Peruvians  as  com- 
pletely broken.  But  be  was  mistaken.  The  spirit 
of  the  young  inca  was  lofty.  He  saw  himself 
possessed  of  no  more  than  the  shadow  of  power, 
and  occasionally  felt  that  he  was  exposed  to  insults 
which  proved  that  the  Spaniards  only  regarded 
him  as  their  tool.  He  found  others  with  whom 
he  could  brood  over  his  wrongs  and  meditate 
revenge.  Once  he  attempted  to  escape ; but,  his 
flight  being  discovered,  he  was  pursued,  and 
brought  back  to  Cuzco.  In  the  meantime  Her- 
nando had  arrived  at  Lima,  and  was  immediately 
despatched  by  his  brother  to  take  the  supreme 
command  at  Cuzco.  He  manifested  much  kind- 
ness for  the  inca  ; but  Manco  was  past  being  won 
by  this.  He  took  advantage  of  it  again  to  effect 
his  escape ; and  Juan  Pizarro,  with  a troop  of 
sixty  horse,  was  sent  to  arrest  him.  For  some 
time  he  sought  the  fugitive  in  vain.  He  found 
him  at  length  in  the  command  of  a numerous 
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army.  In  the  battle  that  followed,  skill,  after 
hard  fighting,  prevailed  against  numbers,  and 
Juan  hoped  that  his  work  was  done.  The  next 
morning  he  was  undeceived.  The  spirit  of  the 
Peruvians  had  at  length  been  aroused,  and  in  the 
midst  of  the  mountain  passes  he  found  himself 
opposed  by  not  fewer  than  two  hundred  thousand 
warriors.  At  the  same  time  he  was  recalled  by 
Hernando  to  Cuzco,  which  was  now  assailed  by 
hosts  of  Peruvians.  Juan  retreated,  followed  by 
the  enemy  with  triumphant  yells ; and  when  he 
reached  the  city,  he  found  it  beleaguered  by  as 
many  as  had  opposed  his  onward  progress.  Early 
in  February,  1536,  Cuzco  was  besieged.  The  mis- 
siles of  the  besiegers  soon  set  the  city  on  fire,  and, 
notwithstanding  the  utmost  efforts  of  theSpaniards, 
in  the  course  of  a few  days  it  was  a heap  of 
ashes.  Against  the  native  hosts,  there  were  mus- 
tered only  about  a thousand  Indians,  who  were 
faithful  to  them,  and  two  hundred  Europeans. 
And  these  were  almost  worn  out  with  constant 
fighting.  In  every  attack  they  were  victorious. 
They  mowed  down  their  opponents  like  grass. 
But  for  a long  time  numbers  seemed  likely  to  pre- 
vail. In  one  of  the  fierce  encounters  that  were 
of  continual  occurrence,  Juan  Pizarro  was  slain. 
Provisions,  too,  became  scarce.  The  Peruvians 
seemed  to  hope  for  final  success  from  this,  and, 
dreading  the  resistless  valour  and  arms  of  the 
Spaniards,  converted  the  siege  into  a blockade. 
But,  after  this  dreadful  condition  had  continued 
five  months,  the  Peruvians  themselves  yielded  to 
the  difficulty  of  finding  provisions,  and  Hernando 
had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  the  mighty  host 
melt  away. 

Pizarro  himself  had  been  unable  to  move  to  the 
assistance  of  his  brothers.  The  insurrection  was- 
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a general  one.  He  and  liis  troops  had  to  fight  for 
their  own  existence ; and  for  months  battle  suc- 
ceeded to  battle  without  intermission.  The  issue 
could  not  have  been  doubtful,  but  for  the  superior 
arms,  offensive  and  defensive,  of  the  Spaniards, 
their  individual  bravery,  and  the  total  inability 
of  the  Indians  to  resist  the  cutting  steel  with  which 
they  were  assailed.  It  Tvas  a trial  between  num- 
bers and  the  amazing  power  of  the  few.  Pizarro 
sent  messages  to  Panama,  containing  the  most 
earnest  entreaties  for  help,  and  the  most  liberal 
promises  of  reward.  But  while  waiting  for  suc- 
cours, his  mind  was  filled  with  anxiety.  His 
enemies  allowed  him  no  respite.  He  knew  his 
brothers  were  in  the  same  situation.  His  only 
hope  was  in  endurance.  They  who  could  hold  out 
the  longest  would  be  the  final  victors.  And  so  it 
was.  All  over  the  land,  the  Peruvians  became 
gradually  but  entirely  dispirited.  The  strangers 
were  neither  to  be  defeated  nor  worn  out.  The 
hosts  that  had  been  collected,  one  after  another, 
dispersed.  The  country  was  resigned  to  the  in- 
vaders in  despair ; and,  so  far  as  the  natives  were 
concerned,  the  conquest  of  Peru  was  complete. 

But  the  dispersion  of  the  natives  brought  no 
repose  to  Pizarro.  The  necessity  of  agreement  in 
the  pursuit  of  one  common  object  had  produced 
the  appearance  of  union  between  him  and  his 
associates.  There  was  united  effort  to  win  the 
prize ; but  the  prize  being  won,  individual  effort 
to  secure  the  largest  share  was  called  into  action, 
and  mutual  opposition  kindled  the  flames  of  a fierce 
and  destructive  civil  discord.  This  was  not  long 
delayed.  Almagro  had  marched  southward  to 
explore  and  conquer  the  territory  which  was  to  be, 
by  royal  grant,  placed  under  his  independent  rule. 
The  sufferings  which  he  and  his  men  endured  on. 
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liis  march  were  indescribable.  For  tbe  most  part  it 
was  conducted  amidst  tbe  precipitous  ravines  and 
fastnesses  of  the  Andes,  which  often  approached 
close  to  the  coast.  At  every  step  they  took  the 
climate  became  more  inclement  and  severe ; till, 
having  advanced  beyond  the  tropic  of  Capricorn,  the 
cold  of  those  lofty  regions  became  so  intense,  that 
many  even  of  the  hardy  Spaniards,  and  numbers  of 
the  feeble  Indians,  lost  their  lives.  Almagro  pene- 
trated to  Coquimbo,  about  the  30th  degree  of  south 
latitude.  But  no  traces  of  the  grand  inducement 
to  labour  were  found.  The  men  discovered  that 
the  land  of  gold  was  left  behind  them,  and  they 
became  anxious  to  return.  Their  commander 
received  intelligence  which  led  him  to  yield  to 
them.  Messengers  had  been  despatched  after  him 
by  his  friends,  with  the  exact  particulars  of  the 
royal  grant.  Geography  was  not  well  understood 
in  those  days,  nor  the  method  of  exactly  determin- 
ing the  position  of  places.  Pizarro  was  to  govern 
the  land  as  far  as  270  leagues  from  the  river  of 
Santiago,  1°  20'  north  latitude.  Beyond  that  line 
was  allotted  to  Almagro.  The  question  was,  In 
whose  territories  is  Cuzco  ? The  rough  measure- 
ments of  the  time  made  it  a matter  of  doubt. 
Almagro,  however,  claimed  it.  He  marched  north- 
ward till  he  arrived  in  the  valley  of  Cuzco.  The 
Peruvian  insurrection  had  only  just  been  quelled. 
Hernando  negotiated  with  his  brother’s  rival,  and 
a truce  was  agreed  upon  till  the  disputed  point 
'Could  be  arranged.  But  Almagro  was  hasty  and 
suspicious,  and  there  were  those  about  him  who 
wished  to  secure  the  city  as  their  prize  before  the 
•arrival  of  the  governor  himself.  Beports,  or  in- 
vented tales,  were  told  to  Almagro,  tending  to 
produce  the  belief  that  he  was  betrayed ; and  in  a 
sudden  fit  of  passion,  April  8th,  1537,  he  ordered 
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his  troops  to  attack  the  city.  The  attack  was 
successful.  Almagro  was  master  of  Cuzco.  He 
ordered  the  Pizarros  and  some  of  the  principal 
inhabitants  to  be  imprisoned  for  resisting  his 
authority.  One  of  the  governor’s  lieutenants, 
Alonzo  de  Alvarado,  was  advancing  with  a large 
body  of  men  to  relieve  Cuzco  from  the  Peruvian 
besiegers.  He  was  now  at  Abancay,  some  forty 
leagues  to  the  south-west  of  the  city.  Almagro 
resolved  to  surprise  him.  Quick  in  his  movements, 
he  succeeded  in  his  object ; and  on  the  12th  of 
July  occurred  the  second  pitched  battle  of  the  civil 
war.  Alvarado  was  totally  defeated,  and  Almagro 
returned  to  Cuzco  with  prisoners  little  fewer  than 
the  entire  number  of  his  own  army. 

All  this  time,  Francisco  Pizarro  was  at  Lima, 
anxiously  waiting  re-inf orcements  from  Panama,  to 
enable  him  effectually  to  quell  the  Peruvian  revolt. 
His  requests  had  met  with  success.  Vessels  were 
sent  well  supplied  with  military  stores ; and  Gaspar 
de  Espinosa,  by  whom  the  money  originally  raised 
by  Father  Luque  as  his  contribution  to  the  expenses 
of  the  expedition  had  been  actually  furnished, 
brought  a body  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  men. 
Pizarro  left  him  on  his  way  to  Cuzco ; but  he  had 
not  proceeded  far  before  he  received  the  astound- 
ing intelligence  of  the  conduct  of  Almagro  and  the 
defeat  of  Alvarado.  He  instantly  returned  to 
Lima,  which  he  put  in  a posture  of  defence.  He 
also  sent  to  Espinosa  to  neotigate  with  his  trium- 
phant rival.  But  Almagro ’s  views  had  enlarged 
with  success,  and  he  now  said  that  Lima  also  was 
within  the  limits  of  his  jurisdiction.  Espinosa  en- 
deavoured to  bring  him  to  a more  reasonable  temper, 
but  in  vain  ; and  he  at  length  left  him,  repeating 
a pithy  Castilian  proverb,  ‘ The  vanquished  is 
vanquished ; but  the  vanquisher  is  ruined.’ 
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Almagro  now  resolved  to  march,  towards  the 
coast,  to  plant  a colony,  and  to  secure  a port  for 
himself.  Before  his  departure,  Orgonez,  his  prin- 
cipal officer,  earnestly  advised  him  to  behead  Her- 
nando and  Gonzalo  Pizarro,  as  the  only  safe  way 
of  freeing  himself  from  dangerous  enemies.  To  this 
he  would  by  no  means  consent ; though  haughty, 
crash,  and  passionate,  he  was  not  wantonly  cruel. 
Hernando  he  took  with  him.  Gonzalo  was  left  in 
Cuzco,  as  he  thought,  in  safe  custody.  He  was 
mistaken.  Gonzalo,  He  Alvarado,  and  some  others 
of  the  prisoners,  effected  their  escape,  and  reached 
Lima  in  safety.  Arriving  near  the  coast,  he  was 
met  by  Bovadilla,  a Spanish  friar,  possessing  a 
high  reputation  for  integrity,  proposing  negotia- 
tions ; and  on  the  13th  of  November,  1537,  the 
rival  chiefs  met.  At  first  the  parties  only  recrimi- 
nated on  each  other,  and  the  interview  was  abruptly 
broken  off.  But  Pizarro  was  resolved  to  secure 
his  brother’s  safety  at  the  price  of  any  concessions. 
Eventually,  the  disputants  came  to  terms.  Her- 
nando was  to  be  set  at  liberty,  and  to  leave  the 
country  for  Spain  in  six  weeks.  Almagro  was 
honourable  himself,  and  believed  his  opponents  to 
be  equally  sincere.  Hernando  swore  on  the  Gospels 
and  pledged  his  knightly  honour  that  he  would 
fulfil  his  part  of  the  agreement;  and  Almagro 
visiting  Pizarro  was  received  and  entertained  as 
though  their  early  friendship  existed  in  all  its 
force. 

But  Pizarro  knew  his  rival,  and  considered  no 
concessions  binding,  to  which,  as  he  conceived,  he 
had  been  compelled  by  a necessity  originating  in 
treachery.  While  the  negotiations  were  proceed- 
ing, he  was  preparing  his  military  force  for  decisive 
enterprise;  and  scarcely  had  Almagro  left  the 
quarters,  when  he  summoned  his  troops  before  him, 
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related  his  wrongs,  and  called  them  to  assist  him  in 
avenging  them.  They  heard  him  with  enthusiasm. 
He  then  told  them  that  his  age  would  prevent 
him  from  marching  with  them ; but  that,  as  their 
commander  must  be  his  fast  friend,  he  had  fixed  on 
his  brother  Hernando,  whom  he  formally  released 
from  the  solemn  obligations  into  which  he  had  so 
recently  entered,  as  inconsistent  with  his  duty  to 
the  crown.  He  then  sent  to  inform  Almagro  that 
the  treaty  was  at  an  end,  and  warned  him  to  with- 
draw into  his  own  territory. 

Almagro  saw  that  he  had  been  betrayed.  And 
his  distress  was  increased  by  a painful  malady  under 
which  he  now  laboured,  resulting  immediately  from 
his  long  endurance  of  hardships  and  toils,  and 
aggravated  by  the  excesses  in  which  he  had  in- 
dulged in  his  youth.  He  could  not  sit  on  horse- 
back, but  was  carried  in  a litter  over  the  moun- 
tains to  Cuzco.  The  management  of  his  affairs 
was  committed  to  Grgonez,  on  whose  loyalty  he 
felt  he  could  rely.  But  neither  in  forecast  nor 
execution  was  he  a match  for  Hernando  Pizarro, 
who  so  arranged  his  marches  in  that  extensive 
country,  that,  by  travelling  to  a greater  distance, 
he  avoided  all  the  guarded  passes  of  the  mountains, 
and  arrived,  without  having  met  with  any  resis- 
tance, in  the  latter  part  of  April,  1538,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Cuzco.  He  found  the  city  in 
the  possession  of  Almagro. 

The  26th  of  April,  1538,  was  a memorable  day 
both  for  the  Indians  and  Spaniards.  Almagro  had 
resolved  not  to  be  besieged ; and  though  he  was 
unable  through  illness  to  head  his  forces,  he  gave 
the  command  to  his  trusty  lieutenant,  Orgonez. 
Taking  up  a position  near  the  city,  he  awaited  the 
coming  of  the  Pizarros.  The  hills  were  crowded 
with  the  natives,  who  were  now  to  see  their  invaders 
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destroy  each  other.  The  battle  was  fiercely  con- 
tested ; but  Orgonez  being  slain,  the  defeat  of  his* 
forces  soon  became  total.  The  brothers  marched 
into  Cuzco  in  triumph ; and  as  Almagro  was  un- 
able to  flee,  he  was  at  once  seized,  and  thrown  into* 
prison  heavily  chained.  The  state  of  his  health 
was  such,  that  Hernando  feared  that  death  would 
deprive  him  of  revenge.  He  visited  him,  spoke  ta 
him  kindly,  held  out  hopes  of  liberation,  and  sent 
him  delicacies  from  his  own  table  to  recruit  his 
appetite.  But,  all  the  while,  he  was  preparing  a, 
process  against  him ; and,  when  this  was  completed, 
on  the  8th  of  July,  1538,  he  was  suddenly  brought 
to  trial,  found  guilty,  and  sentenced  to  die  as  a 
traitor.  Almagro  could  scarcely  believe  that  his 
foes  were  in  earnest ; and  when  Hernando  visited 
him  after  his  condemnation,  he  sued  for  his  life. 
The  proud  cavalier  reproached  him  with  his  mean- 
ness, and  told  him  that,  as  his  fate  was  certain,  he 
had  only  to  employ  what  time  remained  for  him  in 
preparing  to  die  as  a good  Christian.  Almagro 
now  saw  that  he  was  a doomed  man,  and  began  to 
arrange  his  affairs.  He  was  empowered  by  his 
grant  to  name  his  successor,  and  he  appointed  his 
son  Diego  to  the  charge.  All  his  property  and 
possessions  in  Peru  he  left  to  the  emperor,  with 
want  of  loyalty  to  whom  he  had  been  charged. 
His  will  stated  that  his  accounts  with  Pizarro 
had  never  been  properly  settled,  and  that  a large 
balance  was  still  due  to  him.  He  might  thus  hope 
not  only  to  conciliate  the  emperor’s  favour  towards 
his  son,  but  to  give  Pizarro  a creditor  with  whom 
he  would  not  be  able  to  trifle  as  he  had  done 
with  himself.  Hernando  found,  however,  that  his 
proceedings  were  not  pleasing  to  the  bulk  even 
of  his  own  associates.  Several  of  his  principal 
officers  expostulated  with  him,  and  Almagro  was 
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known  to  be  popular  among  tbe  soldiers.  The 
only  effect  which  these  considerations  produced 
was  a change  in  the  mode  of  executing  the  sen- 
tence. The  doomed  man  was  one  of  the  earliest 
projectors  of  the  enterprise  which  had  so  wonder- 
fully succeeded.  Of  personal  labour  and  pecuniary 
contribution,  he  had  been  as  prodigal  as  Pizarro 
himself ; and  he  was  old  and  grey-headed,  not  far 
from  threescore  and  ten  years  of  age.  Hernando 
could  notf  orego  his  revenge ; but  he  resolved  neither 
to  awaken  sympathy  nor  anger  by  a public  execu- 
tion. He  was  strangled  privately  in  prison.  Her- 
nando did  not  perceive  that  he  was  committing 
not  only  a crime , — he  would  have  thought  little  of 
that ; absolution  was  at  hand ; and  where  unspiritual 
men  can  give  absolution  on  the  performance  of  an 
outward  penance,  fixed  by  themselves,  the  lowest 
views  of  morality  must  necessarily  be  occasioned, 
— but  also  a mistake,  a blunder , which  he  might 
afterwards  have  reason  to  regret.  Almagro,  once 
conquered,  at  his  age,  and  with  his  infirmities,  was 
no  longer  dangerous.  His  death  opened  the  way 
for  his  son,  a youth  of  high  spirit,  strong  passions, 
and  at  lea,st  respectable  abilities.  The  terms  of 
Almagro ’s  will,  too,  brought  in  the  crown  as  heir 
and  creditor.  Never  was  there  a greater  error 
than  the  execution  of  Almagro.  But  he  and  his 
partner  were  both  of  them  men  of  blood ; and  the 
mysterious  Providence  that  had  permitted  their 
success  permitted  also  their  own  passions  to  bring 
about  the  visible  punishment  of  their  crimes.  Al- 
magro was  dead.  Pizarro  lived,  and  every  rival 
seemed  swept  from  his  path.  Will  he  go  down  to 
the  grave  in  peace  ? 
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CHAPTER  X. 


PIZARRO  TRIUMPHANT — HERNANDO  SENT  TO  SPAIN — 
IMPRISONED  BY  CHARLES  Y. — APPOINTMENT  OP 
AN  IMPERIAL  COMMISSIONER — DISCOVERY  OF  THE 
AMAZON — CONSPIRACY — ASSASSINATION  OF  PIZARRO. 

PIZARRO  awaited  at  Lima  despatches  from 
his  brothers,  and  when  he  heard  of  their 
success,  commenced  his  own  march  to  Cuzco.  On 
his  way  he  met  Diego  Almagro,  who  had  been 
sent  by  Hernando.  The  youth  pleaded  earnestly 
for  his  father’s  life,  and  received  assurances  that 
it  should  be  preserved.  Diego,  comforted  by  them, 
proceeded  to  Lima,  where  he  dwelt  in  the  gover- 
nor’s house,  and  was  treated  with  all  kindness. 
But  Pizarro  was  careful  not  to  hasten  his  pro- 
gress. Before  it  was  completed,  he  received  the 
tidings  of  his  rival’s  death.  His  friends  say  that 
he  was  greatly  moved  by  them ; but  it  is  known 
that  a constant  intercourse  was  kept  up  by  mes- 
sengers between  himself  and  his  brothers;  and 
when  Hernando,  in  after  years,  had  to  defend  him- 
self from  the  obloquy  occasioned  by  the  iniquitous 
act,  he  pleaded  the  positive  instructions  of  the 
governor.  Pizarro  entered  Cuzco  in  triumph,  re- 
fused to  allow  Diego  to  possess  the  government 
of  the  southern  provinces,  confiscated  the  estates 
of  the  leaders  in  the  late  movement,  and  trans- 
ferred them  to  his  own  partisans.  Many  were  re- 
duced to  such  poverty  that  they  left  the  city.  To 
his  own  brothers  he  gave  such  large  donations 
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that  the  auger  of  his  followers  was  excited,  and 
gradually  called  forth  an  opposition  which  issued 
in  his  ruin.  He  appeared  to  think  that  he  was 
now  the  undisputed  lord  of  the  whole  land,  and 
resolved  to  allow  no  rivals  to  either  himself  or  his 
brothers.  Benalcazar,  who  had  conquered  Quito, 
was  superseded,  and  returned  to  Spain,  to  lay  his 
complaints  before  the  emperor,  and  to  solicit  re- 
dress and  reward.  In  the  meantime,  Pizarro  pur- 
sued his  ambitious  projects.  Gronzalo,  assisted  by 
Hernando,  pushed  his  conquests  to  the  south,  and 
received  large  grants  in  the  neigbourhood  of  Po- 
tosi,  where  the  silver-mines  had  been  only  imper- 
fectly wrought  by  the  incas.  Indeed,  the  Span- 
iards left  them  for  several  years  longer  in  their 
incomplete  condition.  It  was  some  time  before 
the  wealth  hidden  in  the  bosom  of  the  mountains 
there  was  brought  to  light. 

In  the  summer  of  1539  it  was  thought  neces- 
sary that  Hernando  should  proceed  to  Spain. 
Diego  de  Alvarado  and  a considerable  number  of 
other  friends  of  the  slain  governor  of  Chili  were 
urging  their  complaints,  and  seeking  to  awaken 
the  fears  of  a court  always  jealous  of  its  authority. 
Hernando  collected  large  quantities  of  treasure, 
hoping  thus  to  be  able  to  secure  protection.  He 
warned  his  brother  before  his  departure  to  be 
always  on  his  guard  against  the  followers  of  Al- 
magro.  But  prosperity  had  blinded  him.  He 
despised  his  enemies.  He  had  already  crushed 
them,  and  could  at  any  time  destroy  them. 

Hernando  arrived  safely  in  Spain.  But  he  was 
deceived  in  his  expectations.  The  representations 
-of  the  friends  of  Almagro  had  made  a deep  im- 
pression both  on  the  court  and  on  the  public.  He 
was  coldly  received,  but  he  still  trusted  to  his 
gold.  He  had  only  studied  human  nature  on  the 
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side  of  its  weakness  and  wickedness ; and,  by  a 
profuse  expenditure  of  bis  wealth,  anticipated  an 
eventual  triumph.  But  the  wrongs  of  Almagro 
were  too  generally  known,,  and  the  complete  tri- 
umph of  the  Pizarros  had  made  them  dangerous. 
Imperial  interference,  decisive  and  resistless,  was 
demanded,  not  only  by  justice,  but  by  policy.  At 
such  a distance  from  the  supreme  authority,  with 
exhaustless  wealth  and  augmenting  power,  with 
an  insatiable  ambition  which  regarded  not  the 
means  so  that  the  end  could  be  obtained,  what 
security  could  be  given  for  unwavering  loyalty  ? 
If  Pizarro  sought  to  be  the  first  European  monarch 
of  Peru,  what,  in  a region  so  remote,  was  there  to 
hinder  him  ? Charles  the  Fifth  was  not  the  man 
to  allow  the  prospects  of  empire  and  wealth  to 
pass  away  like  a fading  vision.  As  a first  step, 
Hernando  was  thrown  into  prison,  and  continued 
there  in  close  custody  for  twenty  years.  At  the 
end  of  that  time,  in  1560,  he  was  allowed  to  come 
forth.  But  he  was  an  old  man.  He  had  survived 
all  his  friends.  Forfeitures  and  expensive  litiga- 
tion had  reduced  him  to  poverty.  Yet  he  bore  all 
with  equanimity,  and  died  in  obscurity  at  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  one  hundred.  Knowing,  too,  the 
fate  of  his  brothers,  was  his  mind  undisturbed  by 
the  recollection  of  his  own  share  in  the  transac- 
tions of  the  past?  He  could  not  forget  them; 
but  did  he  feel  that  his  life  was  spared  for  repen- 
tance ? Such  questions  must  remain  unanswered ; 
but  his  example  holds  out  no  encouragement  to 
the  wrong- doer. 

The  arrangement  of  Peruvian  affairs  was  a 
question  of  greater  difficulty.  It  was  at  last 
resolved  to  send  out  an  imperial  commissioner, 
possessing  concurrent  powers  with  the  governor, 
though  ostensibly  he  was  only  to  act  in  subordi- 
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nation  to  him.  In  case  of  the  death  of  Pizarro, 
however,  he  was  to  bring  forth  the  royal  commis- 
sion, committing  to  him  the  supreme  government. 
The  person  chosen  for  this  delicate  task  was  Yaca 
de  Castro,  a learned  judge,  a man  of  wisdom  and 
integrity,  of  good  address,  and  possessing  such 
knowledge  of  character  as  that  it  was  thought  he 
would  be  able,  though  not  bred  to  arms,  to  avail 
himself  of  all  resources.  He  sailed  from  Seville 
in  the  autumn  of  1540. 

While  these  ominous  events  were  transpiring, 
Pizarro  was  busily  employed.  The  inca,  Manco, 
still  gave  him  occasional  disturbances,  quelled 
only  by  a power  often  exercised  with  relentless 
cruelty.  Hew  towns  were  built,  the  exploration 
of  the  country  was  carried  on,  Gonzalo  was  sent 
to  be  the  Governor  of  Quito,  and  Pizarro  himself, 
directing  all  these  measures  from  his  splendid 
palace  at  Lima,  saw  not  the  clouds  which  were 
gathering  over  the  face  of  the  sky. 

Gonzalo  was  directed  to  examine  the  country 
to  the  eastward  of  Quito.  In  the  beginning  of 
1540  he  commenced  his  expedition,  and,  after 
fearful  hardships  and  dangers,  arrived  at  the  most 
easterly  slopes  of  the  Andes.  But  his  provisions 
were  all  exhausted,  and  they  found  none  in  the 
place  where  they  had  arrived.  They  were  on  the 
bank  of  a river  which  flowed  to  the  east ; and  re- 
port said  that  at  some  little  distance  there  was  a 
rich  district,  where  the  Hapo  joined  a still  larger 
river.  A bark  was  constructed;  Francisco  de 
Orellana,  with  some  of  the  weaker  men,  was  put 
on  board  : they  were  to  sail  to  the  more  fertile 
country,  and  return  with  provisions.  The  pre- 
parations being  completed,  they  embarked;  and 
such  was  the  rapidity  of  the  current  that  the 
vessel  was  soon  out  of  sight.  Days  and  weeks 
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passed  away,  and  the  famishing  Spaniards  saw  no 
returning  vessel ; and  at  length  Gonzalo  resolved 
to  conduct  his  men  to  the  spot  of  which  they  had 
heard.  But  so  difficult  was  the  way,  and  so  en- 
feebled were  the  men,  that  the  journey  occupied 
them  two  months.  They  came  to  the  larger  river. 
It  was  the  mighty  Amazon.  What  had  become  of 
Orellana?  for  mo  traces  of  him  were  to  be  seen. 
Like  all  the  adventurers  of  that  day,  he  was  ani- 
mated by  the  passion  of  daring  enterprise.  He 
saw  at  once  that  this  was  a stream  which  must 
cross  the  whole  continent ; and,  regardless  of  those 
whom  he  had  left,  he  resolved  to  be  the  first  who 
should  travel  from  the  shores  of  the  Pacific  to 
those  of  the  Atlantic.  His  men  eagerly  accepted 
the  proposal ; and,  after  adventures  and  hazards, 
extraordinary  even  in  those  days,  he  reached  the 
ocean,  and  proceeded  to  Spain  to  narrate  his  won- 
derful discoveries. 

Gonzalo,  thus  deserted,  had  no  alternative  but 
to  return  to  Quito.  The  sufferings  of  the  party 
were  greater  than  ever ; and  at  length,  having  con- 
sumed nearly  a year  in  their  march,  they  reached 
more  like  spectres  than  living  men,  the  home  they 
had  left.  Early  in  1540,  one  hundred  and  fifty 
Spaniards,  well  equipped  and  mounted,  with  four 
thousand  Indians,  had  left  the  city.  In  June, 
1542,  two  thousand  Indians  and  eighty  Spaniards 
re-entered  it ! 

Hor  was  Gonzalo  permitted  to  enjoy  any  re- 
pose after  his  safe  return.  During  his  absence, 
events  had  occurred,  the  intelligence  of  which  was 
of  the  most  astounding  character.  Those  events, 
forming  the  last  chapter  in  the  history  of  Fran- 
cisco Pizarro,  are  now  to  be  narrated. 

The  followers  of  Almagro  were  scattered  about 
the  country.  Pizarro  sought  not  to  conciliate 
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them,  and  lie  despised  them  too  much  to  guard 
against  them.  But  they  were  brooding  over  their 
wrongs,  and  gloomily  and  secretly  meditating 
revenge.  Diego  Almagro,  too,  remained  at  Lima. 
His  father’s  friends  resorted  to  him ; and  that  he 
might  not  be  able  to  purchase  their  services,  the 
infatuated  governor  deprived  him  of  a great  part 
of  his  possessions ; and  the  poverty  of  the  party 
was  exasperated  by  the  contempt  with  which  they 
were  treated.  They  who  had  received  their  con- 
fiscated wealth  delighted  to  exhibit  their  luxury 
and  pomp  before  their  mortified  and,  as  they  be- 
lieved, utterly  subjugated  foes.  News  of  the  ap- 
pointment of  an  imperial  commissioner  reached 
Lima,  and  the  ‘men  of  Chili,’  as  they  were  con- 
temptuously termed,  began  to  hope  for  redress. 
But  months  elapsed,  and  the  judge  came  not.  At 
length  tidings  arrived  that  the  vessel  in  which  he 
had  sailed  had  been  wrecked,  and  it  was  reported 
that  he  himself  had  perished.  They  who  had  been 
cheered  by  hope  were  now  maddened  by  disap- 
pointment ; and,  in  the  fury  of  their  despair,  say- 
ing that  they  could  only  perish,  as  they  must  do 
before  long  in  their  present  condition,  that  in 
perishing  they  would  have  revenge,  and  that  suc- 
cess might  open  brighter  days  before  them,  they 
formed  a conspiracy  for  the  assassination  of  their 
triumphant  enemy.  With  all  his  forecast,  Pizarro 
had  forgotten  that  no  man’s  life  is  safe  from  those 
whom  despair  has  made  regardless  of  their  own. 
Warnings  were  given  him,  but  he  received  them 
only  with  laughter.  The  conspirators,  about 
twenty  in  number,  agreed  to  assemble  at  Almagro’s 
house,  on  Sunday,  June  26th,  1541,  and  when  the 
governor  was  returning  from  mass,  suddenly  to 
sally  out,  and  slay  him  in  the  street.  It  is  believed 
that  they  kept  young  Diego  in  ignorance  of  their 


122 


PIZARRO. 


purpose.  The  leader  of  the  conspirators  was  Juan 
de  Herrada,  a man  who  had  risen  to  the  highest 
military  posts  by  his  talents.  Devotedly  attached 
to  Almagro,  he  had  transferred  his  affection  ta 
his  son,  and  devised  the  sanguinary  plot  far  more 
in  reference  to  him  than  to  himself.  The  appointed 
day  found  them  fixed  to  their  purpose ; but  while 
they  were  waiting,  they  learned  that  the  governor 
was  detained  at  home,  it  was  said  by  illness.  They 
believed  their  design  was  discovered.  Some  pro- 
posed instant  flight,  but  the  others  said  that  would 
be  useless ; their  deaths  were  certain,  and  they  had 
better  die  in  the  accomplishment  of  their  purpose. 
They  sallied  out.  They  who  saw  them  guessed 
their  purpose,  but  no  one  gave  the  alarm.  Pizarro 
was  no  longer  beloved.  They  found  the  palace 
gates  open,  and  rushed  in.  A domestic  cried  out 
for  help,  but  they  hastened  on.  Pizarro  had  just 
arisen.  He  heard  the  cry,  commanded  the  doors 
of  the  apartment  to  be  closed,  and  began  to  put  on 
his  armour.  The  assassins  were  at  the  door.  Two 
or  three  of  the  governor’s  friends  attempted  to 
resist  them,  and  several  lives  were  lost.  Pizarro, 
unable  to  fasten  his  cuirass,  enveloped  one  arm  in 
his  cloak,  and,  sword  in  hand,  rushed  forward, 
dealing  his  blows  as  with  the  revived  strength  of 
youth.  But  all  was  in  vain.  His  defenders  were 
stretched  by  his  side.  Herrada,  full  of  desperate 
passion,  exclaimed : 4 Why  are  we  so  long  about 
it  ? Down  with  the  tyrant ! ’ He  sprang  forward, 
stabbed  him  in  the  throat,  and,  the  swords  of  the 
other  conspirators  being  plunged  into  his  body, 
he  reeled  and  fell.  Conscious  that  he  was  dying, 
the  religion  that  he  understood  he  instantly 
remembered.  Had  he  understood  it  better,  very 
different  would  have  been  both  his  life  and  his 
death.  Dipping  his  finger  in  his  own  blood,  he 
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traced  with  it  the  sign  of  the  cross  on  the  floor, 
and,  with  the  word  6 Jesu  ’ on  his  lips,  knelt  down 
to  kiss  it.  By  another  stroke  his  mortal  life  was 
terminated.  The  6 men  of  Chili ’ now  hastened  to 
join  Herrada,  who  soon  was  in  command  of  more 
than  three  hundred  followers.  The  house  of 
Pizarro  and  that  of  his  secretary,  Picado,  a man,, 
for  his  pride,  tyranny,  and  rapacity,  hated  of  all, 
were  given  to  pillage ; but  no  other  disorder  was 
committed.  The  young  Almagro  was  immediately 
proclaimed  governor.  He  permitted  the  inter- 
ment of  the  corpse  of  his  father’s  foe  in  the  cathe- 
dral ; and  there,  in  an  obscure  corner,  with  hurried 
services,  and  in  darkness  scarcely  dispelled  by  the 
light  of  a few  tapers,  was  laid  that  night  the 
mangled  body  of  the  discoverer  and  conqueror  of 
Peru.  His  death  was  an  awful  infraction  of  the 
Divine  command;  but  He  Who  has  said,  ‘Ven- 
geance is  mine ! ’ not  unfrequently  permits  it  to 
come  by  crimes  which  crimes  have  provoked. 
Pizarro  fell  by  a violence  which  his  own  violence 
had  excited.  Thousands  will  read  the  eventful 
story  of  Francisco  Pizarro,  the  discoverer  of  Peru, 
its  conqueror  and  first  European  governor,  who 
may  overlook  the  solemn  instruction  which  it 
conveys.  Often  are  the  ways  of  Providence 
mysterious ; but  there  are  occasions  in  which, 
without  deciding  rashly,  we  may  say:  c The  Lord 
is  known  by  the  judgment  which  He  execute  th.’ 
But  our  narrative  must  not  yet  conclude.  We 
must  proceed  till  we  see  still- existing  factions  put 
down,  and  Spanish  rule  finally  established  over 
Peru. 


CHAPTER  XI. 


DIEGO  ALMAGRO  PROCLAIMED  GOVERNOR — ARRIVAL  OP 
THE  COMMISSIONER  CASTRO — VARIOUS  FACTIONS — 
CASTRO  ADVANCES  ON  CUZCO — DEFEATS  ALMAGRO 
— HIS  EXECUTION — CASTRO’S  PLANS. 

THE  successful  conspirators,  having  secured 
possession  of  the  capital,  sought  next  to 
procure  the  universal  recognition  of  Diego  Alma- 
gro  as  governor  of  Peru.  In  some  places  their 
proclamations  were  obeyed ; but  the  obedience 
was  by  no  means  general.  They  did  not  see  the 
false  step  of  which  they  were  guilty.  They  might 
have  pleaded  the  injuries  which  they  had  received 
from  Pizarro,  had  they  from  the  first  declared 
their  intention  of  submitting  to  the  authority  of 
Spain ; as  it  was,  they  had  not  only  to  look  for 
^opposition  from  the  friends  of  the  late  governor, 
but  for  that  of  the  imperial  commissioner,  who 
might  be  expected  shortly  to  arrive,  invested  with 
the  full  power  of  the  Spanish  crown.  ‘ If  thine 
eye  be  single,  thy  whole  body  shall  be  full  of  light/ 
is  a maxim  of  the  most  profound  wisdom,  as  well 
as  a declaration  of  changeless  truth.  The  prin- 
ciples in  which  wrong-doing  originates,  by  a happy 
■ordination,  obscure  the  judgment  of  the  actors, 
and  greatly  enfeeble  their  energies.  Yice  carries 
along  with  itself  the  causes  of  its  own  discomfiture ; 
thus  preventing  the  establishment  of  a resistless 
tyranny,  from  which  there  should  be  no  possibility 
of  escape.  Between  physical  and  moral  nature, 
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there  is  a most  instructive  analogy,  which  the 
young  especially  should  contemplate  with  admira- 
tion. Stability  and  permanence  are  in  both  the 
result  of  obedience  to  the  laws  by  which  the  all- 
wise and  omnipotent  Creator  governs  each.  It  is 
only  under  the  dominion  of  virtue  that  human  im- 
provement and  happiness  can  be  secured ; and  it 
is  only  with  virtue  that  the  principles  are  connected 
which  tend  to  universal  sway.  It  is  melancholy 
that  they  who  are  so  loud  in  their  praises  of  the 
natural  government  of  God  should  close  their 
eyes  to  the  evidences  of  wisdom  and  benevolence 
which  His  moral  kingdom — His  kingdom  of  holi- 
ness and  grace  in  Christ — furnishes  to  their  faith 
and  admiration. 

At  Cuzco,  Alvarez  de  Holguin,  one  of  Pizarro’s 
captains,  prevented  the  standard  of  Almagro  from 
being  hoisted ; and  in  the  north,  Alonzo  de 
Alvarado,  with  a force  of  two  hundred  disciplined 
troops,  maintained  the  Spanish  supremacy,  and 
sent  to  hasten  the  movements  of  Vaca  de  Castro. 
The  commissioner,  informed  of  what  had  taken 
place,  asserted  the  authority  which  was  vested  in 
him  by  the  royal  decree  in  case  of  the  death  of 
Pizarro.  The  contingency  had  occurred,  and  the 
instrument  was  in  full  force.  Arriving  at  Quito, 
the  different  captains  there  submitted  to  him ; and, 
calculating  on  the  strength  of  Spanish  loyalty,  he 
sent  discreet  emissaries  to  all  the  settlements  in 
the  country,  issued  the  requisite  proclamations, 
and  leisurely  proceeded  southward,  evidently  re- 
lying on  the  power  of  civil  authority. 

Herrada,  who  directed  the  affairs  of  Almagro  at 
Lima,  was  diligently  using  all  means  to  strengthen 
his  position.  All  the  funds  which  had  been 
in  the  possession  of  Pizarro  were  seized.  His 
secretary,  Picado,  was  tortured,  to  compel  a reve- 
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lation  of  the  place  where  his  master’s  treasures 
were  concealed ; and  as  he  either  would  not  or 
could  not  tell,  he  was  put  to  death.  Father  Yal- 
verde,  who  had  witnessed  the  judicial  murder  of 
Atahuallpa  with  such  fanatical  complacency,  and 
who  remained  faithful  to  the  interests  of  Pizarro, 
shielded  by  his  ecclesiastical  character,  was  allowed 
to  leave  the  kingdom.  He  arrived  at  Tumbez,  on 
his  way  homeward,  in  November,  1541 ; but  soon 
after  this  he  fell  into  the  hands  of  one  of  those 
bodies  of  Indians  who  had  risen  up  in  arms  in 
this  interval  of  anarchy,  and,  together  with  his 
companions,  this  man  of  violence  and  blood  was 
massacred. 

Hearing  that  Holguin  had  marched  from 
Cuzco  with  the  intention  of  joining  Alvarado  in 
the  north,  that  their  united  forces  might  be  placed 
under  the  orders  of  Castro,  Herrada  resolved  on 
meeting  him.  Holguin  defeated,  Alvarado  would 
no  longer  be  formidable ; and  the  soldiers,  en- 
couraged by  victory,  might  then  be  induced  openly 
to  oppose  Castro.  This  feasible  plan  was  pre- 
vented by  the  death  of  Herrada.  Toil  and  anxiety 
were  more  than  his  age  could  sustain,  and  he  died 
of  fever  soon  after  leaving  Lima.  This  was  the 
first  of  the  series  of  disasters  which  only  ended  with 
the  ruin  of  Almagro.  Too  inexperienced  himself 
to  direct  proceedings  so  complicated  and  difficult, 
he  had  to  depend  on  his  officers.  Next  to  Herrada 
were  Christoval  de  Sotelo  and  Garcia  de  Alvarado  ; 
but  neither  of  these  would  yield  to  the  other,  and 
their  mutual  jealousy  produced  dissensions  that 
were  fatal  to  the  cause  in  which  their  interests, 
their  very  lives,  were  involved.  Strange,  that 
men  will  choose  rather  to  destroy  themselves  than 
abate  any  of  the  pretensions  of  their  pride  ! When 
Almagro  arrived  at  Cuzco,  so  violent  had  the  feud 
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become  between  tbe  rival  captains,  that  Alvarado 
treacherously  assassinated  Sotelo.  Almagro  felt 
bis  dependence  too  much  on  tbe  delinquent  to 
punisb  him  as  be  deserved ; but  Alvarado,  aware 
that  he  bad  lost  bis  commander’s  confidence, 
plotted  to  betray  him;  and  Almagro,  in  self-defence, 
with  a party  of  armed  men,  broke  into  bis  dwelling 
slew  him  on  tbe  spot ; and  thus  died  by  violence 
another  of  these  men  of  blood. 

Almagro,  cast  now  upon  bis  own  resources, 
appeared  to  have  experienced  a total  change  of 
character.  He  showed  that  be  knew  bis  position, 
felt  its  difficulties,  and  had  sufficient  forecast  and 
energy  to  endeavour  to  overcome  them.  He  pro- 
vided for  tbe  wants  of  bis  men,  strengthened  their 
force  by  sufficient  supplies  of  arms,  and  by  bis 
courteous  address  and  warm-hearted  speeches 
enlisted  their  enthusiasm  in  his  favour.  He  tried 
also  the  effect  of  negotiation.  To  Castro  he  pro- 
posed to  content  himself  with  the  government 
granted  to  his  father,  defended  his  previous  con- 
duct by  the  recital  of  his  father’s  wrongs,  and 
professed  his  willingness  to  submit  all  remaining 
differences  to  the  arbitration  of  the  Spanish  court. 
But  Castro  had  decided  on  his  course.  Governor 
of  the  whole  country  by  the  emperor’s  commis- 
sion, he  would  not  be  less  so  in  fact.  To  these 
proposals  no  answer  was  therefore  returned,  and 
Almagro  now  saw  that  success  was  only  to  be  won 
by  the  sword. 

Castro  in  the  meantime  had  advanced  to  Lima ; 
but  hearing  that  Almagro  had  left  Cuzco,  and 
was  marching  towards  the  coast,  he  resolved  to 
meet  him.  On  his  way,  he  received  a message 
from  Gonzalo  Pizarro,  offering  to  place  himself 
under  his  orders  ; but  him,  also,  he  had  resolved 
to  overcome : the  offer,  therefore,  was  courteously 
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but  completely  declined,  and  Gronzalo  was  advised 
to  attend  to  the  affairs  of  bis  own  government,, 
and  repose  himself  and  his  troops  after  their  late 
expedition.  A final  offer  was  then  despatched  to 
Almagro,  but  such  a one  as  would  be  sure  to  be 
rejected.  All  who  had  been  implicated  in  the 
death  of  Pizarro  were  to  be  delivered  up,  and  his 
forces  disbanded.  On  these  conditions  his  trea- 
sonable practices  were  to  be  pardoned.  Almagro 
knew  that  this  would  be  to  surrender  himself  to 
those  from  whom  no  mercy  was  to  be  expected, 
as  well  as  to  betray  those  who  had  hazarded  their 
all  for  his  sake.  He  rejected  the  overtures  ; and 
when  he  addressed  his  troops  to  inform  them  what 
he  had  done,  with  enthusiastic  acclamations  they 
declared  their  resolution  to  live  and  die  with  him. 
The  officers  advised  that  the  men  should  be  led 
without  delay  to  meet  the  enemy.  Castro,  on  his 
part,  had  taken  a favourable  position,  and  awaited 
their  approach.  The  numbers  were  nearly  equal. 
Each  commander  might  have  about  seven  hundred 
men. 

We  who  live  in  later  times,  and  have  been 
accustomed  to  hear  of  the  movements  of  much 
larger  masses,  may  find  it  difficult  to  conceive 
of  the  fierceness  of  battle- conflict  between  armies 
which  to  us  appear  so  diminutive.  But  modern 
tactics  involve  the  skilful  combination  of  indi- 
viduals in  masses,  and  then  the  skilful  direction 
of  the  masses  thus  combined.  In  the  times  of 
which  we  are  writing,  almost  everything  depended 
on  individual  prowess.  Now,  the  individual  acts 
but  as  part  of  a whole,  and  in  conjunction  with 
the  whole ; then,  combination  and  union  were  of 
the  most  general  character,  and  the  victory  of  the 
whole  was  but  the  issue  of  the  active  and  success- 
ful courage  of  each. 
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The  decisive  battle  was  fought  on  the  16th  of 
September,  1542.  On  the  side  of  Castro,  the 
soldiers  fought  with  the  enthusiasm  of  old  Spanish 
loyalty;  with  the  troops  of  Almagro  was  the 
courage  of  men  who  had  nothing  to  hope  but  from 
victory,  and  everything  to  fear  from  defeat.  Be- 
tween such  antagonists  the  mortal  conflict  could 
not  be  otherwise  than  intensely  fierce.  Almagro 
suspected  treachery  in  his  chief  officer  of  artillery ; 
for  the  cannon,  long  after  the  engagement  had 
begun,  sent  all  their  deadly  missiles  over  the 
heads  of  the  foe.  The  young  captain  observed  it, 
slew  the  traitor  on  the  spot,  and  ordered  a new 
direction  to  be  given  to  the  guns.  This  produced 
an  effect  which  seemed  to  justify  the  suspicion  of 
Almagro.  Some  of  Castro’s  companies  who  had 
hitherto  been  untouched,  were  mowed  down  in  a 
way  which,  had  it  taken  place  earlier,  might  have 
given  the  contest  a different  termination.  But 
it  was  too  late.  After  some  hours  of  fighting,  the 
troops  of  Almagro  began  to  give  way,  and,  ere 
long,  the  defeat  was  total.  Great  numbers  were 
slain  on  either  side,  and  half  the  survivors  of 
Almagro’s  party  were  made  prisoners. 

The  next  day,  a large  number  of  these  captives 
were  tried  for  treason.  Forty  were  condemned  and 
executed  on  the  spot.  Thirty  were  sentenced  to 
banishment.  Almagro  had  fled  to  Cuzco ; but  the 
magistrates  there,  although  appointed  by  himself, 
arrested  him,  and  delivered  him  up  to  Castro  when 
he  entered  the  city,  which  he  did  shortly  after  the 
battle.  The  unhappy  son  of  an  unhappy  sire  was 
then  tried  for  his  treasons.  These  could  not  have 
been  denied ; but  judges  who  knew  what  mercy 
was  could  have  found  extenuating  circumstances 
without  difficulty.  He  was  condemned  to  die,  and 
was  beheaded  in  the  same  square  in  which  the 
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body  of  bis  strangled  father  bad  been  exposed  a 
few  years  previously. 

While  Castro  was  thus  putting  down  the 
rebellion  of  Almagro,  Gonzalo  Pizarro  had  arrived 
at  Lima.  He  expressed  his  dissatisfaction  at  the 
present  state  of  affairs,  and  said  that  he  ought  to 
have  succeeded  his  brother  in  the  government. 
Castro  was  aware  of  his  ambition,  but,  dissembling 
his  knowledge,  sent  for  him  to  Cuzco,  received  him 
kindly,  and  contented  himself  with  advising  him  to 
seek  repose  by  retiring  to  his  estates  in  Charcas, 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  rich  silver  mines  of 
Potosi,  the  more  steady  working  of  which  his 
presence  would  promote. 

Castro  then  endeavoured  to  promote  this 
interval  of  quiet  by  investigating  the  condition  of 
the  country,  and  devising  plans  for  its  improve- 
ment. His  whole  conduct  displayed  much  wisdom, 
and,  for  the  time,  consideration  for  the  natives. 
The  colonists  evinced  the  value  they  set  on  his 
services,  by  petitioning  for  his  continuance  in  the 
government.  And  the  condition  of  the  country 
began  to  demand  attention.  The  natives  were 
melting  away  under  the  oppressions  of  their  task- 
masters. For  the  most  part,  the  colonists  were 
bold  adventurers,  who,  with  the  form  of  religion, 
possessed  little  of  either  morals  or  humanity. 
Gold  was  their  passion.  Except  in  war,  they  were 
indolent  and  sensual,  insomuch  that  the  crescent 
would  have  been  a fitter  banner  for  many  of  them 
than  the  cross ; and  they  were  always  haughty, 
overbearing,  and  tyrannical.  Sanguinary  when 
aroused  by  opposition,  they  did  not  become  merciful 
by  success ; but  sinking  into  the  softness  and 
luxury  of  a wealth  to  which  scarcely  any  had  been 
accustomed,  cruelty  remained  as  their  constant 
characteristic.  Hot-blooded  in  war,  they  were  hot- 
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blooded  in  sensuality  when  war  was  over;  and 
neither  in  war  nor  in  peace  did  they  know  mercy. 
They  were  about  to  receive  a check ; but  before 
that  could  be  effectually  applied,  other  troubles 
and  disasters  had  to  be  experienced  in  Peru,  and 
the  last  of  the  Pizarros  remaining  in  the  country 
to  die  by  the  hand  of  justice. , 


CHAPTER  XII. 


LAS  CASAS — THE  WEONGS  OF  THE  INDIANS — TELA 
APPOINTED  YICEEOT — GONZALO  PIZAEEO  EESISTS — 
YELA  IMPEISONED — HIS  ESCAPE-BATTLE  WITH 
GONZALO  AND  DEATH  OF  YELA — GASCA  SENT 
FEOM  SPAIN — EAISES  AN  AEMY — BATTLE  OF  XA- 
QUIXAGUANA — GONZALO  PIZAEEO  EXECUTED. 

AMONG-  the  ecclesiastics  who  accompanied  the 
Spaniards  on  their  voyages  of  discovery  and 
conquest,  and  who  manifested  a truly  Christian 
concern  for  the  welfare  and  rights  of  the  Indians, 
one  demands  especial  notice,  as  pre-eminent  in  hi& 
labours  in  the  cause  of  humanity.  Bartholomew 
de  las  Casas  was  born  of  a noble  family  at  Seville, 
in  1474.  He  accompanied  Columbus  in  his  second 
voyage,  and  on  returning  to  Spain  entered  into 
holy  orders.  He  again  went  to  the  newly-dis- 
covered regions,  and  was  indefatigable  in  his 
labours  to  promote  the  spiritual  and  temporal 
comfort  of  the  Indians.  When  he  saw  the  oppres- 
sion by  which  they  were  crushed  and  destroyed, 
he  became  their  zealous  and  untiring  advocate. 
He  stands  out  in  distinct  and  bold  relief  from  too 
many  of  his  fellows,  a bright  example  of  the  true 
character  and  strength  of  Christian  principle.  To 
the  great  work  of  the  melioration  of  the  situation 
of  the  wretched  and  perishing  natives  of  America 
he  devoted  his  life;  persevering,  like  our  own 
Wilberforce  in  his  African  labours,  even  to  old  age. 
With  him  Christianity  was  not  a mere  form.  Amid 
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all  the  disadvantages  of  the  doctrines  and  ritual 
of  Eomanism,  he  rose,  so  far  as  such  incumbrances 
permitted  him  to  rise, — and  too  many  are  kept  by 
them  in  the  most  dangerous  errors, — so  as  to  enter 
the  region  of  inward  spiritual  power;  and  rich 
were  the  developed  results.  He  became  bishop  of 
a Mexican  diocese ; and  having  laboured  in  the 
work  for  which  alone  he  appeared  to  live  till  1551, 
when  he  was  about  seventy-seven  years  old,  he 
returned  to  Spain,  -where  he  died,  full  of  years 
and  the  highest,  that  is,  the  truest,  honours,  in 
1566.  When  the  fanatic  Yalverde  is  remembered, 
the  pious  and  humane  Las  Casas  should  not  be 
forgotten. 

Las  Casas  had  for  some  time  been  employed  in 
drawing  up  a memoir,  detailing  the  wrongs  of  the 
Indians,  and  stating  the  plans  for  their  benefit 
which  his  experience  had  suggested.  In  1542, 
being  in  Spain,  he  placed  it  in  the  hands  of  the 
emperor.  Intelligence  of  Peruvian  grievances  had 
frequently  been  received,  and  the  court  felt  that 
the  present  state  of  that  country  not  only  implied 
moral  wrong,  but  threatened  political  disaster.  A 
council  of  jurists  and  theologians  was  formed  to 
devise  a system  of  laws  for  the  American  colonies, 
and  Las  Casas,  appearing  before  it,  delivered  an 
elaborate  appeal.  It  was  successful.  For  Peru, 
especially,  important  rules  were  laid  down ; and 
that  these  might  be  fully  carried  into  effect,  it  was 
resolved  to  appoint  a more  efficient  government. 
The  sovereign  was  to  be  represented  by  a viceroy, 
armed  with  extensive  powers,  and  required  to  dis- 
play a suitable  state.  Four  judges  were  to  accom- 
pany him,  constituting  both  a court  of  civil  and 
criminal  justice,  and  a council  of  government  for 
the  viceroy.  The  court  of  the  viceroy,  and  the 
tribunal  of  justice,  were  to  be  established  at  Lima, 
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henceforth  constituted  the  capital  of  the  country. 
These  ordinances  became  known  some  time  before 
they  were  clothed  with  the  full  authority  of  law 
by  the  consent  of  the  emperor,  which  was  given 
to  them  in  November,  1543. 

As  soon  as  the  friends  of  the  colonists  learned 
the  nature  of  the  new  plans,  which  completely 
broke  the  staff  of  the  oppressor,  and  provided  for 
the  Indians  that  measure  of  freedom  which  was 
recognised  as  belonging  to  them,  as  the  subjects  of 
the  Spanish  crown,  they  communicated  the  intelli- 
gence. It  was  received  with  astonishment  and 
terror.  The  colonists  had  regarded  themselves  as 
being  beyond  the  strict  control  of  the  home  au- 
thority, and  thought  only  of  submitting  to  rulers 
who,  as  belonging  to  their  own  number,  were  not 
likely  to  be  too  severe  in  their  plans  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  natives.  They  now  learned  that 
they  were  to  have,  not  merely  a nominal,  but  a 
real  master ; that  Spanish  authority  was  no  longer 
to  be  remote,  and  therefore  disregarded,  but  to  be 
transplanted  to  Peru,  and  exercised  on  the  spot. 
The  whole  community  of  the  colonists  was  in  a 
ferment.  Many  trembled  for  their  possessions; 
some  dreaded  inquiry  into  their  conduct;  all  feared 
for  their  power.  Castro  was  entreated  to  send 
their  remonstrances  to  Europe.  He  endeavoured 
to  prevent  discontent  from  swelling  into  revolt, 
and  counselled  them  to  await  the  coming  of  the 
viceroy.  He  knew  that  all  eyes  were  turned  to 
Gonzalo ; he  wrote  to  him,  therefore,  earnestly 
begging  him  not  to  be  seduced  from  his  allegiance. 

Perhaps,  had  the  vice-regal  dignity  been  con- 
ferred on  Castro,  the  disasters  that  ensued  might 
not  have  occurred ; but  it  was  thought  advisable 
that  the  new  laws  should  be  carried  into  effect  by 
one  who  had  been  concerned  in  none  of  the  pre- 
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ceding  transactions.  Blasco  Nunez  V ela,  a cavalier 
of  ancient  family,  good  address,  reputed  brave  and 
devout,  and  now  somewhat  advanced  in  years,  was 
invested  with  the  office.  He  appears,  however,  to 
have  been  deficient  in  judgment  and  temper : in 
the  existing  state  of  the  country,  the  very  qualifi- 
cations which  were  chiefly  required.  He  arrived 
at  Tumbez,  March  4th,  1544.  He  was  forthwith 
publicly  proclaimed  ; and,  by  the  state  he  assumed, 
such  as  had  never  been  witnessed  before  in  Peru, 
visibly  manifested  his  authority ; and  the  overawed 
inhabitants  felt  that  they  were  now,  practically, 
under  the  immediate  authority  of  the  Spanish 
crown.  In  his  conversations,  which  were  eagerly 
heard  and  widely  reported,  he  expressed  his  inten- 
tion fully  to  carry  out  the  new  regulations.  All 
of  them  were  necessary ; but  they  were  so  com- 
pletely opposed  to  the  existing  state  of  things,  as 
to  call  for  a wise  and  cautious  administration. 

But  Yela  only  spoke  of  the  law;  and,  as  few 
among  the  colonists  were  guiltless  of  the  evils 
against  which  the  remedy  had  been  provided,  they 
were  all  filled  with  dismay;  so  that  the  inquiry 
soon  arose  whether  they  had  no  means  of  protection. 
It  was  to  Gonzalo  Pizarro  that  they  looked,  and 
from  all  quarters  he  received  letters  soliciting  him 
to  become  their  protector.  And  he  was  in  that 
state  of  mind  to  which  such  solicitations  were  cor- 
respondent. The  ordinances  bore  not  less  hardly 
upon  him  than  upon  others ; and  he  felt  aggrieved 
by  the  evidently  designed  exclusion  of  his  family 
from  the  high  honours  to  which  they  were,  he 
thought,  entitled,  and  which  should  have  come  to 
him  as  their  representative.  Hernando  was  in 
prison,  and  himself  was  to  lose  the  powers  and 
privileges  of  an  independent  governor.  He  thought 
not  of  his  low  origin,  of  his  immense  wealth,  of 
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the  high  dignity  that  might  still  remain  to  him ; he 
thought  not  of  his  conduct  to  Almagro,  to  Atahu- 
allpa,  to  thousands  of  Indians : he  only  thought 
of  what  he  regarded  as  wrongs  done  to  himself. 
Might  not  a bold  step  secure  all  that  he  feared 
to  lose  ? 

With  a few  cavaliers,  and  a large  quantity  of 
Potosi  silver,  Gonzalo  repaired  to  Cuzco,  and  was 
welcomed  with  the  title  of  ‘ Procurator  General 
of  Peru.’  He  easily  obtained  permission  from  the 
Cuzcan  municipality  to  raise  an  armed  force,  which 
he  was  to  command  as  4 Captain  General/  He  said 
that  he  only  wanted  peace ; but  that  peace  could 
only  be  expected  when  they  were  prepared  to  en- 
force their  demands  by  adequate  strength.  The 
inca  Manco,  also,  was  still  alive,  at  the  head  of  an 
army  in  the  mountains,  ready  to  fall  on  them  when- 
ever their  weakness  should  invite  attack.  This 
source  of  apprehension,  however,  did  not  long  exist. 
A few  Spaniards  of  Almagro ’s  party  had  taken 
refuge  in  his  camp,  and,  a quarrel  having  arisen, 
he  was  slain  by  them.  The  Peruvians  put  them 
to  death  instantly.  The  particulars  of  this  event 
have  not  been  recorded.  Thus  obscurely  perished 
the  last  of  the  incas. 

Y ela  had  arrived  at  Lima.  He  saw  how  coldly 
he  was  received ; but  he  was  inflexible  in  his  reso- 
lution. He  forgot  that  he  was  not  in  Spain.  When 
he  heard  of  the  martial  musters  of  Gonzalo,  he 
sent  him  orders  to  disband  his  troops,  fancying  that 
the  mere  messages  of  law  would  subdue  the  chafed 
spirit  of  the  ambitious  and  vengeful  adventurer, 
and  bring  him  into  his  presence  as  a suppliant. 
Several  officers,  seeing  the  temper  of  the  country, 
left  him,  with  their  men,  to  join  Gonzalo,  who,  be- 
fore he  had  left  Cuzco  long,  saw  the  number  of  his 
troops  doubled.  The  viceroy  tried  unsuccessfully 
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to  negotiate ; and  then  prepared  for  the  approach- 
ing contest.  He  became  suspicions  and  morose, 
and  strengthened  the  cause  of  the  insurgents  by 
imprisoning  several  of  his  own  officers  on  light 
pretexts.  About  this  time,  the  ‘ audience/  as  the* 
four  judges  were  termed,  arrived  at  Lima.  They 
soon  expressed  their  disapprobation  of  his  conduct, 
and  even  released  the  imprisoned  cavaliers.  Such 
dissensions  augured  little  success  for  authority  and 
law.  An  action,  as  criminal  as  it  was  intemperate, 
soon  after  completed  his  overthrow.  A cavalier 
named  Suarez  de  Carbajal  incurred  his  displeasure; 
and,  summoning  him  to  his  presence  in  the  dead, 
of  night,  he  accused  him  of  treason.  He  stoutly 
denied  the  charge,  and  high  words  arose.  In  a fit 
of  passion,  Yela  drew  his  dagger,  and  stabbed  him. 
The  attendants,  with  their  swords,  finished  the 
murderous  act. 

The  viceroy  at  once  saw  the  mischief  he  had 
done  to  himself,  and  ordered  the  body  to  be  secretly 
interred ; but  the  visit  was  known,  prolonged  ab- 
sence awakened  suspicion,  and  in  a short  time  the 
grave  was  discovered,  the  body  taken  from  it,  and 
publicly  exhibited.  The  murderer  became  an  object 
of  such  abhorrence  to  all,  that  he  could  no  longer 
rely  on  either  troops  or  people.  He  proposed  to 
withdraw  to  Truxillo.  But  the  judges  now  brought 
law  against  him.  They  said  their  warrant  only 
allowed  them  to  hold  their  sittings  in  Lima.  Yela 
threatened  them  with  force,  and  they  appealed  for 
protection  to  the  citizens.  A body  of  troops  was 
formed  for  this  purpose,  and  they  at  once  decreed 
the  arrest  of  the  viceroy.  He,  in  his  turn,  mustered 
his  forces,  and  civil  war  appeared  imminent ; but 
the  citizens  were  with  the  judges,  the  palace  was 
seized,  Yela  surrendered,  and  was  ordered  into  close 
confinement.  They  next  deposed  him  from  his- 
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office,  formed  a provisional  government,  and  decided 
to  send  liim  back  to  Spain,  with  one  of  tbeir  num- 
ber to  lay  tbe  case  before  tbe  emperor. 

Gonzalo  Pizarro  bad  now  arrived  near  tbe  city. 
Tbe  judges  hoped  be  would  submit  to  tbem,  under 
tbe  promise  of  amnesty ; but  be  bad  gone  too  far. 
He  required  submission  from  them  ; and  tbey  bad 
no  alternative  but  to  render  it.  Tbey  invited  bim 
to  enter  tbe  city,  and  invested  bim  witb  tbe  supreme 
government.  On  tbe  28tb  of  October,  1544,  be 
entered  Lima  in  triumph,  splendidly  attired,  and 
for  several  days  the  city  was  filled  witb  at  least 
tbe  appearance  of  rejoicing.  He  was  soon  recalled 
to  active  measures.  Tbe  judge  who  bad  been  sent 
witb  Yela,  soon  after  sailing,  told  him  to  consider 
himself  no  longer  a prisoner.  He  landed,  therefore, 
at  Tumbez,  erected  the  royal  standard,  and  called 
on  all  Spaniards  to  support  tbe  authority  of  tbe 
crown.  Proceeding  to  Quito,  be  obtained  promises 
of  help  from  tbe  north,  and,  having  mustered  a 
force  of  about  five  hundred  men,  be  marched  to- 
wards San  Miguel.  Gonzalo  left  Lima  for  Truxillo, 
March  4th,  1545,  and  then,  at  tbe  bead  of  six  or 
seven  hundred  men,  set  out  to  seek  bis  rival.  Each 
party  was  uncertain  of  tbe  situation  of  tbe  other, 
and  sustained  great  hardships  in  marching  and 
counter-marching  among  tbe  mountain  wilder- 
nesses. Yela  at  length  became  distrustful  of  bis 
own  men,  and  retreated  at  first  to  Quito,  and  then 
onward  towards  Popayan,  in  tbe  territory  of  Ben- 
alcazar.  Gonzalo  followed  bim  till  be  came  to  this 
territory  himself ; and  then,  fearing  an  attack  from 
tbe  united  forces  of  both  viceroy  and  governor, 
be  fell  back  upon  Quito.  Months  were  thus  con- 
sumed; at  length  Yela  and  Benalcazar  marched 
for  Quito,  where  Gonzalo  bad  long  been  refreshing 
bis  troops.  Those  of  tbe  viceroy  were  not  only 
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fewer,  blit,  as  usual,  worn  out  by  tbe  toil  of  tbeir 
route.  On  tbe  18th  of  January,  1546,  tbe  contest 
between  tbe  parties  was  decided.  The  battle  was 
fought  furiously;  but  tbe  advantage  was  on  tbe 
side  of  Gronzalo.  Alvarez,  tbe  judge,  received  a 
mortal  wound.  Yela  was  struck  down ; and  as  be 
lay  wounded,  be  was  recognised  by  an  officer  of 
Pizarro,  brother  of  Carbajal,  whom  be  bad  stabbed 
at  Lima.  A black  slave  was  with  him,  and  by  bis 
master’s  order  be  beheaded  the  wounded  viceroy 
on  tbe  spot.  His  troops  now  fled  in  all  directions, 
and  Gronzalo  was  tbe  victor. 

He  remained  some  time  at  Quito,  both  for  repose 
and  business,  sending  thence  bis  orders  through 
tbe  country.  Everywhere  tbe  Spaniards  now  sub- 
mitted to  him,  bailing  him  as  tbeir  deliverer  from 
tbe  tyranny  of  ordinances  whose  object  was  to 
repress  tbeir  rapacity,  and  confer  tbe  benefits  of 
citizenship  on  tbe  wretched  natives.  In  July,  1546, 
be  left  Quito  for  Lima.  His  march  was  a tri- 
umphal procession  throughout.  He  entered  Lima 
in  regal  state,  bailed  as  4 Liberator  and  Protector 
of  tbe  People.’  Pew  of  these  exulting  Spaniards 
thought  of  either  freedom  or  protection  for  tbe 
Indians.  But,  for  a time,  Gonzalo  Pizarro  was  lord 
of  Peru.  He  kept  state  as  such.  Carbajal  told 
him  that  bis  only  safety  now  consisted  in  asserting 
independent  sovereignty.  He  bad  gone  too  far  to 
be  forgiven.  But  while  attending  to  tbe  affairs 
of  bis  new  empire,  be  prepared  a mission  to  Spain, 
to  explain  and  justify  bis  proceedings,  and  solicit 
amnesty  and  confirmation. 

But  tbe  intelligence  of  tbe  deposition  of  tbe 
viceroy  bad  reached  Spain.  Tbe  government  were 
amazed,  and  at  first  knew  not  bow  to  proceed. 
Troops  could  not  be  sent  so  easily  as  even  to 
Mexico.  There  were  tbe  mountains  of  tbe  istb- 
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urns,  and  the  vessels  at  Panama  were  too  few  to 
cope  with  those  under  Gonzalo.  They  resolved  to 
temporise,  and,  by  thus  gaining  time,  to  recover 
power.  An  ecclesiastic  of  high  talent  and  cha- 
racter, Pedro  de  la  Gasca,  was  selected;  but  to 
him  unlimited  authority  was  given.  This  time  a 
right  choice  w~as  made.  Gasca  was  firm,  but  tem- 
perate; utterly  unselfish,  the  good  of  his  country 
was  the  object  from  which  he  never  swerved.  He 
was  wise,  foreseeing,  and,  from  both  character  and 
manners,  capable  of  exerting  a powerful  influence. 
He  was  authorised  to  grant  a universal  amnesty, 
if  he  saw  fit,  and  to  send  home  the  viceroy  to 
answer  for  his  conduct.  When  he  arrived,  July, 
1546,  at  the  north-eastern  port  of  the  Isthmus,  he 
heard  of  the  death  of  Vela,  and  the  established 
sovereignty  of  Gonzalo.  He  felt  that  his  difficulties 
were  increased ; but  in  honesty  of  purpose  he  set 
about  discharging  his  duty.  He  crossed  over  to 
Panama,  where  was  the  fleet  of  Gonzalo.  Gasca 
avoided  haste,  and  wrote  to  Pizarro,  saying  that 
he  was  empowered  to  redress  all  grievances  and 
forgive  all  offences,  as  well  as  to  repeal  the  ob- 
noxious ordinances ; he  besought  him  to  accept 
the  offer,  and  not  put  himself  in  opposition  to 
Spain.  He  likewise  sent  proclamations  to  be 
circulated  in  all  parts  of  the  empire.  He  calmly 
awaited  the  issue. 

Gonzalo,  in  due  time,  sent  his  reply.  He  sent 
an  officer,  named  Aldana,  who  was  to  keep  Gasca 
from  Peru  ; and  then  to  proceed  to  Spain  to  obtain 
imperial  sanction.  Gonzalo  knew  not  his  man. 
Ambition  and  craft  were  now  directed  against 
wisdom  and  honesty,  and  might  was  no  longer 
victorious  over  right.  Gasca  received  the  letter ; 
but  he  soon  explained  the  state  of  things,  so  that 
Aldana  was  convinced,  and  heartily  joined  the 
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royal  party.  The  commander  of  the  fleet,  who  had 
been  some  time  wavering  through  his  conversa- 
tions with  the  honest  priest,  followed  his  example, 
and  put  himself  under  Gasca’s  orders.  Gasca 
renewed  the  commissions  of  all  the  captains,  and 
won  them  all  to  his  service.  Decisive  measures 
were  now  necessary.  Gonzalo  had  practically  re- 
jected Gasca’s  offers.  The  president — for  so  the 
royal  commission  named  him — levied  forces,  and 
prepared  for  his  final  movements.  Gonzalo  was 
alarmed;  for  the  news  of  the  nature  of  Gasca’s 
mission  had  been  widely  circulated,  and  he  already 
perceived  symptoms  of  wavering  in  some  of  his 
officers.  Carbajal  earnestly  exhorted  him  to  yield ; 
but  Cepeda,  the  judge  who  had  headed  the  oppo- 
sition of  Vela’s  associates,  felt  that  there  could  be 
no  pardon  for  him.  He  told  Pizarro  that  the 
offers  were  insincere,  and  urged  their  rejection. 
His  advice  was  taken. 

Meantime,  Gasca  sent  part  of  the  fleet  to  Peru 
in  February,  1547 ; himself  tarried  a few  months 
longer.  He  landed  at  Tumbez  in  June.  Gonzalo 
had  retired  to  the  south.  He  was  followed  by  part 
of  the  royal  army ; and  on  the  26th  of  October 
the  battle  of  Huarina,  a small  town  on  the  south- 
•eastern  extremity  of  Lake  Titicaca,  was  fought. 
Gonzalo  had  the  most  men,  and  once  more  was 
successful.  His  soldiers  fought  with  the  courage 
of  despair,  and  won  him  the  victory.  He  then 
marched  to  Cuzco,  where  he  resolved  to  wait  the 
movements  of  his  adversary.  Gasca  heard  of  the 
defeat  of  his  officer  with  sorrow,  but  was  steady 
to  his  purposes.  He  sent  all  around  for  troops, 
and  removed  the  cannon  from  the  fleet  for  the 
army.  By  pausing  a while,  he  raised  an  army 
better  equipped  and  far  more  numerous  than  that 
of  Gonzalo ; and  when  he  believed  the  time  was 
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come,  lie  directed  his  officers  to  lead  their  men 
(nearly  two  thousand)  to  Cuzco.  Hearing  of 
Gasca’s  approach,  Gonzalo  took  a strong  position 
a few  leagues  from  the  city.  A dismaying  proof 
of  unfaithfulness  now  occurred  to  him.  Cepeda, 
who  had  induced  him  to  reject  Gasca’s  offer  when 
it  might  have  been  accepted,  fled  to  the  president 
when  his  troops  drew  near,  and  others  followed 
his  example.  Distrust  and  terror  conquered  before 
the  battle  could  begin ; and  the  leaders,  deserted 
by  their  men,  attempted  to  flee.  Carbajal  and 
Pizarro  were  soon  captured.  The  rule  of  Spain 
was  restored  in  Peru.  The  rout — it  was  no  battle 
— of  Xaquixaguana  took  place  on  the  9th  of  April, 
1548.  Such  a victory  was  befitting  the  pacific 
character  of  the  man  who  was  virtually  the  royal 
commander.  To  the  two  principal  leaders,  taken 
in  arms,  mercy  could  not  be  shown.  They  were 
tried  the  day  after  the  battle,  and  executed  the 
day  following.  The  body  of  Gonzalo  was  taken 
to  Cuzco,  and  laid  with  the  two  Almagros  in  the 
same  grave. 

Thus  ends  the  history  of  Francisco  Pizarro 
and  his  brothers.  Of  Peru  itself  it  can  only  now 
be  said,  that  Gasca  introduced  wise  and  beneficial 
reforms,  and  that  his  name  stands  among  those  of 
the  true  benefactors  of  the  country. 
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Fine  Edition,  three  Vols.,  crown  8vo.  Price  ros.  6d. 

Library  Edition,  three  Vols.,  demy  8vo.  Price  18s. 

Wesley  (J.)  The  Prose  Works  of  the  Rev.  John  Wesley, 
M.A.  Edited  by  the  Rev.  Thomas  Jackson.  This  Edition  contains  all 
the  Latest  Corrections  of  the  Author;  and  includes  the  Life  of  Mr.  Wesley 
by  the  Rev.  John  Beecham,  D.D. 

Library  Edition,  Fourteen  Volumes,  demy  8vo.  Price  £4  4s. 
Cheap  Edition,  Fourteen  Volumes,  post  8vo.  Price  £2  2s. 

Wiseman  (L.  H.)  Christ  in  the  Wilderness ; or,  Prac- 
tical Views  of  our  Lord’s  Temptation.  By  the  Rev.  Luke  H.  Wiseman, 
M.A.  Crown  8vo.  Price  3s.  6d. 


COMMENTARIES,  DICTIONARIES,  &c., 
ILLUSTRATIVE  OF  THE  HOLY  SCRIPTURES. 

Aids  to  Daily  Meditation:  being  Practical  Reflections 

and  Observations  on  a Passage  of  Scripture  for  each  Day  in  the  Year. 
Crown  8vo.,  cloth.  Price  3s.  6d. 

The  Holy  Bible  : with  Notes,  Critical,  Explanatory,  and 

Practical.  By  the  Rev.  Joseph  Benson.  With  Maps  and  a Portrait  of  1 he 
Author.  Six  Volumes,  Imperial  8vo.,  cloth,  red  edges.  Price  £3  3s. 

A Biblical  and  Theological  Dictionary : Illustrative  of 

the  Old  and  New  Testaments.  By  the  Rev.  John  Farrar.  With  Four 
Maps  and  Ninety-six  Engravings.  Crown  8vo.  Price  3s.  6d. 

An  Ecclesiastical  Dictionary : Explanatory  of  the  History, 

Antiquities,  Heresies,  Sects,  and  Religious  Denominations  of  the  Christian 
Church.  By  the  Rev.  John  Farrar.  Crown  8vo.  Price  5s. 

The  Proper  Names  of  the  Bible;  their  Orthography, 

Pronunciation,  and  Signification.  With  a brief  Account  of  the  Princiua, 
Persons,  and  a Description  of  the  principal  Places.  By  the  Rev.  John 
Farrar.  i8mo.  Price  is.  6d. 
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A Commentary  on  the  Old  and  New  Testament ; contain- 
ing copious  Notes,  Theological,  Historical,  and  Critical  ; with  Improvements 
and  Reflections.  By  the  Rev.  Joseph  Sutcliffe,  M.A.  Imperial  8vo. , 
cloth,  marbled  edges.  Price  12s.  6d. 

A Biblical  and  Theological  Dictionary : Explanatory  of 

the  History,  Manners,  and  Customs  of  the  Jews,  and  neighbouring  Nations. 
With  an  Account  of  the  most  remarkable  Places  mentioned  in  Sacred 
Scripture ; An  Exposition  of  the  principal  Doctrines  of  Christianity ; and 
Notices  of  Jewish  and  Christian  Sects  and  Heresies.  By  the  Rev.  Richard 
Watson.  Royal  8vo.,  cloth,  red  edges.  Price  12s.  6d. 

An  Exposition  of  the  Gospels  of  St.  Matthew  and  St. 

Mark,  and  of  some  other  detached  parts  of  Scripture.  By  the  Rev.  Richard 
Watson.  Demy  8vo.,  Price  6s. ; i2mo..  Price  3s.  6d. 

The  New  Testament,  with  Explanatory  Notes.  By  the 

Rev.  John  Wesley.  With  the  Author’s  last  Corrections. 

Pocket  Edition.  i8mo.  Price  2s. 

Large-Type  Edition.  8vo.  Price  4s. 

Library  Edition,  fine  paper.  Demy  8vo.  Price  6s. 

An  Exposition  of  St.  Paul’s  Epistle  to  the  Romans.  By 

the  Rev.  Henry  W.  Williams,  D.D.  Crown  8vo.  Price  6s. 

An  Exposition  of  the  Epistle  to  the  Hebrews.  By  the 

Rev.  Henry  W.  Williams,  D.D.  Crown  8vo.  Price  6s. 

The  Incarnate  Son  of  God ; or,  the  History  of  the  Life 

and  Ministry  of  the  Redeemer  ; arranged,  generally,  according  to  Greswell's 
Harmony  of  the  Gospels.  By  the  Rev.  Henry  W.  Williams,  D.D. 
Crown  8vo.  Price  4s. 

Scripture  compared  with  Scripture.  A Plan  for  Daily 

Bible  Reading  throughout  the  Year.  Arranged  by  E.  G.  C.  Price  4d. 
Limp  cloth,  gilt  edges,  6d. 


BIOGRAPHY. 


Asbury  (Francis),  The  Pioneer  Bishop  : Life  and  Times  of. 

By  W.  P.  Strickland.  Royal  32010.  Price  is. ; Gilt  edges,  is.  4d. 

Alpine  Missionary  (The)  ; or,  the  Life  of  J.  L.  Rostan, 

Missionary  Pastor  in  France,  Switzerland,  and  the  Channel  Isles.  By  the 
Rev.  Matthew  Lelievre.  Translated  from  the  French  Edition,  by  the 
Rev.  A.  J.  French,  B.A.  With  a Portrait.  Crown  8vo.  Price  3s.  6d. 
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PUBLICATIONS  OF 


Bamford  (J.)  The  Disciple  among  the  Poor  : Memorials 
of  Mr.  John  Bamford,  of  Shardlow.  By  his  Son,  the  Rev.  John  M. 
Bamford.  Crown  8vo.  Price  3s.  With  Photographic  Portrait,  3s.  6d. 

Bohler  (P.)  Memorials  of  the  Life  of  Peter  Bohler, 

Bishop  of  the  Church  of  the  United  Brethren.  By  the  Rev.  J.  P.  Lockwood. 
With  an  Introduction  by  the  Rev.  Thomas  Jackson  ; and  with  a finely 
engraved  Portrait.  Crown  8vo.  Price  is.  6d. 

Bramwell  (W.)  The  Christian  Minister  in  Earnest.  A 

Memoir  of  the  Rev.  William  Bramwell ; containing  Extracts  from  his  Cor- 
respondence, and  a Delineation  of  his  Personal  and  Ministerial  Character. 
By  the  Rev.  Thomas  Harris.  With  a Portrait.  Royal  i8mo.,  gilt  edges 
Price  3s. 

Cheap  Edition.  Royal  32mo.  Price  is. 

Bumby  (J.  H.)  The  Life  of  the  Rev.  John  H.  Bumby. 

With  a brief  History  of  the  Progress  of  the  Wesleyan  Mission  in  New 
Zealand.  By  the  Rev.  Alfred  Barrett.  With  a Portrait.  i2mo. 
Price  3s. 

Bunting  (William  M.),  Memorials  of.  Being  Selection^ 
from  his  Sermons,  Letters,  and  Poems.  Edited  by  the  Rev.  G.  Stringer 
Rowe.  With  a Biographical  Introduction  by  Thomas  Percival  Bunting. 
Crown  8vo.  Price  3s.  6d. 

Carvosso  (W.)  Memoirs  of  William  Carvosso.  Written 

by  himself,  and  edited  by  his  Son.  With  a Portrait.  Royal  i8mo.  Gilt 
edges.  Price  2s.  6d.  Cheap  Edition.  Royal  32mo.  Price  is. 

Clarke  (A.)  The  Life  of  Dr.  Adam  Clarke.  By  the  Rev, 

Dr.  Etheridge.  With  a Portrait.  Post  8vo.  Price  3s.  6d. 

Cheap  Edition.  Royal  32mo.  Price  is.  6d. 

Coke  (T.)  The  Life  of  Thomas  Coke.  By  the  Rev.  Dr. 

Etheridge.  With  a Portrait.  Post  8vo.  Price  3s.  6d. 

Cheap  Edition.  Royal  32mo.  Price  is.  6d. 

Dixon  (J.)  The  Life  of  James  Dixon,  D.D.,  Wesleyan 
Minister.  Written  by  his  Son,  Richard  Watson  Dixon,  M.A.,  Minoi 
Canon  in  Carlisle  Cathedral  Church.  With  three  Portraits  of  Dr.  Dixon, 
and  a Vignette  of  his  Birthplace.  Crown  8vo.  Price  7s.  6d. 

Dixon  (T.)  The  Earnest  Methodist.  A Memoir  of  the  late 
Mr.  Thomas  Dixon,  of  Grantham.  By  his  Nephew,  the  Rev.  Joseph 
Dixon.  Foolscap  8vo.  With  Portrait.  Price  2s. 

Entwisle  (J.)  Memoir  of  the  Rev.  Joseph  Entwisle : 

with  copious  Extracts  from  his  Journals  and  Correspondence,  and  Occasional 
Notices  of  Contemporary  Events  in  the  History  of  Methodism.  By  his  Sen. 
With  a Portrait.  Crown  8vo.  Price  3s. 

Father  Reeves,  the  Methodist  Class  Leader.  By  Edward 

Corderoy.  i8mo.  Price  is. 
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Fletcher  (J.)  The  Life  of  the  Rev.  John  Fletcher.  By 

the  Rev.  Joseph  Benson-.  With  a Portrait.  i2mo.  Price  3s.  6d. 

Cheap  Edition.  Royal  321110.  Price  is. 

Fletcher  (Mrs.)  The  Life  of  Mrs.  Fletcher.  By  the  Rev. 

Henry  Moore.  With  a Portrait.  Crown  8vo.  Price  3s.  6d. 

Cheap  Edition.  Royal  32:010.  Price  is. 

George  (E.)  Memoirs  of  Elizabeth  George.  By  the  Rev. 

Henry  J.  Piggott,  B.A.  With  a Portrait.  Crown  8vo.  Price  2s.  6d. 

Grimshaw  (W.),  Incumbent  of  Haworth.  By  the  Rev.  R. 

Spence  Hardy.  With  a Portrait.  Crown  8vo.  Price  3s. 

Hare  (R.  H.)  The  Ministry  and  Character  of  Robert 

Henry  Hare,  Wesleyan  Minister.  By  John  Middleton  Hare,  his  Brothe- . 
Crown  8 vo.  With  Portrait.  Price  6s. 

Hunt  (J.)  The  Life  of  John  Hunt,  Missionary  to  the 

Cannibals  in  Fiji.  By  the  Rev.  George  Stringer  Rowe.  Limp  cloth. 
Price  is.  6d.  With  Portrait,  cloth  extra,  2s.  6d. 

Jackson  (T.)  Lives  of  Early  Methodist  Preachers.  Chiefly 

written  by  themselves.  Edited,  with  an  Introductory  Essay,  by  the  Rev. 
Thomas  Jackson. 

Library  Edition,  Six  Vols.  Crown  8vo.  Price  15s. 

Cheap  Edition,  Six  Vols.  Foolscap  8vo.  Price  9s. 

Jackson  (T.)  Recollections  of  My  Own  Life  and  Times. 

By  Thomas  Jackson.  Edited  by  the  Rev.  B.  Frankland,  B.A.  With 
an  Introduction  and  Postscript  by  G.  Osborn,  D.D.  With  a Portrait. 
Crown  8vo.  Price  5s. 

M‘Owan  (P.)  A Man  of  God;  or,  Providence  and  Grace 

Exemplified  in  a Memoir  of  the  Rev.  Peter  M‘Owan.  Compiled  chiefly 
from  his  Letters  and  Papers.  By  the  Rev.  John  M'Owan.  Edited  by 
G.  Osborn,  D.D.  Crown  8vo.  Price  5s. 

Maxwell  (Lady).  The  Life  of  Darcy  Lady  Maxwell.  By 

the  Rev.  William  Atherton.  With  Selections  from  her  Diary  and 
Correspondence.  Crown  8vo.  Price  3s.  6d. 

Miller  (W.  E.)  Life  of  the  Rev.  W.  E.  Miller.  By  th 

Rev.  Dr.  Dixon.  Foolscap  8vo.  Price  2s. ; limp  cloth,  is.  6d. 

Nelson  (J.)  The  Journal  of  Mr.  John  Nelson.  RoyaJ 

i8mo.  Price  is.  6d. 

Cheap  Edition.  Royal  321110.  Price  iod. 

Newton  (R.)  The  Life  of  the  Rev.  Robert  Newton,  D.D. 
By  the  Rev.  Thomas  Jackson.  With  a Portrait.  Crown  8vo.  Price  2s.  6d. 
Cheap  Edition.  Royal  321110.  Price  is.  6d. 
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PUBLICATIONS  OF 


Ouseley  (Gideon.)  The  Life  of  Gideon  Ouseley.  By  the 

Rev.  William  Arthur,  M.A.  Seventh  thousand.  Crown  8vo.  With 
Portrait.  3s.  6d.  Tree-marbled  calf,  gilt  edges.  Price  10s.  6d. 


Richardson  (C.)  The  Peasant  Preacher : Memoir  of  Mr. 

Charles  Richardson.  By  the  Rev.  J.  E.  Coulson.  Royal  321110.  Price  is.. 
Gilt  edges,  is.  4d. 

Rogers  (Mrs.)  The  Experience  and  Spiritual  Letters  of 

Mrs.  Hester  Ann  Rogers.  i8mo.  Gilt  edges.  Price  is.  6d. 

Cheap  Edition.  Royal  321110.  Price  iod. 

Rogers  (Mrs.)  The  Experience,  Letters,  and  Journal  of 

Mrs.  Hester  Ann  Rogers.  Royal  i8mo.  Gilt  edges.  Price  3s.  6d. 

Shaw  (Barnabas.)  The  Story  of  his  Life  and  Labours  in 
South  Africa.  By  the  Rev.  William  Moister.  Crown  8vo.  Portrait  and 
Illustrations.  Price  .3s.  6d. 

Shaw  (W.)  Memorials  of  the  Life  and  Labours  of  the 

Rev.  William  Shaw,  late  General  Superintendent  of  the  Wesleyan 
Missions  in  South  Africa.  By  his  oldest  surviving  Friend.  Crown  8vo. 
With  Portrait.  Price  6s.  6d.  Cheap  Edition.  Crown  8vo.  Price  2s.  6d. 


Shaw  (Mrs.)  Long  Life  and  Peace  : Memorials  of  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  Shaw,  of  St.  Austell.  By  the  Rev.  Robert  C.  Barratt. 
Foolscap  8vo.  Price  3s. 

Shillington  (T.  A.)  Christian  Thoroughness  : A Memorial 

Sketch  of  Thomas  Averell  Shillington,  J.P.,  of  Portadown.  By  the 
Rev.  John  Dwyer,  Author  of  ‘ Christian  Work  for  Gentle  Hands,’  &c. 
Crown  8vo.  Price  3s. 

Shrewsbury  (J.  B.)  Christ  Glorified  in  the  Life,  Experi- 
ence, and  Character  of  Joseph  B.  Shrewsbury  (late  Medical  Student,  and 
Wesleyan  Local  Preacher,  of  Bradford,  Yorkshire).  Written  by  his  Father. 
Royal  32mo.  Price  is. ; Gilt  edges,  is.  4d. 


Smith  (J.)  Memoirs  of  the  Life,  Character,  and  Labours 
of  the  Rev.  John  Smith.  By  the  Rev.  R.  Treffry,  Jun.  With  an  Intro- 
ductory Essay  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Dixon.  Royal  i8mo.  Gilt  edges.  Price  3s. 
Cheap  Edition,  without  the  Introductory  Essay.  Price  is. 

Stoner  (D.)  Memoirs  of  the  Rev.  Ddvid  Stoner.  By  the  Rev. 

Dr.  Hannah  and  Mr.  William  Dawson.  With  a Portrait.  Royal  i8mo.  j 
Gilt  edges.  Price  2s.  6d.  Cheap  Edition.  Royal  32mo.  Price  is. 

Taylor  (M.  C.)  Memoir  of  the  Rev.  Michael  C.  Taylor. 

With  Extracts  from  his  Correspondence.  By  the  Rev.  B.  Hellier.  Crown  j 
8 vo.  Price  3s.  6d. 

Threlfall  (W.)  Memorials  of  the  Rev.  W.  Threlfall.  By 

the  Rev.  Samuel  Broadbent.  i8mo.  With  Portrait.  Price  is.  6d. 

Toase  (W.)  Memorials  of  the  Rev.  William  Toase. 
Compiled  by  a Friend.  Vvith  an  Introduction  by  the  Rev.  William 
Arthur,  M.A.  Crown  8vo.  Price  3s.  6d. 
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Treffry  (R.)  Memoirs  of  the  Rev.  R.  Treffry,  Jun. 

With  Select  Remains,  consisting  of  Sketches  of  Sermons,  Essays,  and 
Poetry.  By  his  Father,  the  Rev.  Richard  Treffry.  With  a Portrait. 
i2mo.  Price  4s.  6d. 

Tucker  (Mrs.  j.)  Memoir  of  Mrs.  Jane  Tucker,  wife  of 
the  Rev.  Charles  Tucker,  some  time  Missionary  to  Haabai  and  Tonga.  By 
Mrs.  G.  F.  White.  Edited  by  the  Rev.  H.  W.  Williams,  D.D.  Crown 
8vo.  Price  2s.  6d. 

Turner,  James ; or,  how  to  Reach  the  Masses.  By  E. 

M‘Hardie.  Crown  8vo.  Price  3s. 

Watson  (R.)  Memoirs  of  the  Life  and  Writings  of  the 

Rev.  Richard  Watson.  By  the  Rev.  Thomas  Jackson.  With  a Portrait. 
Royal  i8mo.  Price  3s.  6d. ; 8vo.  Price  6s. 

Wesley  (C.)  The  Life  of  the  Rev.  Charles  Wesley. 

Comprising  a Review  of  his  Poetry ; Sketches  of  the  Rise  and  Progress  of 
Methodism  ; with  Notices  of  Contemporary  Events  and  Characters.  By  the 
Rev.  Thomas  Jackson.  With  a Portrait.  Crown  8vo.  Price  3s.  6d. 

Wesley  (C.)  The  Journal  of  the  Rev.  Charles  Wesley. 

With  Selections  from  his  Correspondence  and  Poetry,  and  an  Introduction 
by  the  Rev.  Thomas  Jackson.  Two  Vols.  Royal  i8mo.  Price  7s. 

Wesley  (J.)  The  Life  of  the  Rev.  John  Wesley.  By  the 
Rev.  Richard  Watson.  With  a Portrait.  Crown  8vo.  Price  3s.  6d. 
Cheap  Edition.  Royal  32mo.  Price  is.  4d. 

Wesley  (J.)  His  Life  and  his  Work.  By  the  Rev.  M. 
Lelievre.  Translated  by  the  Rev.  A.  J.  French.  With  a Portrait.  Crown 
8vo.  Price  3s. 

Wesley  (J.)  The  Living  Wesley,  as  he  was  in  his  Youth 
and  in  his  Prime.  By  the  Rev.  James  H.  Rigg,  D.D.,  Principal  of  the 
Wesleyan  Training  College,  Westminster.  Crown  8vo.  Price  3s. 

Wesley  (J.)  The  Journals  of  the  Rev.  John  Wesley. 

Four  Yols.  i2mo.  Price  10s. 

West  (F.  A.)  Memorials  of  the  Rev.  Francis  A.  West. 

Being  a Selection  from  his  Sermons  and  Lectures.  With  a Biographical 
Sketch  by  one  of  his  Sons,  and  Personal  Recollections  by  the  Rev.  B. 
Gregory.  Crown  8vo.  Price  4s. 

Wharton  (H.)  The  Story  of  the  Life  and  Missionary 

Labours  of  the  Rev.  Henry  Wharton  in  the  West  Indies,  the  Gold  Coast, 
and  Ashanti.  By  the  Rev.  W.  Moister.  Crown  8vo.  With  Portrait  and 
Illustrations.  Price  3s.  6d. 

Wood  (J.)  The  Life  of  the  Rev.  Joseph  Wood.  With 

Extracts  from  his  Diary.  By  the  Rev.  H.  W.  Williams.  With  a Portrait. 
Crown  8vo.  Price  3s. 


PUBLICATIONS  OF 


ROYAL  32mo. 


Cloth,  Cloth, 

Plain  edges.  Gilt  edges 


1.  Nelson’s,  Mr.  John,  Journal  . . .010 

2.  Rogers,  Mrs.  H.  A.,  Experience  and 

Letters  of o 10 

3.  Martin’s,  Mrs.,  Life.  By  Rev.  B.  Field  . o 10 

4.  Told,  Mr.  Silas,  Life  of  . . . o 10 

5 Carvosso,  Mr.  William,  Memoir  of  . .10 


6.  Fletcher’s,  Mrs.  Mary,  Life  . . .10 

7.  Fletcher’s,  Rev.  John,  Life  . . .10 

8.  Prayer:  Secret,  Social,  and  Extempore. 

By  Rev.  R.  Treffry,  Sen.,  and  Rev. 

Joseph  Wood 10 

9.  Stoner’s,  Rev.  D.,  Memoirs  . . .10 

10.  Smith’s  Rev.  John,  Life.  By  Rev.  R. 

Treffry,  Jun. 10 

11.  Entire  Sanctification  Attainable  in  This 

Life  j being  John  Wesley’s  6 Plain  Ac- 
count of  Christian  Perfection  5’  and  John 
Fletcher’s  1 Practical  Application  of  the 
Doctrine  to  Various  Classes  of  Christians’  1 o 

12.  Asbury,  Bishop,  Life  and  Times  of  . .10 

1 3 . Shrewsbury’s, JosephB. ,(Medical.Student) 

Memoir  

14.  Bramwell’s,  Rev.  W.,  Life  and  Letters. 

By  Rev.  T.  Harris 

15.  Wesley’s,  Rev.  John,  A.M.,  Life.  By  Rev. 

R.  Watson  ....  . .14 

16.  Clarke’s,  Dr.  Adam,  Life.  By  Dr.  Ether- 

idge   16 

17.  Coke’s,  Dr.  Thomas,  Life.  By  Dr.  Ether- 

idge   6 

18.  Newton’s,  Dr.  Robert,  Life.  By  Rev.  T. 

Jackson  . ......16 

1 9.  The  Tongue  of  Fire ; or  the  True  Power  of 

Christianity.  By  Rev.  W.  Arthur,  M. A.  1 o 

20.  The  Peasant  Preacher;  Memoir  of  Mr.  C. 

Richardson.  By  Rev.  J.  E.  Coulson  , 1 o 
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PRICE  FIVE  SHILLINGS. 

Gems  Reset : or,  the  Wesleyan  Catechisms  Illustrated  by 

Imagery  and  Narrative.  By  the  Rev.  B.  Smith,  Author  of  ‘ Climbing,’  &c. 

Romance  without  Fiction;  or,  Sketches  from  the  Portfolio 

of  an  Old  Missionary.  By  the  Rev.  Henry  Bleby,  Author  of  the 
* Death  Struggles  of  Slavery/  &c.,  &c.  Crown  8vo.  Eight  Page  Illustrations. 


Zoology  of  the  Bible.  By  Harland  Coultas.  With 

Preface  by  the  Rev.  W.  F.  Moulton,  D.D.  Imperial  i6mo.  126  Illus- 
trations. 

Missionary  Anecdotes,  Sketches,  Facts,  and  Incidents, 

Relating  to  the  state  of  the  Heathen  and  the  Effects  of  the  Gospel  in 
various  parts  of  the  World.  By  the  Rev.  William  Moister.  Crown 
8 vo.  Eight  Page  Illustrations. 

Northern  Lights;  or  Pen  and  Pencil  Sketches  of  Modern 

Scottish  Worthies.  By  the  Rev.  J.  Marrat.  Crown  8vo.  Portraits 
and  Illustrations.  Contents  : — 

Sir  Andrew  Agnew.  Dr.  Lawson. 

Sir  David  Brewster.  David  Livingstone. 

Rev.  W.  C.  Burns.  Norman  Macleod. 

Dr.  Chalmers.  Thomas  M‘Crie. 


and  George  Wilson. 

PRICE  THREE  SHILLINGS  AND  SIXPENCE. 
Chronicles  of  Capstan  Cabin  ; or,  the  Children’s  Hour.  By 
J.  Jackson  Wray.  Imperial  i6mo.  Twenty -eight  Illustrations. 

The  Life  of  Gideon  Ouseley.  By  the  Rev.  William 
Arthur,  M.A.  Seventh  Thousand.  Crown  8vo.  With  Portrait. 

Missionary  Stories,  Narratives,  Scenes,  and  Incidents, 

Illustrative  of  the  Providence  and  Grace  of  God  in  Connection  with  the 
Propagation  of  the  Gospel  in  Heathen  Lands.  By  the  Rev.  W.  Moister, 
Crown  8vo.  Eight  Page  Illustrations. 


PRICE  FOUR  SHILLINGS 


Dr.  Guthrie. 

James  Haldane. 
Robert  Haldane. 

Dr.  James  Hamilton. 
Edward  Irving. 


Duncan  Matheson. 
Hugh  Miller. 

Dr.  Moffat. 

David  Sandeman. 

Sir  James  Y.  Simpson. 
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PRICE  THREE  SHILLINGS  AND  SIXPENCE — continued. 
Sunshine  in  the  Kitchen  ; or,  Chapters  for  Maid  Servants 
By  the  Rev.  Benjamin  Smith,  Author  of  * Vice-Royalty,’  * Climbing,’  etc. 
Fourth  Thousand.  Crown  8vo.  Numerous  Illustrations. 

The  Power  of  the  Tongue  ; or,  Chapters  for  Talkers.  By 

the  Rev.  Benjamin  Smith.  Crown  8vo. 

The  Dream  of  Pythagoras,  and  other  Poems.  By  Emma 
Tatham.  Fifth  Edition,  with  Additional  Pieces  and  a MEMOIR,  by 
the  Rev.  B.  Gregory,  Author  of  the  ‘ Thorough  Business  Man,’  etc. 
Crown  8vo. 

A Year  with  the  Wild  Flowers.  An  Introduction  to  the 
Study  of  English  Botany.  By  Edith  Waddy.  Royal  i6mo.  Gilt 
edges.  Numerous  Illustrations. 

Annals  of  the  Christian  Church.  From  the  First  to  the 
Nineteenth  Centuries.  By  Mrs.  Parker.  Crown  8vo.  With  Ten  Portraits 
engraved  on  Steel. 

PRICE  THREE  SHILLINGS. 

The  Living  Wesley,  as  he  was  in  his  Youth  and  in  his 
Prime.  By  the  Rev.  J.  H.  Rigg,  D.D.,  Author  of  ‘Modern  Anglican 
Theology,’  ‘ Essays  for  the  Times,’  etc.  Crown  8vo. 

Vice-Royalty;  or,  Counsels  respecting  Government  of  the 

Heart  : addressed  especially  to  Young  Men.  By  the  Rev.  Benjamin 
Smith.  Crown  8vo. 

PRICE  TWO  SHILLINGS  AND  SIXPENCE. 

Our  Visit  to  Rome,  with  Notes  by  the  Way.  By  the  Rev. 

John  Rhodes.  Royal  i6mo.  Forty-five  Illustrations. 

In  the  Tropics ; or,  Scenes  and  Incidents  of  West  Indian 
Life.  By  the  Rev.  Jabez  Marrat.  Crown  8vo.,  with  Illustrations  and 
Map. 

Climbing  : A Manual  for  the  Young  who  Desire  to  Rise  in 
Both  Worlds.  By  the  Rev.  Benjamin  Smith.  Crown  8vo.  Sixth  Edition. 
Revised  and  Enlarged. 

Sermons  for  Children.  By  Mark  Guy  Pearse,  Author 

of  ‘Daniel  Quorm,  and  His  Religious  Notions.*  Tenth  Thousand.  Crown 
8vo.  Numerous  Illustrations.  Cloth  extra.  Gilt  edges. 

Daniel  Quorm,  and  his  Religious  Notions.  By  Mark  Guy 
Pearse.  Thirty-seventh  Thousand.  Crown  8vo.  Numerous  Illustrations. 
Cloth  extra.  Gilt  edges. 

Mister  Horn  and  His  Friends  ; or,  Givers  and  Giving.  By 

Mark  Guy  Pearse,  Author  of  ‘Daniel  Quorm,  and  His  Religious  Notions.’ 
Eleventh  Thousand.  Crown  8vo.  Numerous  Illustrations.  Cloth  extra. 
Gilt  edges. 
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PRICE  TWO  SHILLINGS  AND  SIXPENCE — continued. 

Short  Stories:  and  other  Papers.  By  Mark  Guy  Pearse. 

Crown  8vo.  Numerous  Illustrations.  Cloth  extra.  Gilt  edges. 

* Good  Will:’  a Collection  of  Christmas  Stories.  By  Mark 

Guy  Pearse.  Crown  8vo.  Numerous  Illustrations.  Cloth  extra.  Gilt  edges. 

The  Stolen  Children;  A Narrative  compiled  from  Authentic 
Sources,  by  the  Rev.  Henry  Bleby,  Author  of  ‘De^th  Struggles  o. 
Slavery.’  Foolscap  8vo.,  gilt  edges,  with  Illustrations. 

Gems  of  Piety  in  Humble  Life.  By  the  Rev.  T.  H.  Walker. 

Royal  i8mo.  Eight  Page  Illustrations. 

PRICE  TWO  SHILLINGS. 

Homes  and  Home  Life  in  Bible  Lands.  By  J.  R.  S 

Clifford.  Foolscap  8vo.  Eighty  Illustrations. 

Martin  Luther,  the  Prophet  of  Germany.  By  the  Rev.  J. 

Shaw  Banks.  Foolscap  8vo.  Thirteen  Illustrations. 

Peter  Pengelly : or,  ‘True  as  the  Clock.’  By  J.  Jackson 

Wray.  Crown  8vo.  Forty  Illustrations. 

The  Tower,  the  Temple,  and  the  Minster : Historical  and 

Biographical  Associations  of  the  Tower  of  London,  St.  Paul’s  Cathedral,  and 
Westminster  Abbey.  By  the  Rev-  J.  W;  Thomas.  Foolscap  8vo.  Six 
Steel  Engravings. 

Eminent  Christian  Philanthropists.  Brief  Biographical 
Sketches,  designed  especially  as  Studies  for  the  Young.  By  the  Rev. 
George  Maunder.  Foolscap  8vo. 

Youthful  Obligations:  or,  the  Duties  which  Young  People 

Owe  to  God,  to  their  Parents,  to  their  Brothers  and  Sisters,  to  Themselvei, 
and  to  Society.  Illustrated  by  a Large  Number  of  Appropriate  Facts  and 
Anecdotes.  Foolscap  8vo.  With  Illustrations. 

Hid  Treasures,  and  the  Search  for  Them  : being  Lectures 

to  Bible  Classes.  By  the  Rev.  John  Hartley.  Foolscap  8vo. 

PRICE  EIGHTEEN  PENCE. 

David  Livingstone,  Missionary  and  Discoverer.  By  the 

Rev.  J.  Marrat.  Foolscap  8vo.  Fifteen  Page  Illustrations. 

Little  Ray  and  Her  Friends.  By  Ruth  Elliott.  Royal 

i6mo.  Five  Page  Illustrations. 

The  Breakfast  Half-Hour.  Addresses  on  Religious  and 
Moral  Topics.  By  the  Rev.  H.  R.  Burton.  Royal  i6mo.  Twenty-five 
Illustrations. 

The  Royal  Road  to  Riches.  By  E.  H.  Miller.  Royal 

i6mo.  Fifteen  Illustrations. 

Gleanings  in  Natural  History  for  Young  People.  Royal 

i6mo.  Profusely  Illustrated. 
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PRICE  EIGHTEENPENCE — continued. 

Three  Indian  Heroes:  the  Missionary;  the  Soldier;  the 

Statesman.  By  the  Rev.  J.  Shaw  Banks.  Second  Edition.  Foolscap  8 vo. 
Numerous  Illustrations. 

Old  Truths  in  New  Lights.  A Series  of  Sunday  School 

Addresses.  By  W.  H.  S.  Foolscap  8vo.  Numerous  Illustrations. 

The  Father  of  Methodism.  A Sketch  of  the  Life  and  Labours 
of  the  Rev.  John  Wesley,  A. M.  For  Young  People.  By  Edith  Waddy. 
Foolscap  8vo.  Numerous  Illustrations. 

Chequer  Alley : A Story  of  Successful  Christian  Work. 

By  the  Rev.  Frederick  W.  Briggs.  With  an  Introduction  by  the  Rev. 
W.  Arthur,  M.A.  Eleventh  Edition.  .Foolscap  8vo. 

Home:  or,  The  Way  to  Make  Home  Happy.  By  the  Rev. 
David  Hay.  With  an  Introduction  by  the  Rev.  Alfred  Barrett. 
i8mo,,  gilt  edges. 

PRICE  ONE  SHILLING  AND  FOURPENCE. 

The  Boatman’s  Daughter.  A Narrative  for  the  Learned 
and  the  Unlearned.  By  the  Rev.  Alfred  Barrett.  i8mo.  With 
Frontispiece. 

PRICE  ONE  SHILLING. 

Royal  i6mo.  Numerous  Illustrations. 

‘I’ll  Try;’  or,  How  the  Farmer’s  Son  became  a Captain. 

Ten  Illustrations. 

Tiny  Tim  : A Story  of  London  Life.  Founded  on  Fact.  By 

Francis  Horner.  Twenty-two  Illustrations. 

The  Royal  Disciple  : Louisa,  Queen  of  Prussia.  By  C.  R. 

Hurst.  Six  Illustrations. 

No  Gains  without  Pains  ; A True  Life  for  the  Boys.  By 

H.  C.  Knight.  Six  Illustrations. 

The  Railway  .Pioneers ; or,  The  Story  of  the  Stephensons, 
Father  and  Son.  A Book  for  Boys.  By  H.  C.  Knight.  Fifteen 
Illustrations. 

Peeps  into  the  Far  North  : Chapters  on  Iceland,  Lapland, 

and  Greenland.  By  S.  E.  Scholes.  Twenty-four  Illustrations. 

Stories  of  Love  and  Duty,  For  Boys  and  Girls.  Thirfcy-one 

Illustrations. 

John  Tregenoweth;  His  Mark.  By  Mark  Guy  Pearse, 
Author  of  ‘Daniel  Quorm,  and  His  Religious  Notions.*  Twenty-five 
Illustrations. 

The  Giants,  and  How  to  Fight  Them.  By  Dr.  Richard 

Newton.  Fifteen  Illustrations. 
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PRICE  ONE  SHILLING  —continued. 

Margery’s  Christmas  Box.  By  Ruth  Elliott.  Seven 

Illustrations. 

Lessons  from  Noble  Lives,  and  other  Stories.  Thirty-one 

Illustrations. 

Vignettes  from  English  History.  By  the  Rev.  James 
Yeames.  First  Series.  From  the  Norman  Conqueror  to  Henry  IV. 
Twenty-three  Illustrations. 

Ancient  Egypt : Its  Monuments,  Worship,  and  People. 

By  the  Rev.  Edward  Lightwood.  Twenty-six  Illustrations. 


William  the  Silent,  Prince  of  Orange.  A Biographical 

Sketch.  By  the  Rev.  J.  W.  Thomas.  Foolscap  8vo.  With  Portrait. 

Helen  Leslie  ; or,* Truth  and  Error.  By  Adeline.  i8mo. 
Sketches  from  my  Schoolroom.  By  the  Daughter  of  a 

Wesleyan  Minister.  i8mo.  Four  Illustrations. 

Life  on  the  Waves;  or,  Memorials  of  Captain  George 

Leonard.  By  the  Rev.  A.  Langley.  With  Illustrations.  i8mo. 

PRICE  NINEPENCE. 

Dick’s  Troubles;  and  How  He  Met  Them.  By  Ruth 

Elliott,  Author  of  ‘ Margery’s  Christmas  Box/  &c.,  &c.  i8mo.  Six 
Illustrations. 

The  Wonderful  Lamp : and  other  Stories.  By  Ruth 
Elliott,  Author  of  ‘Dick’s  Troubles/  &c.,  &c.  i8mo.  Five  Illus- 
trations. 

Ragged  Jim’s  Last  Song:  and  other  Ballads.  For  Boys 

and  Girls.  By  Edward  Bailey.  i8mo.  Eight  Illustrations. 

Rosa’s  Christmas  Invitations : and  other  Stories.  By 

Lillie  Montfort.  i8mo.  Six  Illustrations. 

Nora  Grayson’s  Dream:  and  other  Stories.  By  Lillie 
Montfort.  i8mo.  Seven  Illustrations. 

The  Chat  in  the  Meadow:  and  other  Stories.  By  Lillie 

Montfort.  i8mo.  Six  Illustrations. 

John’s  Teachers  : and  other  Stories.  By  Lillie  Montfort. 

i8mo.  Six  Illustrations. 

Pictures  from  Memory.  By  Adeline.  i8mo.  Nine  Illus- 
trations. 

The  Story  of  the  Wreck  of  the  ‘ Maria  ’ Mail  Boat : with 
a Memoir  of  Mrs.  Hincksman,  the  only  Survivor.  By  Rev.  John  Hannah, 
D.D.  i8mo.  Illustrated. 

The  above  are  sold  in  Limp  Cloth  at  Eightpence. 
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PRICE  EIGHTPENCE. 

Janie  : A Flower  from  South  Africa.  By  Rev.  R.  Lamplough. 

i8mo.  With  Portrait. 

Soon  and  Safe  : A Word  to  the  Young  Folks.  By  Rev. 

Simpson  Crump.  i8mo.  Illustrations. 

Freddie  Cleminson  : The  Brief  Story  of  a Blessed  Life. 
By  the  Rev.  T.  McCullagh.  i8mo.  Portrait,  and  View  of  the  Methodist 
College,  Belfast. 

PRICE  EIGHTPENCE. 

Limp  Cloth , Gilt  Edges. 

Christianity  Compared  with  Popery  : A Lecture. 

Death  of  the  Eldest  Son.  By  C^sar  Malan. 

Emily’s  Lessons;  or,  Chapters  in  the  Life  of  a Young 

Christian. 

Fragments  for  Young  People. 


History  of  Joseph.  By  Agnes  Bulmer. 

Jonathan  Saville’s  Life.  By  the  Rev.  F.  A.  West. 

The  Sunday  Scholar’s  Guide.  By  the  Rev.  J.  T.  Barr. 

PRICE  SIXPENCE. 

Cloth , Illuminated , and  Coloured  Frontispiece. 

1.  A Kiss  for  a Blow:  True  Stories  about  Peace  and  War 

for  Children. 

2.  Louis  Henrie  ; or,  The  Sister’s  Promise. 

3.  The  Giants,  and  How  to  Fight  Them.  By  Dr.  Richard 

Newton. 

4.  Robert  Dawson  ; or,  the  Brave  Spirit. 

5.  Jane  Hudson,  the  American  Girl. 

6.  The  Jewish  Twins.  By  Aunt  Friendly. 

7.  The  Book  of  Beasts.  Thirty-five  Illustrations. 

8.  The  Book  of  Birds.  Forty  Illustrations, 
g.  Proud  in  Spirit. 

10.  Althea  Norton. 

11.  Gertrude’s  Bible  Lesson. 

12.  The  Rose  in  the  Desert. 

13.  The  Little  Black  Hen. 

14.  Martha’s  Hymn. 

15.  Nettie  Mathieson. 

16.  The  Prince  in  Disguise. 

17.  The  Children  of  the  Plains. 

18.  The  Babes  in  the  Basket ; or,  Daph  and  her  Charge. 

19.  Richard  Harvey;  or,  Taking  a Stand. 

20.  Kitty  King  : Lessons  for  the  Little  Ones. 

The  alove  are  sold  in  Ornamental  Stiff  Covers  at  Fourpence  each. 

Hattie  and  Nancy;  or,  The  Everlasting  Love.  With 
Illustrations.  i8mo.  Cloth,  gilt-lettered,  6d.  (A  Book  for  Girls.) 
Michael  Faraday.  By  W.  R.  Burgess.  With  Portrait  and 
Illustrations.  i8mo.  Cloth,  gilt-lettered,  6d.  (A  Book  for  Boys.) 
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